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Form990 
Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax 0MB No 1545-0047 

~ Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except private 
foundations) 2017 

DepJrtnk'nt of the TreJ~un 
IntemJ! Re\ c"nuc" ~en ice 

II> Do not enter social security numbers on this form as 1t may be made public 
II> Information about Form 990 and its 1nstruct1ons 1s at www IRS qov/form990 

Open to Public 
Inspection 

A F th 2017 or e d t ca en ar vear, or ax vear b ecunnmo 01 01 2017 - - , an d d" en mo 12 31 2017 - -
B Check 1f applicable C Name of organization D Employer 1dent1f1cat1on number 

D Address change 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

94-2487469 
D Name change % JOHN DAVIS 

D In1t1al return Doing business as 

D Final return/terminated 

D Amended return Number and street (or P 0 box 1f mall 1s not delivered to street address) I Room/suite 
E Telephone number 

D Appl1cat1on pending 
886 Cannery Row 

(831) 648-4800 

City or town, state or province, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code 
Monterey, CA 93940 

G Gross receipts$ 167,615,054 

F Name and address of principal officer H(a) Is this a group return for 
Julie Packard 

DYes ~No 886 Cannery Row subordinates? 

Monterey, CA 93940 H(b) Are all subordinates 
DYes DNo included? 

I Tax-exempt status ~ 501(c)(3) D 501(c) ( ) ~ (insert no ) D 4947(a)(l) or D 527 If "No," attach a 11st (see 1nstruct1ons) 

J Website: II> www montereybayaquarium org H(c) Group exemption number II> 

K Form of organization ~ Corporation D Trust D Assoc1at1on D Other II> L Year of formation 1978 I M State of legal dom1c1le CA 

-:r. ,,._ Summary 

1 Briefly describe the organization's m1ss1on or most s1gn1f1cant act1v1t1es 
The m1ss1on of the Monterey: Bay: Aguarium 1s to 1nse1re conservation of the ocean See Schedule O for further detail 

w 
~ 
~ = a, 

Check this box II> D 1f the organ1zat1on d1scont1nued its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its net assets > 2 0 
~ 3 Number of voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line la) 3 16 
>6 4 Number of independent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line lb) 4 15 ,·, 
a, 

5 Total number of 1nd1v1duals employed in calendar year 2017 (Part V, line 2a) 5 716 

~ 6 Total number of volunteers (estimate 1f necessary) 6 1,479 u 
ct 7a Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIII, column (C), line 12 7a 122,249 

b Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, line 34 7b 0 

Prior Year Current Year 

(), 8 Contributions and grants (Part VIII, line lh) 78,487,795 40,375,810 
::;; 

Program service revenue (Part VIII, line 2g) ~ 9 47,414,687 49,947,497 Q, 
> 10 Investment income (Part VIII, column (A), lines 3, 4, and 7d ) 4,381,037 7,613,000 ,,, 
C: 

11 Other revenue (Part VIII, column (A), lines 5, 6d, Sc, 9c, 10c, and lle) 3,246,561 3,445,430 

12 Total revenue-add lines 8 through 11 (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12) 133,530,080 101,381,737 

13 Grants and s1m1lar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), lines 1-3 ) 801,663 761,132 

14 Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), line 4) 0 0 

~ 15 Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A), lines 5-10) 42,893,034 45,436,875 
r;, 16a Professional fundra1sing fees (Part IX, column (A), line lle) 216,726 219,606 
~ 

l b Total fundra1s1ng expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) 11>3,124,105 

17 Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), lines 1 la-1 ld, 11f-24e) 45,388,522 46,446,074 

18 Total expenses Add lines 13-17 (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25) 89,299,945 92,863,687 

19 Revenue less expenses Subtract line 18 from line 12 44,230,135 8,518,050 

~; Beginning of Current Year End of Year 

tl 2! 
~ ("C 

~cl! 20 Total assets (Part X, line 16) 437,722,162 474,966,162 
<co 

21 Total liab1l1t1es (Part X, line 26) 18,273,013 20,491,315 -2! ~::;; 
Zu. 22 Net assets or fund balances Subtract line 21 from line 20 419,449,149 454,474,847 

•:r.1 ••• Sianature Block 
Under penalties of periury, I declare that I have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, 1t 1s true, correct, and complete Declaration of preparer (other than officer) 1s based on all 1nformat1on of which preparer has 
any knowledge 

~ '** "* 2018-11-09 

Sign 
Signature of officer Date 

Here ~ TROY GRANDE CFO 
Type or print name and title 

Print/Type preparer's name I Preparer's signature I Date D I PTIN 
QI WEN LIANG QI WEN LIANG 2018-11-09 Check 1f P01270238 

Paid self-emnloved 

Preparer Firm's name II> GRANT THORNTON LLP Firm's EIN II> 

Use Only 
Firm's address II> 101 CALIFORNIA STREET SUITE 2700 Phone no (415) 986-3900 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111 

May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see instructions) ~Yes DNo 

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions. Cat No 11282Y Form 990 (2017) 



Form 990 (2017) 

•@f f fi Statement of Program Service Accomplishments 

Check 1f Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part III 

1 Briefly describe the organization's m1ss1on 

The m1ss1on of the Monterey Bay Aquarium 1s to 1nsp1re conservation of the ocean See Schedule O for further detail 

2 Did the organ1zat1on undertake any s1gn1f1cant program services during the year which were not listed on 

the prior Form 990 or 990-EZ? 

If "Yes," describe these new services on Schedule 0 

3 Did the organ1zat1on cease conducting, or make s1gnif1cant changes in how 1t conducts, any program 

services? 

If "Yes," describe these changes on Schedule 0 

Page 2 

Dves ~ No 

Dves ~ No 

4 Describe the organization's program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services, as measured by expenses 
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organ1zat1ons are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others, the total 
expenses, and revenue, 1f any, for each program service reported 

4a (Code ) ( Expenses $ 37,874,665 1nclud1ng grants of$ 168,473 ) (Revenue$ 50,271,382 ) 

See Add1t1onal Data 

4b (Code ) ( Expenses $ 11,085,998 1nclud1ng grants of$ 72,000 ) ( Revenue $ 

See Add1t1onal Data 

4c (Code ) ( Expenses $ 9,723,608 1nclud1ng grants of$ 482,885 ) ( Revenue $ 247,367 ) 

See Add1t1onal Data 

(Code ) ( Expenses $ 18,686,420 1nclud1ng grants of$ 37,774 ) ( Revenue $ 

Guest Services - See Schedule 0 

4d Other program services (Describe in Schedule O ) 

(Expenses$ 18,686,420 including grants of$ 37,774) (Revenue$ 

4e Total program service expenses II> 77,370,691 

Form 990 (2017) 



Form 990 (2017) 

• ..., , .... ,... Checklist of Required Schedules 

1 Is the organ1zat1on described 1n section 501(c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)? If "Yes," complete 
Schedule A ~ . 

2 Is the organ1zat1on required to complete Schedule B, Schedule of Contnbutors (see instructions)? ~ 
3 D1d the organ1zat1on engage in direct or 1nd1rect political campaign act1v1t1es on behalf of or in oppos1t1on to candidates 

for public office? If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part I '!i.l . 
4 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. 

D1d the organ1zat1on engage in lobbying act1v1t1es, or have a section 501(h) election in effect during the tax year? 
If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part II '!i.l 

5 Is the organ1zat1on a section 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), or 501(c)(6) organ1zat1on that receives membership dues, 
assessments, or s1m1lar amounts as defined 1n Revenue Procedure 98-19? 
If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part III '!i.l 

6 D1d the organ1zat1on maintain any donor advised funds or any s1m1lar funds or accounts for which donors have the right 
to provide advice on the d1stribut1on or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? 
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part I ~ . 

7 D1d the organ1zat1on receive or hold a conservation easement, 1nclud1ng easements to preserve open space, 
the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part II '!i.l 

8 D1d the organ1zat1on maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other s1m1lar assets? 
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part III '!i.l . 

9 D1d the organ1zat1on report an amount 1n Part X, line 21 for escrow or custodial account l1ab11ity, serve as a custodian 
for amounts not listed 1n Part X, or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or debt negot1at1on 
serv1ces?If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part IV '!i.l . 

10 D1d the organ1zat1on, directly or through a related organ1zat1on, hold assets 1n temporarily restricted endowments, 
permanent endowments, or quasi-endowments? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part V ~ . 

11 If the organ1zat1on's answer to any of the following questions 1s "Yes," then complete Schedule D, Parts VI, VII, VIII, IX, 
or X as applicable 

a D1d the organ1zat1on report an amount for land, buildings, and equipment in Part X, line 10? 
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part VI '!i.l . 

b D1d the organ1zat1on report an amount for investments-other securities 1n Part X, line 12 that 1s 5% or more of its total 
assets reported in Part X, line 16? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part VII~ . 

c D1d the organ1zat1on report an amount for investments-program related 1n Part X, line 13 that 1s 5% or more of its 
total assets reported 1n Part X, line 16? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part VIII '!i.l . 

d D1d the organ1zat1on report an amount for other assets 1n Part X, line 15 that 1s 5% or more of its total assets reported 
in Part X, line 16? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part IX '!i.l . 

e D1d the organ1zat1on report an amount for other l1ab11it1es 1n Part X, line 25? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X ~ 

f D1d the organ1zat1on's separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that addresses 
the organization's l1ab1l1ty for uncertain tax pos1t1ons under FIN 48 (ASC 740)? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X ~ 

12a D1d the organ1zat1on obtain separate, independent audited f1nanc1al statements for the tax year? 
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Parts XI and XII '!i.l . 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

lla 

llb 

Uc 

lld 

lle 

llf 

12a 

b Was the organ1zat1on included 1n consolidated, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? 
If "Yes," and if the organization answered "No" to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts XI and XII 1s optional 

13 Is the organ1zat1on a school described 1n section 170(b)(l)(A)(11)? If "Yes," complete Schedule E 

~ 12b 

13 

14a D1d the organ1zat1on maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States? 

b D1d the organ1zat1on have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, fundra1s1ng, 
business, investment, and program service act1v1t1es outside the United States, or aggregate foreign investments 
valued at $100,000 or more? If "Yes," complete Schedule F, Parts I and IV . '!i.l 

15 D1d the organ1zat1on report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for any 
foreign organization? If "Yes," complete Schedule F, Parts II and IV '!i.l 

16 D1d the organ1zat1on report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or other assistance to 
or for foreign 1nd1v1duals? If "Yes," complete Schedule F, Parts III and IV • '!i.l 

17 D1d the organ1zat1on report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundra1s1ng services on Part IX, 
column (A), lines 6 and lle? If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Part I (see 1nstruct1ons) '!i.J 

18 D1d the organ1zat1on report more than $15,000 total of fund raising event gross income and contributions on Part VIII, 
lines le and Sa? If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Part II . '!i.l 

19 D1d the organ1zat1on report more than $15,000 of gross income from gaming act1v1t1es on Part VIII, line 9a? If "Yes," 
complete Schedule G, Part III • '!i.l 

14a 

14b 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 
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Form 990 (2017) Page 4 

i:JMIN Checklist of Required Schedules (contmued) 

Yes No 

20a D1d the organ1zat1on operate one or more hospital fac11it1es7 If "Yes," complete Schedule H 20a No 

b If "Yes" to line 20a, did the organization attach a copy of its audited f1nanc1al statements to this return7 
20b 

21 D1d the organ1zat1on report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to any domestic organ1zat1on or domestic 
government on Part IX, column (A), line 17 If "Yes," complete Schedule I, Parts I and II . '!i.l 

21 Yes 

22 D1d the organ1zat1on report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for domestic 1nd1v1duals on Part IX, 22 
column (A), line 27 If "Yes," complete Schedule I, Parts I and III . '!i.l Yes 

23 D1d the organ1zat1on answer "Yes" to Part VII, Section A, line 3, 4, or 5 about compensation of the organization's 
current and former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees7 If "Yes," 23 Yes 

complete Schedule J '!i,J 
24a D1d the organ1zat1on have a tax-exempt bond issue with an outstanding principal amount of more than $100,000 as of 

the last day of the year, that was issued after December 31, 20027 If "Yes," answer Imes 24b through 24d and 
No complete Schedule K If "No," go to ltne 25a 24a 

b D1d the organ1zat1on invest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyond a temporary period except1on7 
24b 

C D1d the organ1zat1on maintain an escrow account other than a refunding escrow at any time during the year 
to defease any tax-exempt bonds7 24c 

d D1d the organ1zat1on act as an "on behalf of" issuer for bonds outstanding at any time during the year7 24d 

25a Section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations. 
D1d the organ1zat1on engage in an excess benefit transaction with a d1squal1f1ed person during the year7 If "Yes," 

25a No complete Schedule L, Part I 

b Is the organ1zat1on aware that 1t engaged 1n an excess benefit transaction with a d1squalif1ed person 1n a prior year, and 
that the transaction has not been reported on any of the organization's prior Forms 990 or 990-EZ7 25b No 
If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part I 

26 D1d the organ1zat1on report any amount on Part X, line 5, 6, or 22 for receivables from or payables to any current or 
former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, highest compensated employees, or d1squal1f1ed persons7 26 No 
If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part II 

27 D1d the organ1zat1on provide a grant or other assistance to an officer, director, trustee, key employee, substantial 
contributor or employee thereof, a grant selection committee member, or to a 35% controlled entity or family member 27 No 
of any of these persons7 If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part III 

28 Was the organ1zat1on a party to a business transaction with one of the following parties (see Schedule L, Part IV 
instructions for applicable f1l1ng thresholds, cond1t1ons, and exceptions) 

a A current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee7 If "Yes," complete Schedule L, 
Part IV 28a No 

b A family member of a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee7 If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part 
IV 28b No 

C An entity of which a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee (or a family member thereof) was an 
officer, director, trustee, or direct or indirect owner7 If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part IV 28c No 

29 D1d the organ1zat1on receive more than $25,000 1n non-cash contribut1ons7 If "Yes," complete Schedule M ~ 29 Yes 

30 D1d the organ1zat1on receive contributions of art, historical treasures, or other s1m1lar assets, or qualified conservation 
contribut1ons7 If "Yes," complete Schedule M ~ 30 No 

31 D1d the organ1zat1on l1qu1date, terminate, or dissolve and cease operat1ons7 If "Yes," complete Schedule N, Part I 
31 No 

32 D1d the organ1zat1on sell, exchange, dispose of, or transfer more than 25% of its net assets7 
If "Yes," complete Schedule N, Part II 32 No 

33 D1d the organ1zat1on own 100% of an entity disregarded as separate from the organization under Regulations sections 
301 7701-2 and 301 7701-37 If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part I • '!i.l 33 No 

34 Was the organ1zat1on related to any tax-exempt or taxable ent1ty7 If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part II, III, or IV, and 
Part V, ltne 1 . ~ 34 Yes 

35a D1d the organ1zat1on have a controlled entity w1th1n the meaning of section 512(b)(13)7 35a Yes 

b If 'Yes' to line 35a, did the organization receive any payment from or engage 1n any transaction with a controlled entity 
w1th1n the meaning of section 512(b)(13)7 If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part V, ltne 2 '!i.l 35b Yes 

36 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. D1d the organ1zat1on make any transfers to an exempt non-charitable related 
organ1zat1on7 If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part V, ltne 2 ~ 36 No 

37 D1d the organ1zat1on conduct more than 5% of its act1v1t1es through an entity that 1s not a related organization and that 
1s treated as a partnership for federal income tax purposes7 If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part VI ~ 37 No 

38 D1d the organ1zat1on complete Schedule O and provide explanations in Schedule O for Part VI, lines 11b and 197 Note. 
All Form 990 filers are required to complete Schedule 0 38 Yes 

Form 990 (2017) 



Form 990 (2017) 

•@Q Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance 

Check 1f Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part V 

la Enter the number reported in Box 3 of Form 1096 Enter -0- 1f not applicable I ia I 258 

b Enter the number of Forms W-2G included 1n line la Enter -0- 1f not applicable lb 

c Did the organ1zat1on comply with backup withholding rules for reportable payments to vendors and reportable gaming 
(gambling) winnings to prize w1nners7 

Tax Statements, filed for the calendar year ending with or within the year covered by 

0 

this return 2a 716 

2a Enter the number of employees reported on Form W-3, Transmittal of Wage and I I 
~-~------------1 

b If at least one 1s reported on line 2a, did the organization file all required federal employment tax returns7 
Note.If the sum of lines la and 2a 1s greater than 250, you may be required to e-f1le (see 1nstruct1ons) 

3a Did the organ1zat1on have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more during the year7 

b If "Yes," has 1t filed a Form 990-T for this year7Jf "No" to lme 3b, provide an explanation ,n Schedule 0 

4a At any time during the calendar year, did the organ1zat1on have an interest 1n, or a signature or other authority over, a 
financial account 1n a foreign country (such as a bank account, securities account, or other f1nanc1al account)7 

b If "Yes," enter the name of the foreign country "'-------------------------
See instructions for f1l1ng requirements for F1nCEN Form 114, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAR) 

Sa Was the organ1zat1on a party to a proh1b1ted tax shelter transaction at any time during the tax year7 

b Did any taxable party notify the organ1zat1on that 1t was or 1s a party to a proh1b1ted tax shelter transact1on7 

c If "Yes," to line Sa or Sb, did the organ1zat1on file Form 8886-P 

6a Does the organ1zat1on have annual gross receipts that are normally greater than $100,000, and did the organ1zat1on 
sol1c1t any contributions that were not tax deductible as charitable contribut1ons7 

b If "Yes," did the organization include with every solic1tat1on an express statement that such contributions or gifts were 
not tax deduct1ble7 

7 Organizations that may receive deductible contributions under section 170(c). 

le 

2b 

3a 

3b 

4a 

Sa 

Sb 

Sc 

6a 

6b 

a Did the organ1zat1on receive a payment in excess of $75 made partly as a contribution and partly for goods and services 7a 
provided to the payor7 

b If "Yes," did the organization notify the donor of the value of the goods or services prov1ded7 

c Did the organ1zat1on sell, exchange, or otherwise dispose of tangible personal property for which 1t was required to file 
Form 82827 

d If "Yes," 1nd1cate the number of Forms 8282 filed during the year I 7d I 
e Did the organ1zat1on receive any funds, directly or 1nd1rectly, to pay premiums on a personal benefit contract7 

f Did the organ1zat1on, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit contract7 

g If the organ1zat1on received a contribution of qualified intellectual property, did the organ1zat1on file Form 8899 as 
requ1red7 

h If the organ1zat1on received a contribution of cars, boats, airplanes, or other vehicles, did the organization file a Form 
1098-(7 

8 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds. 
Did a donor advised fund maintained by the sponsoring organization have excess business holdings at any time during 
the year7 

9a Did the sponsoring organization make any taxable d1stribut1ons under section 49667 

b Did the sponsoring organization make a d1stribut1on to a donor, donor advisor, or related person7 

10 Section S01(c)(7) organizations. Enter 

a Init1at1on fees and capital contributions included on Part VIII, line 12 I 1oa I 
t-----+------------1 

b Gross receipts, included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, for public use of club fac1l1t1es 10b 
~-~------------1 

11 Section S01(c)(12) organizations. Enter 

a Gross income from members or shareholders 11a 
f----+------------1 

b Gross income from other sources (Do not net amounts due or paid to other sources 
against amounts due or received from them ) 11b 

~-~------------1 

12a Section 4947(a)(1) non-exempt charitable trusts. Is the organ1zat1on filing Form 990 in lieu of Form 10417 

b If "Yes," enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or accrued during the year I I 
12b 

~-~------------1 
13 Section S01(c)(29) qualified nonprofit health insurance issuers. 

a Is the organ1zat1on licensed to issue qualified health plans 1n more than one state7Note. See the instructions for 
add1t1onal information the organization must report on Schedule 0 

b Enter the amount of reserves the organ1zat1on 1s required to maintain by the states in 
which the organization 1s licensed to issue qual1f1ed health plans 

c Enter the amount of reserves on hand 

13b 

13c 

14a Did the organ1zat1on receive any payments for indoor tanning services during the tax year7 

b If "Yes," has 1t filed a Form 720 to report these payments7Jf "No," provide an explanation ,n Schedule 0 

7b 

7c 

7e 

7f 

7g 

7h 

8 

9a 

9b 

12a 

13a 

14a 

14b 
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Form 990 (2017) Page 6 

Governance, Management, and DisclosureFor each "Yes" response to Imes 2 through 7b below, and for a "No" response to Imes 
Ba, Bb, or 10b below, descnbe the circumstances, processes, or changes m Schedule O See mstruct,ons 

Check 1f Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VI 

Section A. Governing Body and Management 
Yes No 

la Enter the number of voting members of the governing body at the end of the tax year la 16 

If there are material differences in voting rights among members of the governing 
body, or 1f the governing body delegated broad authority to an executive committee or 
s1m1lar committee, explain in Schedule 0 

b Enter the number of voting members included in line la, above, who are independent 
lb 15 

2 Did any officer, director, trustee, or key employee have a family relat1onsh1p or a business relat1onsh1p with any other 
officer, director, trustee, or key employee? 2 Yes 

3 Did the organ1zat1on delegate control over management duties customarily performed by or under the direct superv1s1on 3 No of officers, directors or trustees, or key employees to a management company or other person? 

4 Did the organ1zat1on make any s1gn1f1cant changes to its governing documents since the prior Form 990 was filed? 
4 No 

5 Did the organ1zat1on become aware during the year of a s1gn1f1cant d1vers1on of the organ1zat1on's assets? 5 No 

6 Did the organ1zat1on have members or stockholders? 6 No 

7a Did the organ1zat1on have members, stockholders, or other persons who had the power to elect or appoint one or more 
members of the governing body? 7a No 

b Are any governance dec1s1ons of the organ1zat1on reserved to (or subJect to approval by) members, stockholders, or 7b No 
persons other than the governing body? 

8 Did the organ1zat1on contemporaneously document the meetings held or written actions undertaken during the year by 
the following 

a The governing body? Sa Yes 

b Each committee with authority to act on behalf of the governing body? Sb Yes 

9 ls there any officer, director, trustee, or key employee listed in Part VII, Section A, who cannot be reached at the 
organ1zat1on's mailing address? If "Yes," provide the names and addresses m Schedule 0 9 No 

Section B. Policies (This Section B requests information about po/1c1es not reqwred by the Internal Revenue Code.) 

10a Did the organ1zat1on have local chapters, branches, or aff1l1ates? 

b If "Yes," did the organization have written pol1c1es and procedures governing the act1v1t1es of such chapters, affiliates, 
and branches to ensure their operations are consistent with the organ1zat1on's exempt purposes? 

11a Has the organ1zat1on provided a complete copy of this Form 990 to all members of its governing body before filing the 
form? 

b Describe in Schedule O the process, 1f any, used by the organ1zat1on to review this Form 990 

12a Did the organ1zat1on have a written conflict of interest policy? If "No," go to lme 13 

b Were officers, directors, or trustees, and key employees required to disclose annually interests that could give rise to 
conflicts? 

C Did the organ1zat1on regularly and consistently monitor and enforce compliance with the policy? If "Yes," descnbe m 
Schedule O how this was done 

13 Did the organ1zat1on have a written wh1stleblower policy? 

14 Did the organ1zat1on have a written document retention and destruction policy? 

15 Did the process for determining compensation of the following persons include a review and approval by independent 
persons, comparab1l1ty data, and contemporaneous substant1at1on of the del1berat1on and dec1s1on? 

a The organ1zat1on's CEO, Executive Director, or top management off1c1al 

b Other officers or key employees of the organ1zat1on 

If "Yes" to line 15a or 15b, describe the process in Schedule O (see instructions) 

16a Did the organ1zat1on invest 1n, contribute assets to, or part1c1pate in a Joint venture or s1m1lar arrangement with a 
taxable entity during the year? 

b If "Yes," did the organization follow a written policy or procedure requiring the organization to evaluate its part1c1pat1on 
in Joint venture arrangements under applicable federal tax law, and take steps to safeguard the organ1zat1on's exempt 
status with respect to such arrangements? 

Section C. Disclosure 
17 List the States with which a copy of this Form 990 1s required to be filed.,. 

CA 

18 Section 6104 requires an organ1zat1on to make its Form 1023 (or 1024 1f applicable), 990, and 990-T (501(c)(3)s only) 
available for public inspection Indicate how you made these available Check all that apply 

~ Own website D Another's website ~ Upon request D Other (explain 1n Schedule 0) 

19 Describe in Schedule O whether (and 1f so, how) the organization made its governing documents, conflict of interest 
policy, and f1nanc1al statements available to the public during the tax year 

20 State the name, address, and telephone number of the person who possesses the organ1zat1on's books and records 
... JOHN DAVIS 886 CANNERY ROW Monterey, CA 93940 (831) 648-4800 

Yes No 

10a No 

10b 

11a Yes 

12a Yes 

12b Yes 

12c Yes 

13 Yes 

14 Yes 

15a Yes 

15b Yes 

16a No 

16b 

Form 990 (2017) 



Form 990 (2017) Page 7 

1@ijfi Compensation of Officers, Directors,Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated Employees, 
and Independent Contractors 

Check 1f Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VII D 
Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees 

la Complete this table for all persons required to be listed Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or w1th1n the organization's tax 
year 

• List all of the organ1zat1on's current officers, directors, trustees (whether 1nd1v1duals or organ1zat1ons), regardless of amount 
of compensation Enter -0- in columns (D), (E), and (F) 1f no compensation was paid 

• List all of the organ1zat1on's current key employees, 1f any See instructions for def1nit1on of "key employee " 

• List the organization's five current highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee or key employee) 
who received reportable compensation (Box 5 of Form W-2 and/or Box 7 of Form 1099-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the 
organization and any related organ1zat1ons 

• List all of the organ1zat1on's former officers, key employees, or highest compensated employees who received more than $100,000 
of reportable compensation from the organ1zat1on and any related organizations 

• List all of the organ1zat1on's former directors or trustees that received, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the 
organization, more than $10,000 of reportable compensation from the organ1zat1on and any related organizations 

List persons in the following order 1nd1v1dual trustees or directors, 1nst1tut1onal trustees, officers, key employees, highest 
compensated employees, and former such persons 

D Check this box 1f neither the organization nor any related organ1zat1on compensated any current officer, director, or trustee 

(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 
Name and Title Average Pos1t1on ( do not check more Reportable Reportable 

hours per than one box, unless person compensation compensation 
week (list 1s both an officer and a from the from related 
any hours director/trustee) organ1zat1on (W- organizations 
for related 

~ 3" ~ 
;,;- ,r, I 2/1099-MISC) (W- 2/1099-

""Tl 
organizations ::i. :, -~ 3 <LS :2 MISC) 
below dotted Q_ -: ~ 0 n - :::, - ~ -~ 

~ :!: ,r, 
'.;! ?: ~ line) ~ Cc 3 C 

0~ ,-, ,:i •t• 
0 IL• CJ 

~ 

2 Q .,.. § - ,t, ,. ::i ,t, -,:, 

:t "' 
,r, 
:::; ,r, ;'.! ., 

,r a ,[, 
,t, 
Cc 

See Add1t1onal Data Table 

(F) 
Estimated 

amount of other 
compensation 

from the 
organ1zat1on and 

related 
organizations 

Form 990 (2017) 



Form 990 (2017) Page 8 
1:r.. .... , ••• Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees (continued) 

(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 
Name and Title Average Pos1t1on ( do not check more Reportable Reportable 

hours per than one box, unless person compensation compensation 
week (list 1s both an officer and a from the from related 
any hours d I rector/trustee) organ1zat1on (W- organ1zat1ons (W-
for related 

~ 3" ~ 
;x: <t• I 2/1099-MISC) 2/1099-MISC) 

"Tl 
organ1zat1ons c.:. :, .~ 3<Q Q 
below dotted @- ;: ~ 0 n- ::::, -~ 

~ :!: <{, 1-, •I• 
~ line) :P. c.:. 3 ~- ~ 

' C: 0~ ,-, ,:, <t• 
0 it, 0 

~ Q ,:) 

2 - ·~ 3 'I> ,, ::i ,t, v 
~ "' 

,r, 
:::; ,r, ;'.! ., 

,r a ,[, 
<l' 
c.:. 

See Add1t1onal Data Table 

lb Sub-Total ... 
c Total from continuation sheets to Part VII, Section A ... 
d Total (add lines lb and le) ... 3,175,685 

2 Total number of ind1v1duals (1nclud1ng but not limited to those listed above) who received more than $100,000 
of reportable compensation from the organization II> 68 

3 D1d the organ1zat1on 11st any former officer, director or trustee, key employee, or highest compensated employee on 
line la? If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such tndtvtdual 

4 For any 1nd1v1dual listed on line la, 1s the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from the 
organ1zat1on and related organ1zat1ons greater than $150,0007 If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such 
tndtvtdual 

5 D1d any person listed on line la receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization or 1nd1v1dual for 
services rendered to the organizat1on?If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such person 

Section B. Independent Contractors 

0 

(F) 
Estimated 

amount of other 
compensation 

from the 
organization and 

related 
organ1zat1ons 

574,266 

Yes No 

3 No 

4 Yes 

5 No 

1 Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of compensation 
from the organ1zat1on Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or w1th1n the organization's tax year 

(A) (BJ (C) 
Name and business address Descnpt1on of services Compensation 

Blach Construction Company, Construction 5,224,932 
2020 FORTUNE DRIVE SUITE 100 
SAN JOSE, CA 95131 

Impacts Research and Development, Advert1s1ng 4,663,644 
3720 FALCON RIDGE DRIVE 
MEDINA, OH 44256 

Mark Cavagnero Associates, Architect 1,469,092 
1045 SANSOME STREET 200 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111 

Bogard Construction Inc, Construction 1,029,299 
350 CORAL STREET STE A-106 
SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060 

Bates Homes Inc, Construction 646,120 
22699 PICADOR DR 
SALINAS, CA 93908 

2 Total number of independent contractors (including but not l1m1ted to those listed above) who received more than $100,000 of 
compensation from the organization II> 70 

Form 990 (2017) 



Form 990 (2017) Page 9 

1:)ffif)ifi Statement of Revenue 

Check 1f Schedule O contains a response or note to any line 1n this Part VIII D 
(A) (B) (C) (D) 

Total revenue Related or Unrelated Revenue 
exempt business excluded from 
function revenue tax under sections 
revenue 512-514 

la Federated campaigns I la 
~~ 

I I = = b Membership dues lb 13,449,705 
~ = .... 0 

Fundra1sing events I I (.=i E C le 
(I) <X: d Related organizations I 1d I ;:: .... ·- ~ 

I I (.=,:: e Government grants (contributions) le 90,650 
. E 

vi·- f All other contributions, gifts, grants, 

I I 
= ti) 
0 and s1m1lar amounts not included 1f 26,835,455 ·.: .... 

above Q) = .:: .:::: - g Noncash contributions included ·.::: 0 - 1n lines la-lf $ 2,523,088 = "t:: 
0 = h Total.Add lines la-lf ... u ~ 40,375,810 

-
:i., Business Code 

~ 2a ADMISSION FEES 611600 48,721,237 48,721,237 '\. 
> 
~ b U I IL" 1'"'1v,_.1u "V"'\I ,c ·c, IUC 900099 1,226,260 1,226,260 

l,, 
,.;) C > 
] d 

E e 
ro 
O> f All other program service revenue 
0 49,947,497 
&: 9Total.Add lines 2a-2f ... 

3 Investment income (including d1v1dends, interest, and other 
2,207,431 -77,537 2,129,894 s1m1lar amounts) ... 

4 Income from investment of tax-exempt bond proceeds ... 0 

5 Royalties ... 7,757 7,757 

(1) Real (11) Personal 

6a Gross rents 
4,554,519 158,610 

b Less rental expenses 1,846,708 

C Rental income or 2,707,811 158,610 
(loss) 

d Net rental income or (loss) ... 2,866,421 81,940 2,784,481 

(1) Securities (11) Other 

7a Gross amount 
from sales of 69,792,178 
assets other 
than inventory 

b Less cost or 
other basis and 64,330,022 56,587 
sales expenses 

C Gain or (loss) 5,462,156 -56,587 

d Net gain or (loss) ... 5,405,569 117,846 5,287,723 

Sa Gross income from fundra1s1ng events 
~ (not 1nclud1ng $ of 
= contributions reported on line le) 
f See Part IV, line 18 a 0 
> 
~ b Less direct expenses b 0 a: ... c Net income or (loss) from fundra1sing events ... 0 
~ 

.t: 9a Gross income from gaming act1v1t1es ... 
0 See Part IV, line 19 

a 0 

b Less direct expenses b 0 

c Net income or (loss) from gaming act1v1t1es ... 0 

10aGross sales of inventory, less 
returns and allowances 

a 0 

b Less cost of goods sold b 0 

c Net income or (loss) from sales of inventory ... 0 

Miscellaneous Revenue Business Code 

11aucENSING REVENUE 900099 247,367 247,367 

b MEMBER EVENTS 900099 81,855 81,855 

c ALL OTHER REVENUE 900099 242,030 242,030 

d All other revenue 

e Total. Add lines 11a-11d ... 
571,252 

12 Total revenue. See Instructions ... 
101,381,737 50,518,749 122,249 10,209,855 

Form 990 (2017) 



Form 990 (2017) Page 10 
lifiif:j Statement of Functional Expenses 
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations must complete all columns All other organ1zat1ons must complete column (A) 

Check 1f Schedule O contains a response or note to any line 1n this Part IX D 
Do not include amounts reported on lines 6b, (A) (BJ (C) 

(D) 
7b, Sb, 9b, and 10b of Part VIII. Total expenses 

Program service Management and 
Fund ra 1s1 ngex penses 

expenses general expenses 

1 Grants and other assistance to domestic organ1zat1ons and 685,213 685,213 

domestic governments See Part IV, line 21 

2 Grants and other assistance to domestic ind1v1duals See Part 38,850 38,850 

IV, line 22 

3 Grants and other assistance to foreign organ1zat1ons, foreign 37,069 37,069 

governments, and foreign ind1v1duals See Part IV, line 15 
and 16 

4 Benefits paid to or for members 0 

5 Compensation of current officers, directors, trustees, and 2,744,109 842,849 1,562,469 338,791 

key employees 

6 Compensation not included above, to d1squal1f1ed persons (as 0 

defined under section 4958(f)(1)) and persons described 1n 
section 4958(c)(3)(B) 

7 Other salaries and wages 31,582,273 26,551,306 3,713,247 1,317,720 

8 Pension plan accruals and contributions (include section 401 2,821,537 2,372,257 331,604 117,676 

(k) and 403(b) employer contributions) 

9 Other employee benefits 5,798,810 4,464,435 1,010,340 324,035 

10 Payroll taxes 2,490,146 2,018,580 362,905 108,661 

11 Fees for services (non-employees) 

a Management 0 

b Legal 208,168 114,242 82,631 11,295 

c Accou nt1 ng 283,691 269,503 12,974 1,214 

d Lobbying 209,661 209,661 

e Professional fundra1sing services See Part IV, line 17 219,606 219,606 

f Investment management fees 293,331 293,331 

g Other (If line 11g amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column 10,058,266 9,052,523 861,269 144,474 

(A) amount, 11st line 11g expenses on Schedule 0) 

12 Advertising and promotion 7,859,870 7,605,957 239,015 14,898 

13 Office expenses 5,904,543 4,915,849 701,544 287,150 

14 Information technology 1,262,273 1,146,271 110,716 5,286 

15 Royalties 0 

16 Occupancy 673,848 360,158 304,594 9,096 

17 Travel 2,259,537 1,845,327 237,532 176,678 

18 Payments of travel or entertainment expenses for any 0 

federal, state, or local public off1c1als 

19 Conferences, conventions, and meetings 251,979 150,293 85,224 16,462 

20 Interest 0 

21 Payments to aff1l1ates 0 

22 Deprec1at1on, depletion, and amort1zat1on 13,947,060 12,668,952 1,249,374 28,734 

23 Insurance 646,304 514,936 129,080 2,288 

24 Other expenses Itemize expenses not covered above (List 
miscellaneous expenses 1n line 24e If line 24e amount 
exceeds 10% of line 25, column (A) amount, list line 24e 
expenses on Schedule O ) 

a MARINE LIFE CARE 1,536,935 1,502,955 33,939 41 

b MERCHANT FEES 848,907 3,505 845,402 

c ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE WRITE-OFF 201,701 201,701 

d 

e Al I other expenses 

25 Total functional expenses. Add lines 1 through 24e 92,863,687 77,370,691 12,368,891 3,124,105 

26 Joint costs. Complete this line only 1f the organization 
reported 1n column (B) Joint costs from a combined 
educational campaign and fundra1sing sol1c1tat1on 

Check here II> D 1f following SOP 98-2 (ASC 958-720) 

Form 990 (2017) 



Form 990 (2017) Page 11 

l@i:i Balance Sheet 

Check 1f Schedule O contains a response or note to any line 1n this Part IX D 
(A) (B) 

Beginning of year End of year 

1 Cash-no n-1 nterest-bea ring 12,545,764 1 18,038,931 

2 Savings and temporary cash investments 24,045,150 2 28,115,040 

3 Pledges and grants receivable, net 44,408,121 3 18,178,960 

4 Accounts receivable, net 1,992,337 4 2,809,417 

5 Loans and other receivables from current and former officers, directors, 
trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees Complete Part 0 5 0 
II of Schedule L 

6 Loans and other receivables from other d1squalif1ed persons (as defined under 
section 4958(f)(1)), persons described 1n section 4958(c)(3)(B), and 
contributing employers and sponsoring organ1zat1ons of section 501(c)(9) 0 6 0 
voluntary employees' benef1c1ary organ1zat1ons (see instructions) Complete 

V'! Part II of Schedule L - 7 Notes and loans receivable, net 0 7 0 QI 
V'! 8 Inventories for sale or use 0 8 0 V'! 

<( 
9 Prepaid expenses and deferred charges 857,874 9 555,145 

10a Land, buildings, and equipment cost or other 
basis Complete Part VI of Schedule D 10a 287,583,113 

b Less accumulated deprec1at1on 10b 152,029,621 135,282,124 10c 135,553,492 

11 Investments-publicly traded securities 14,755,156 11 9,883,247 

12 Investments-other securities See Part IV, line 11 191,172,048 12 250,109,077 

13 Investments-program-related See Part IV, line 11 0 13 0 

14 Intangible assets 0 14 0 

15 Other assets See Part IV, line 11 12,663,588 15 11,722,853 

16 Total assets.Add lines 1 through 15 (must equal line 34) 437,722,162 16 474,966,162 

17 Accounts payable and accrued expenses 8,275,300 17 10,464,811 

18 Grants payable 0 18 0 

19 Deferred revenue 9,860,984 19 9,896,046 

20 Tax-exempt bond liab1l1t1es 0 20 0 

r,/1 21 Escrow or custodial account l1ab11ity Complete Part IV of Schedule D 0 21 0 

.92 22 Loans and other payables to current and former officers, directors, trustees, 
·"'= - key employees, highest compensated employees, and d1squal1f1ed :.c 
ct persons Complete Part II of Schedule L 0 22 0 

::i 23 Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties 0 23 0 

24 Unsecured notes and loans payable to unrelated third parties 0 24 0 

25 Other liab11it1es (1nclud1ng federal income tax, payables to related third parties, 136,729 25 130,458 
and other liab11it1es not included on lines 17-24) 
Complete Part X of Schedule D 

26 Total liabilities.Add lines 17 through 25 18,273,013 26 20,491,315 

,J\ Organizations that follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here II> ~ and 
(I.) 

~ complete lines 27 through 29, and lines 33 and 34. 
c;; 27 Unrestricted net assets 321,644,408 27 377,486,453 

c;; 28 Temporarily restricted net assets 80,848,831 28 59,536,394 co 
'-' 29 Permanently restricted net assets .... 16,955,910 29 17,452,000 

Li:'. Organizations that do not follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), 
.... check here II> D and complete lines 30 through 34. 
0 
,J\ 30 Capital stock or trust principal, or current funds 30 -(I.) 
,J\ 

31 Pa1d-1n or capital surplus, or land, building or equipment fund 31 
,J\ 32 Retained earnings, endowment, accumulated income, or other funds 32 c:x: - 33 Total net assets or fund balances 419,449,149 33 454,474,847 (I.) 

z 34 Total l1ab1l1t1es and net assets/fund balances 437,722,162 34 474,966,162 

Form 990 (2017) 



Form 990 (2017) Page 12 

•@f:fl Reconcilliation of Net Assets 

Check 1f Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part XI 

1 Total revenue (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12) 1 101,381,737 

2 Total expenses (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25) 2 92,863,687 

3 Revenue less expenses Subtract line 2 from line 1 3 8,518,050 

4 Net assets or fund balances at beginning of year (must equal Part X, line 33, column (A)) 4 419,449,149 

5 Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments 5 26,115,251 

6 Donated services and use of fac1l1t1es 6 

7 Investment expenses 7 

8 Prior period adJustments 8 

9 Other changes in net assets or fund balances (explain 1n Schedule 0) 9 392,397 

10 Net assets or fund balances at end of year Combine lines 3 through 9 (must equal Part X, line 33, column (B)) 10 454,474,847 

•:r. r..-.••• Financial Statements and Reporting 

Check 1f Schedule O contains a response or note to any line 1n this Part XII D 
Yes No 

1 Accounting method used to prepare the Form 990 D Cash ~ Accrual D Other 

If the organ1zat1on changed its method of accounting from a prior year or checked "Other," explain 1n 
Schedule 0 

2a Were the organization's f1nanc1al statements compiled or reviewed by an independent accountant? 2a No 

If 'Yes,' check a box below to 1nd1cate whether the financial statements for the year were compiled or reviewed on a 
separate basis, consolidated basis, or both 

D Separate basis D Consolidated basis D Both consolidated and separate basis 

b Were the organization's f1nanc1al statements audited by an independent accountant? 2b Yes 

If 'Yes,' check a box below to 1nd1cate whether the financial statements for the year were audited on a separate basis, 
consolidated basis, or both 

D Separate basis ~ Consolidated basis D Both consolidated and separate basis 

C If "Yes,'' to line 2a or 2b, does the organ1zat1on have a committee that assumes respons1b1l1ty for oversight 
of the audit, review, or comp1lat1on of its financial statements and selection of an independent accountant? 2c Yes 

If the organ1zat1on changed either its oversight process or selection process during the tax year, explain 1n Schedule 0 

3a As a result of a federal award, was the organ1zat1on required to undergo an audit or audits as set forth in the Single 
Audit Act and 0MB Circular A-133? 3a No 

b If "Yes," did the organization undergo the required audit or audits? If the organization did not undergo the required 
audit or audits, explain why in Schedule O and describe any steps taken to undergo such audits 3b 

Form 990 (2017) 
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Software ID: 

Software Version: 

EIN: 94-2487469 

Name: Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

Form 990 (2017) 

Form 990, Part III, Line 4a: 
Manne Life Exh1b1t1on and Care - See Schedule 0 



Form 990, Part III, Line 4b: 
Education and Outreach - See Schedule 0 



Form 990, Part III, Line 4c: 
Conservation and Research - See Schedule 0 



Form 990, Part VII - Compensation of Officers, Directors,Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated Employees, 
and Independent Contractors 

Steve Neal 

Chairman 

Dr Peter S Bing 

Chair Emeritus 

Julie Packard 

Executive Director 

Susan Bell 

Trustee 

Margaret Caldwell 

Trustee 

(A) 
Name and Title 

Samantha Campbell 

Trustee 

Caroline Getty 

Trustee 

MRC Greenwood 

Trustee 

W1ll1am Landreth 

Trustee 

Joan Lane 

Trustee 

(B) 
Average 

hours per 
week (11st 
any hours 
for related 

organizations 
below dotted 

line) 

1 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

28 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

(C) 
Pos1t1on ( do not check more 

than one box, unless 
person 1s both an officer 
and a director/trustee) 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

'.:: 
,J 
•T 

X 

X 

I[, 
it, 0 

,:) 

3 
-ry ,r, 
:::; ., 
a 
,r, 
&:!. 

(D) 
Reportable 

compensation 
from the 

organ1zat1on 
(W- 2/1099-

MISC) 

0 

0 

307,867 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(E) 
Reportable 

compensation 
from related 
organ1zat1ons 
(W- 2/1099-

MISC) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(F) 
Estimated 

amount of other 
compensation 

from the 
organ1zat1on and 

related 
organizations 

0 

0 

39,017 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



Form 990, Part VII - Compensation of Officers, Directors,Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated Employees, 
and Independent Contractors 

Michael Mantell 

Trustee 

Connie Martinez 

Trustee 

Gideon Yu 

Trustee 

Pietro Parravano 

Trustee 

Chris Scholin 

Trustee 

Mark Wan 

Trustee 

Troy A Grande 

(A) 
Name and Title 

CFO as of 3/20/2017 

Cynthia Vernon 

Chief Operating Officer 

Barbara Wright 

Secretary 

Cristina Fekec1 

Chief Development Officer 

(B) 
Average 

hours per 
week (11st 
any hours 
for related 

organizations 
below dotted 

line) 

1 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

40 0 

1 0 

40 0 

1 0 

1 0 

0 0 

40 0 

0 0 

(C) 
Pos1t1on ( do not check more 

than one box, unless 
person 1s both an officer 
and a director/trustee) 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

'.:: 
,J 
•T 

X 

X 

X 

X 

I[, 
it, 0 

,:) 

3 
-ry ,r, 
:::; ., 
a 
,r, 
&:!. 

(D) 
Reportable 

compensation 
from the 

organ1zat1on 
(W- 2/1099-

MISC) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

213,468 

263,434 

0 

298,511 

(E) 
Reportable 

compensation 
from related 
organ1zat1ons 
(W- 2/1099-

MISC) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(F) 
Estimated 

amount of other 
compensation 

from the 
organ1zat1on and 

related 
organizations 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

27,110 

49,822 

0 

40,280 



Form 990, Part VII - Compensation of Officers, Directors,Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated Employees, 
and Independent Contractors 

(A) 
Name and Title 

Marian Martha Hahn 

Chief Marketing Officer 

Margaret Spring 

VP Con & Sc, Chief Cnsrv Off 

Teresa Jeanine Merry 

Chief Human Resources Officer 

Charles Aslanian 

VP of Fac1l1ty Operations 

David Rosenberg 

VP of Guest Experience 

Kev1 n Kearns 

VP of Exh1b1t1ons 

Randall Hamilton 

VP of Husbandry thru 11/1/2017 

Anna Camp1s1 

Controller Director of Acctg 

Jennifer D1anto Kemmerly 

Dir,Global F1shenes&Aquacultr 

Nancy Enterline 

VP of Development 

(B) 
Average 

hours per 
week (11st 
any hours 
for related 

organizations 
below dotted 

line) 

40 0 

0 0 

40 0 

0 0 

40 0 

0 0 

40 0 

0 0 

40 0 

0 0 

40 0 

0 0 

40 0 

0 0 

40 0 

0 0 

40 0 

0 0 

40 0 

0 0 

(C) 
Pos1t1on ( do not check more 

than one box, unless 
person 1s both an officer 
and a director/trustee) 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

(D) 
Reportable 

compensation 
from the 

organ1zat1on 
(W- 2/1099-

MISC) 

211,731 

203,056 

191,391 

160,307 

157,594 

152,406 

166,090 

189,201 

176,683 

163,079 

(E) 
Reportable 

compensation 
from related 
organ1zat1ons 
(W- 2/1099-

MISC) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(F) 
Estimated 

amount of other 
compensation 

from the 
organ1zat1on and 

related 
organizations 

31,775 

42,349 

52,359 

49,966 

16,902 

33,139 

35,536 

18,955 

28,938 

50,442 



Form 990, Part VII - Compensation of Officers, Directors,Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated Employees, 
and Independent Contractors 

(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) 
Name and Title Average Pos1t1on ( do not check more Reportable Reportable Estimated 

hours per than one box, unless compensation compensation amount of other 
week (11st person 1s both an officer from the from related compensation 
any hours and a director/trustee) organ1zat1on organ1zat1ons from the 
for related ,-, :i ~ 

;,;- <t, I (W- 2/1099- (W- 2/1099- organ1zat1on and 
""Tl 

organizations -=, :, -~ 3<Q :2 MISC) MISC) related c.:. 
below dotted @- ;: ,: 0 n- :::, organizations -~ 

~ :!: ,r, 9; ~ line) :P. c.:. 3 
' C: 0~ ,-, ,:i <{, 

0 it, 0 
~ Q ,:) 

2 - .,.. 
3 ,t, ,, :::i ,t, -ry 

~ 
,r, 
:::; ,r, '.:: ., 

•I a •T ,r, 
c.:. 

Diane Sena 40 0 

...................................................................... ................. X 161,820 0 28,388 
Dir Non-Aq Property Mgmt GM 0 0 

Mary C Mullen 40 0 

...................................................................... ................. X 159,047 0 29,288 
VP of Gift Planning 0 0 
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SCHEDULE A 
(Form 990 or 
990EZ) 

Public Charity Status and Public Support 
Complete if the organization is a section 501(c)(3) organization or a section 

4947(a)( 1) nonexempt charitable trust. 
~ Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. 

0MB No 1545-0047 

2017 
DepJrtnk'nt of the TreJ~un ~ Information about Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at 

www.irs. ov form990. 
Open to Public 

Inspection 
Name of the organization 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

Employer identification number 

94-2487469 •ifii• Reason for Public Charity Status (All organ1zat1ons must complete this part.) See instructions. 
The organization 1s not a private foundation because 1t 1s (For lines 1 through 12, check only one box ) 

1 D 
2 D 
3 D 
4 D 
5 D 
6 D 
7 ~ 

8 D 
9 D 

10 D 

11 D 
12 D 

a D 

b D 

C D 
d D 

e D 

A church, convention of churches, or assoc1at1on of churches described 1n section 170(b)(1)(A)(i). 

A school described 1n section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii). (Attach Schedule E (Form 990 or 990-EZ) ) 

A hospital or a cooperative hospital service organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii). 

A medical research organ1zat1on operated in coniunct1on with a hospital described 1n section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii). Enter the hospital's 
name, city, and state 

An organization operated for the benefit of a college or university owned or operated by a governmental unit described in section 170 
(b)(l)(A)(iv). (Complete Part II ) 

A federal, state, or local government or governmental unit described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(v). 

An organization that normally receives a substantial part of its support from a governmental unit or from the general public described 1n 
section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). (Complete Part II ) 

A community trust described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) (Complete Part II ) 

An agricultural research organization described in 170(b)(1)(A)(ix) operated 1n coniunct1on with a land-grant college or un1vers1ty or a 
non-land grant college of agriculture See instructions Enter the name, city, and state of the college or university 

An organization that normally receives (1) more than 331/3% of its support from contributions, membership fees, and gross receipts 
from act1v1t1es related to its exempt funct1ons-subJect to certain exceptions, and (2) no more than 331/3% of its support from gross 
investment income and unrelated business taxable income (less section 511 tax) from businesses acquired by the organ1zat1on after June 
30, 1975 See section 509(a)(2). (Complete Part III ) 

An organization organized and operated exclusively to test for public safety See section 509(a)(4). 

An organization organized and operated exclusively for the benefit of, to perform the functions of, or to carry out the purposes of one or 
more publicly supported organizations described 1n section 509(a)(1) or section 509(a)(2). See section 509(a)(3). Check the box 
in lines 12a through 12d that describes the type of supporting organization and complete lines 12e, 12f, and 12g 

Type I. A supporting organization operated, supervised, or controlled by its supported organizat1on(s), typically by giving the supported 
organ1zat1on(s) the power to regularly appoint or elect a maJority of the directors or trustees of the supporting organ1zat1on You must 
complete Part IV, Sections A and B. 
Type II. A supporting organization supervised or controlled 1n connection with its supported organ1zat1on(s), by having control or 
management of the supporting organ1zat1on vested 1n the same persons that control or manage the supported organ1zat1on(s) You 
must complete Part IV, Sections A and C. 
Type Ill functionally integrated. A supporting organ1zat1on operated 1n connection with, and functionally integrated with, its 
supported organizat1on(s) (see instructions) You must complete Part IV, Sections A, D, and E. 
Type Ill non-functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with its supported organizat1on(s) that 1s not 
functionally integrated The organ1zat1on generally must satisfy a d1stribut1on requirement and an attentiveness requirement (see 
instructions) You must complete Part IV, Sections A and D, and Part V. 
Check this box 1f the organization received a written determination from the IRS that 1t 1s a Type I, Type II, Type III functionally 
integrated, or Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organization 

f Enter the number of supported organ1zat1ons 

g Provide the following information about the supported organ1zat1on(s) 

(i) Name of supported (ii) EIN (iii) Type of 
organization organ1zat1on 

(described on lines 
1- 10 above (see 

instructions)) 

Total 
For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for 
Form 990 or 990-EZ. 

(iv) ls the organization listed (v) Amount of (vi) Amount of 
1n your governing document? monetary support other support (see 

(see 1nstruct1ons) 1nstruct1ons) 

Yes No 

Cat No 11285F Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 

I 



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 Page 2 

lifiif• Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Sections 170(b)(1)(A)(iv), 170(b)(1)(A)(vi), and 170 
(b)(l)(A)(ix) 
(Complete only 1f you checked the box on line 5, 7, 8, or 9 of Part I or 1f the organ1zat1on failed to qualify under Part 
III. If the organ1zat1on falls to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part III.) 

Section A. Public Suooort 
Calendar year (a) 2013 (b) 2014 (c) 2015 (d) 2016 (e)2017 (f) Total (or fiscal year beginning in)~ 

1 Gifts, grants, contributions, and 
membership fees received (Do not 44,782,063 47,916,874 29,085,009 78,487,795 40,375,810 240,647,551 
include any "unusual grant ") 

2 Tax revenues levied for the 
organ1zat1on's benefit and either 0 0 0 0 0 0 
paid to or expended on its behalf 

3 The value of services or fac11it1es 
furnished by a governmental unit to 0 0 0 0 0 0 
the organization without charge 

4 Total. Add lines 1 through 3 44,782,063 47,916,874 29,085,009 78,487,795 40,375,810 240,647,551 

5 The portion of total contributions by 
each person ( other than a 
governmental unit or publicly 
supported organization) included on 55,716,773 
line 1 that exceeds 2% of the 
amount shown on line 11, column 
(f) 

6 Public support. Subtract line 5 
184,930,778 

from line 4 

s ect1on B. Tota IS uaoort 
Calendar year 

(a)2013 (b)2014 (c)2015 (d)2016 (e)2017 (f)Total (or fiscal year beginning in)~ 
7 Amounts from line 4 44,782,063 47,916,874 29,085,009 78,487,795 40,375,810 240,647,551 

8 Gross income from interest, 
d1v1dends, payments received on 
securities loans, rents, royalties 5,420,675 6,399,701 6,676,470 6,665,009 6,928,617 32,090,472 
and income from s1m1lar sources 

9 Net income from unrelated 
business act1v1t1es, whether or not 0 0 0 0 0 0 
the business 1s regularly carried on 

10 Other income Do not include gain 
or loss from the sale of capital 0 0 0 0 0 0 
assets (Explain in Part VI ) 

11 Total support. Add lines 7 through 272,738,023 
10 

12 Gross receipts from related act1v1t1es, etc (see 1nstruct1ons) I 12 I 227,534,942 

13 First five years. If the Form 990 1s for the organization's first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3) organ1zat1on, 

check this box and stop here . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage 
14 Public support percentage for 2017 (line 6, column (f) d1v1ded by line 11, column (f)) 

15 Public support percentage for 2016 Schedule A, Part II, line 14 

.. ~o 
14 

15 
16a 33 1/30/o support test-2017. If the organization did not check the box on line 13, and line 14 1s 33 1/3% or more, check this box 

67 805 % 

87 252 % 

and stop here. The organ1zat1on qual1f1es as a publicly supported organization ~ ~ 
b 33 1/3°/o support test-2016. If the organ1zat1on did not check a box on line 13 or 16a, and line 15 1s 33 1/3% or more, check this 

box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organ1zat1on ~ D 
17a 10°/o-facts-and-circumstances test-2017. If the organ1zat1on did not check a box on line 13, 16a, or 16b, and line 14 

1s 10% or more, and 1f the organ1zat1on meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test, check this box and stop here. Explain 
1n Part VI how the organ1zat1on meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test The organ1zat1on qualifies as a publicly supported 

organization 
b 10°/o-facts-and-circumstances test-2016. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, or 17a, and line 

15 1s 10% or more, and 1f the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test, check this box and stop here. 
Explain 1n Part VI how the organ1zat1on meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test The organ1zat1on qualifies as a publicly 

supported organization 
18 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, 17a, or 17b, check this box and see 

1nstruct1ons 
Schedule A <Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 Page 3 

MifiiOM Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Section 509(a)(2) 
(Complete only 1f you checked the box on line 10 of Part I or 1f the organ1zat1on failed to qualify under Part II. If 
the organ1zat1on fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part II.) 

Section A. Public Suooort 
Calendar year (a) 2013 (b) 2014 (c) 2015 (d) 2016 (e) 2017 (f) Total 

(or fiscal year beginning in)~ 
1 Gifts, grants, contributions, and 

membership fees received (Do not 
include any "unusual grants ") 

2 Gross receipts from adm1ss1ons, 
merchandise sold or services 
performed, or fac1l1t1es furnished 1n 
any act1v1ty that 1s related to the 
organization's tax-exempt purpose 

3 Gross receipts from act1v1t1es that are 
not an unrelated trade or business 
under section 513 

4 Tax revenues levied for the 
organization's benefit and either paid 
to or expended on its behalf 

5 The value of services or fac1l1t1es 
furnished by a governmental unit to 
the organ1zat1on without charge 

6 Total. Add lines 1 through 5 
7a Amounts included on lines 1, 2, and 

3 received from d1squal1f1ed persons 
b Amounts included on lines 2 and 3 

received from other than d1squal1f1ed 
persons that exceed the greater of 
$5,000 or 1 % of the amount on line 
13 for the year 

C Add lines 7a and 7b 
8 Public support. (Subtract line 7c 

from line 6 ) 

Section B. Total Support 

Calendar year (a) 2013 (b) 2014 (c) 2015 (d) 2016 (e) 2017 (f) Total 
(or fiscal year beginning in)~ 

9 Amounts from line 6 
10a Gross income from interest, 

d1v1dends, payments received on 
securities loans, rents, royalties and 
income from s1m1lar sources 

b Unrelated business taxable income 
(less section 511 taxes) from 
businesses acquired after June 30, 
1975 

C Add lines 10a and 10b 
11 Net income from unrelated business 

act1v1t1es not included 1n line 10b, 
whether or not the business 1s 
regularly earned on 

12 Other income Do not include gain or 
loss from the sale of capital assets 
(Explain 1n Part VI ) 

13 Total support. (Add lines 9, 10c, 
11, and 12 ) 

14 First five years. If the Form 990 1s for the organ1zat1on's first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3) organization, 

check this box and stop here 

Section C. Com utation of Public Su ort Percenta e 
15 Public support percentage for 2017 (line 8, column (f) d1v1ded by line 13, column (f)) 

16 Public support percentage from 2016 Schedule A, Part Ill, line 15 

Section D. Computation of Investment Income Percentage 
17 Investment income percentage for 2017 (line 10c, column (f) d1v1ded by line 13, column (f)) 

18 Investment income percentage from 2016 Schedule A, Part Ill, line 17 

~o 
15 

16 

17 

18 
19a 331/3°/o support tests-2017. If the organ1zat1on did not check the box on line 14, and line 15 1s more than 33 1/3%, and line 17 1s not 

20 

more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organ1zat1on qual1f1es as a publicly supported organization ~o 
b 33 1/3°/o support tests-2016. If the organization did not check a box on line 14 or line 19a, and line 16 1s more than 33 1/3% and line 18 1s 

not more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organ1zat1on qualifies as a publicly supported organ1zat1on 

Private foundation. If the organ1zat1on did not check a box on line 14, 19a, or 19b, check this box and see 1nstruct1ons 

~o 
~o 

Schedule A <Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 
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lifild Supporting Organizations 
(Complete only 1f you checked a box on line 12 of Part I If you checked 12a of Part I, complete Sections A and B If you checked 12b of 
Part I, complete Sections A and C If you checked 12c of Part I, complete Sections A, D, and E If you checked 12d of Part I, complete 
Sections A and D, and complete Part V ) 

S II S 0 ect1on A. A uooortma raanizat1ons 
Yes No 

1 Are all of the organ1zat1on's supported organizations listed by name in the organization's governing documents, 
If "No," descnbe in Part VI how the supported organ1zat1ons are designated If designated by class or purpose, 
descnbe the designation If htstonc and continuing relat,onshtp, explain 

1 

2 D1d the organ1zat1on have any supported organ1zat1on that does not have an IRS determ1nat1on of status under section 509 
(a)( 1) or (2)7 If "Yes," explain in Part VI how the organtzat,on determined that the supported organ1zat1on was descnbed 
in section 509(a)(1) or (2) 

2 

3a D1d the organ1zat1on have a supported organ1zat1on described in section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6)7 If "Yes," answer (b) and (c) 
below 3a 

b D1d the organ1zat1on confirm that each supported organ1zat1on qual1f1ed under section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) and sat1sf1ed 
the public support tests under section 509(a)(2)7 If "Yes," descnbe in Part VI when and how the organtzat,on made the 
determination 

3b 

C D1d the organ1zat1on ensure that all support to such organ1zat1ons was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B) purposes? 
If "Yes," explain in Part VI what controls the organtzat,on put in place to ensure such use 

3c 

4a Was any supported organ1zat1on not organized 1n the United States ("foreign supported organization")? If "Yes" and tf you 
checked 12a or 12b in Part I, answer (b) and (c) below 

4a 

b D1d the organ1zat1on have ultimate control and d1scret1on 1n deciding whether to make grants to the foreign supported 
organ1zat1on7 If "Yes," descnbe in Part VI how the organtzat,on had such control and discretion despite being controlled or 

4b 
supervised by or in connection with ,ts supported organ1zat1ons 

C D1d the organ1zat1on support any foreign supported organ1zat1on that does not have an IRS determ1nat1on under sections 
501(c)(3) and 509(a)( 1) or (2)7 If "Yes," explain in Part VI what controls the organ1zat1on used to ensure that all support 
to the foreign supported organ1zat1on was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(8) purposes 

4c 

Sa D1d the organ1zat1on add, substitute, or remove any supported organizations during the tax year, If "Yes," answer (b) and 
( c) below (tf applicable) Also, provide detail in Part VI, including (1) the names and EIN numbers of the supported 
organtzat,ons added, substituted, or removed, (11) the reasons for each such action, (111) the authonty under the 
organtzat,on's organizing document authonzing such action, and (1v) how the action was accomplished (such as by 

Sa 
amendment to the organizing document) 

b Type I or Type II only. Was any added or substituted supported organization part of a class already designated in the 
organ1zat1on's organizing document? Sb 

C Substitutions only. Was the subst1tut1on the result of an event beyond the organ1zat1on's control? Sc 

6 D1d the organ1zat1on provide support (whether in the form of grants or the prov1s1on of services or fac1l1t1es) to anyone other 
than (1) its supported organizations, (11) 1nd1v1duals that are part of the charitable class benefited by one or more of its 
supported organ1zat1ons, or (111) other supporting organ1zat1ons that also support or benefit one or more of the filing 
organ1zat1on's supported organizations? If "Yes," provide detatl in Part VI. 

6 

7 D1d the organ1zat1on provide a grant, loan, compensation, or other s1m1lar payment to a substantial contributor (defined 1n 
section 4958(c)(3)(C)), a family member of a substantial contributor, or a 35% controlled entity with regard to a 
substantial contributor? If "Yes," complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 

7 

8 D1d the organ1zat1on make a loan to a d1squalif1ed person (as defined 1n section 4958) not described 1n line 7, If "Yes," 
complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 

8 

9a Was the organ1zat1on controlled directly or 1nd1rectly at any time during the tax year by one or more d1squal1f1ed persons as 
defined 1n section 4946 (other than foundation managers and organ1zat1ons described in section 509(a)(1) or (2))' If "Yes," 
provide detatl in Part VI. 9a 

b D1d one or more d1squal1f1ed persons (as defined in line 9a) hold a controlling interest in any entity in which the supporting 
organ1zat1on had an interest? If "Yes," provide detail in Part VI. 

9b 

C D1d a d1squal1f1ed person (as defined in line 9a) have an ownership interest in, or derive any personal benefit from, assets in 
which the supporting organization also had an interest? If "Yes," provide detail in Part VI. 

9c 

10a Was the organ1zat1on subJect to the excess business holdings rules of section 4943 because of section 4943(f) (regarding 
certain Type II supporting organ1zat1ons, and all Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organ1zat1ons)? If "Yes," 
answer line 10b below 10a 

b D1d the organ1zat1on have any excess business holdings 1n the tax year, (Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to determine whether 
the organ1zat1on had excess business holdings) 10b 

Schedule A <Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 Page 5 
l:JffiiN Supporting Organizations (continued) 

Yes No 

11 Has the organ1zat1on accepted a gift or contribution from any of the following persons? 

a A person who directly or indirectly controls, either alone or together with persons described 1n (b) and (c) below, the 
governing body of a supported organ1zat1on7 11a 

b A family member of a person described in (a) above? 11b 

C A 35% controlled entity of a person described 1n (a) or (b) above? If "Yes" to a, b, or c, provide detail in Part VI Uc 

s ect1on B. Type I s upportma 0 raamzat1ons 
Yes No 

1 D1d the directors, trustees, or membership of one or more supported organizations have the power to regularly appoint or 
elect at least a maJority of the organization's directors or trustees at all times during the tax year, If "No," descnbe in Part 
VI how the supported organizat1on(s) effectively operated, supervised, or controlled the organization's act1v1t1es If the 
organization had more than one supported organization, descnbe how the powers to appoint and/or remove directors or 
trustees were allocated among the supported organizations and what conditions or restnct1ons, if any, applied to such 
powers dunng the tax year 

1 

2 D1d the organ1zat1on operate for the benefit of any supported organization other than the supported organizat1on(s) that 
operated, supervised, or controlled the supporting organ1zat1on7 If "Yes," explain in Part VI how providing such benefit 
earned out the purposes of the supported organ1zat1on(s) that operated, supervised or controlled the supporting 2 
organization 

s ect1on C . Type II s upportma 0 raamzat1ons 
Yes No 

1 Were a maJority of the organ1zat1on's directors or trustees during the tax year also a maJority of the directors or trustees of 
each of the organ1zat1on's supported organ1zat1on(s)7 If "No," descnbe in Part VI how control or management of the 
supporting organization was vested in the same persons that controlled or managed the supported organ1zat1on(s) 1 

Section D. All Type III Supporting Organizations 

Yes No 

1 D1d the organ1zat1on provide to each of its supported organ1zat1ons, by the last day of the fifth month of the organ1zat1on's 
tax year, (1) a written notice describing the type and amount of support provided during the prior tax year, (11) a copy of the 
Form 990 that was most recently filed as of the date of not1f1cat1on, and (111) copies of the organ1zat1on's governing 
documents in effect on the date of not1f1cat1on, to the extent not previously provided? 

1 

2 Were any of the organ1zat1on's officers, directors, or trustees either (1) appointed or elected by the supported organ1zat1on 
(s) or (11) serving on the governing body of a supported organization? If "No," explain in Part VI how the organization 
maintained a close and continuous working relationship with the supported organ1zat1on(s) 

2 

3 By reason of the relat1onsh1p described 1n (2), did the organization's supported organizations have a s1gn1f1cant voice in the 
organ1zat1on's investment pol1c1es and in directing the use of the organ1zat1on's income or assets at all times during the tax 
year, If "Yes," descnbe in Part VI the role the organization's supported organizations played in this regard 3 

Section E. Type III Functionally-Integrated Supporting Organizations 
1 Check the box next to the method that the organ1zat1on used to satisfy the Integral Part Test during the year (see instructions) 

a D The organization sat1sf1ed the Act1v1t1es Test Complete line 2 below 

b D The organization 1s the parent of each of its supported organizations Complete line 3 below 

c D The organization supported a governmental entity Describe 1n Part VI how you supported a government entity (see 1nstruct1ons) 

2 Act1v1t1es Test Answer (a) and (b) below. Yes No 

a D1d substantially all of the organization's act1v1t1es during the tax year directly further the exempt purposes of the 
supported organ1zat1on(s) to which the organ1zat1on was responsive? If "Yes," then in Part VI identify those supported 
organizations and explain how these act1v1t1es directly furthered their exempt purposes, how the organization was 
responsive to those supported organizations, and how the organization determined that these act1v1t1es constituted 
substantially all of its act1v1t1es 2a 

b D1d the act1v1t1es described 1n (a) constitute act1v1t1es that, but for the organization's involvement, one or more of the 
organ1zat1on's supported organizat1on(s) would have been engaged 1n7 If "Yes," explain in Part VI the reasons for the 
organization's position that its supported organ1zat1on(s) would have engaged in these act1v1t1es but for the organization's 
involvement 2b 

3 Parent of Supported Organ1zat1ons Answer (a) and (b) below. 

a D1d the organ1zat1on have the power to regularly appoint or elect a maJority of the officers, directors, or trustees of each of 3a 
the supported organizations? Provide detatfs in Part VI. 

b D1d the organ1zat1on exercise a substantial degree of d1rect1on over the policies, programs and act1v1t1es of each of its 
supported organ1zat1ons7 If "Yes," descnbe in Part VI. the role played by the organization in this regard 

3b 
Schedule A <Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 
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lifiW Type III Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

D Check here 1f the organization sat1sf1ed the Integral Part Test as a qualifying trust on Nov 20, 1970 (explain 1n Part VI) See 
All h T III f II d I S A h h E mstruct1ons. ot er voe non- unct1ona 1v 1ntearate suooort1na oraanizat1ons must compete ect1ons t roua 

Section A - Adjusted Net Income (A) Prior Year (B) Current Year 
(optional) 

Net short-term capital gain 1 

Recoveries of prior-year d1stribut1ons 2 

Other gross income (see instructions) 3 

Add lines 1 through 3 4 

Deprec1at1on and depletion 5 

Portion of operating expenses paid or incurred for production or collection of gross 6 
income or for management, conservation, or maintenance of property held for 
production of income (see 1nstruct1ons) 

Other expenses (see 1nstruct1ons) 7 

Adjusted Net Income (subtract lines 5, 6 and 7 from line 4) 8 

Section B - Minimum Asset Amount (A) Prior Year (B) Current Year 
(optional) 

Aggregate fair market value of all non-exempt-use assets (see instructions for short 
tax year or assets held for part of year) 1 

a Average monthly value of securities la 

b Average monthly cash balances lb 

c Fair market value of other non-exempt-use assets le 

d Total (add lines la, lb, and le) ld 

e Discount claimed for blockage or other factors 
( explain in detail 1n Part VI) 

Acqu1s1t1on indebtedness applicable to non-exempt use assets 2 

Subtract line 2 from line ld 3 

Cash deemed held for exempt use Enter 1-1/2% of line 3 (for greater amount, see 
instructions) 4 

Net value of non-exempt-use assets (subtract line 4 from line 3) 5 

Multiply line 5 by 035 6 

Recoveries of prior-year d1stribut1ons 7 

Minimum Asset Amount (add line 7 to line 6) 8 

Section C - Distributable Amount Current Year 

Adjusted net income for prior year (from Section A, line 8, Column A) 1 

Enter 85% of line 1 2 

M1n1mum asset amount for prior year (from Section B, line 8, Column A) 3 

Enter greater of line 2 or line 3 4 

Income tax imposed in prior year 5 

Distributable Amount. Subtract line 5 from line 4, unless subject to emergency 6 
temporary reduction (see 1nstruct1ons) 

D Check here 1f the current year 1s the organ1zat1on's first as a non-functionally-integrated Type III supporting organization (see 
instructions 

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 Page 7 
M:Jffii+Ji Type III Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations (continued) 

Section D - Distributions Current Year 

1 Amounts paid to supported organ1zat1ons to accomplish exempt purposes 

2 Amounts paid to perform act1v1ty that directly furthers exempt purposes of supported organizations, in 
excess of income from act1v1ty 

3 Adm1nistrat1ve expenses paid to accomplish exempt purposes of supported organizations 

4 Amounts paid to acquire exempt-use assets 

5 Qual1f1ed set-aside amounts (prior IRS approval required) 

6 Other d1stribut1ons (describe 1n Part VI) See 1nstruct1ons 

7 Total annual distributions. Add lines 1 through 6 

8 D1stribut1ons to attentive supported organizations to which the organization 1s responsive (provide 
details 1n Part VI) See 1nstruct1ons 

9 Distributable amount for 2017 from Section C, line 6 

10 Line 8 amount d1v1ded by Line 9 amount 

Section E - Distribution Allocations (see (i) (ii) (iii) 
Underdistributions Distributable 

instructions) Excess Distributions Pre-2017 Amount for 2017 
1 Distributable amount for 2017 from Section C, line 

6 

2 Underd1stribut1ons, 1f any, for years prior to 2017 
(reasonable cause required-- explain in Part VI) 

See instructions 

3 Excess d1stribut1ons carryover, 1f any, to 2017 

a 
b From 2013. 

C From 2014. 

d From 2015. 

e From 2016. 

f Total of lines 3a through e 

g Applied to underd1stribut1ons of prior years 

h Applied to 2017 distributable amount 

i Carryover from 2012 not applied (see 
1nstruct1ons) 

j Remainder Subtract lines 3g, 3h, and 31 from 3f 

4 D1stribut1ons for 2017 from Section D, line 7 
$ 

a Applied to underd1stribut1ons of prior years 

b Applied to 2017 distributable amount 

C Remainder Subtract lines 4a and 4b from 4 

5 Remaining underd1stribut1ons for years prior to 
2017, 1f any Subtract lines 3g and 4a from line 2 
If the amount 1s greater than zero, explain in Part VI 
See 1nstruct1ons 

6 Remaining underd1stribut1ons for 2017 Subtract 
lines 3h and 4b from line 1 If the amount 1s greater 
than zero, explain in Part VI See instructions 

7 Excess distributions carryover to 2018. Add lines 
3J and 4c 

8 Breakdown of line 7 

a Excess from 2013. 

b Excess from 2014. 

C Excess from 2015. 

d Excess from 2016. 

e Excess from 2017. 

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2017) 



Additional Data 

Software ID: 

Software Version: 

EIN: 94-2487469 

Name: Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 Page 8 

1@191 Supplemental Information. Provide the explanations required by Part II, line 10, Part II, line 17a or 17b, Part III, line 12, Part IV, 
Section A, lines 1, 2, 3b, 3c, 4b, 4c, Sa, 6, 9a, 9b, 9c, 11a, 11b, and 11c, Part IV, Section B, lines 1 and 2, Part IV, Section C, line 1, 
Part IV, Section D, lines 2 and 3, Part IV, Section E, lines le, 2a, 2b, 3a and 3b, Part V, line 1, Part V, Section B, line le, Part V 
Section D, lines 5, 6, and 8, and Part V, Section E, lines 2, 5, and 6 Also complete this part for any add1t1onal 1nformat1on (See 
instructions) 

Facts And Circumstances Test 
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Political Campaign and Lobbying Activities 0MB No 1545-0047 
SCHEDULE C 
(Form 990 or 990-
EZ) 

For Organizations Exempt From Income Tax Under section 501(c) and section 527 2017 
ll>Complete if the organization is described below. ll>Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. 

Deportment of the Treo,un ll>Information about Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at 
Internal Re,enue ~en1ce www.irs.gov/form990. 

Open to Public 
Inspection 

If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, Lme 3, or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 46 (Political Campaign Activities), then 
• Section 501 (c)(3) organizations Complete Parts I-A and B Do not complete Part 1-C 
• Section 501 (c) (other than section 501 (c)(3)) organizations Complete Parts I-A and C below Do not complete Part 1-B 
• Section 527 organizations Complete Part I-A only 

If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, Lme 4, or Form 990-EZ, Part VI, lme 47 (Lobbying Act1vit1es), then 
• Section 501 (c)(3) organizations that have filed Form 5768 (election under section 501 (h)) Complete Part II-A Do not complete Part 11-B 
• Section 501 (c)(3) organizations that have NOT filed Form 5768 (election under section 501 (h)) Complete Part 11-B Do not complete Part II-A 

If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, Lme 5 (Proxy Tax) (see separate instructions) or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 35c 
(Proxy Tax) (see separate mstruct1ons), then 

• Section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) organizations Complete Part Ill 
Name of the organ1zat1on 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

Employer identification number 

94-2487469 

Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c) or is a section 527 organization. 

1 Provide a description of the organ1zat1on's direct and 1nd1rect political campaign act1v1t1es 1n Part IV (see instructions for def1nit1on of 
"political campaign act1v1t1es") 

2 Political campaign act1v1ty expenditures (see instructions) 

3 Volunteer hours for pol1t1cal campaign act1v1t1es (see instructions) 

1@f §,1 Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3). 

1 Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by the organization under section 4955 

2 Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by organ1zat1on managers under section 4955 

3 If the organ1zat1on incurred a section 4955 tax, did 1t file Form 4720 for this year? 

4a Was a correction made? 

b If "Yes," describe 1n Part IV 

... 

... 

... 

$ _______ _ 

$ ________ _ 

$ _______ _ 

D Yes 

D Yes 

D No 

D No 

•@f §ij Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c), except section 501(c)(3). 

1 Enter the amount directly expended by the filing organ1zat1on for section 527 exempt function act1v1t1es II> $ ---------

2 

3 

4 

Enter the amount of the filing organ1zat1on's funds contributed to other organ1zat1ons for section 527 exempt 
function act1v1t1es II> 

Total exempt function expenditures Add lines 1 and 2 Enter here and on Form 1120-POL, line 17b II> 

D1d the filing organ1zat1on file Form 1120-POL for this year? 

$ _______ _ 

$ ________ _ 

D Yes D No 

5 Enter the names, addresses and employer 1dent1f1cat1on number (EIN) of all section 527 pol1t1cal organ1zat1ons to which the filing 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

organ1zat1on made payments For each organ1zat1on listed, enter the amount paid from the f1l1ng organization's funds Also enter the amount 
of pol1t1cal contributions received that were promptly and directly delivered to a separate political organization, such as a separate segregated 
fund or a political action committee (PAC) If add1t1onal space 1s needed, provide 1nformat1on 1n Part IV 

(a) Name (b) Address ( c) EIN (d) Amount paid from (e) Amount of pol1t1cal 
filing organ1zat1on's contributions received 

funds If none, enter and promptly and 
-0- directly delivered to a 

separate political 
organization If none, 

enter -0-

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the 1nstruct1ons for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Cat No 500845 Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 



Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 Page 2 
•@ff§·j Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3) and filed Form 5768 (election under 

section 501(h}). 

A Check II> D 1f the f1l1ng organ1zat1on belongs to an affiliated group (and list 1n Part IV each affiliated group member's name, address, EIN, 
expenses, and share of excess lobbying expenditures) 

B Check II> D 1f the f1l1ng organ1zat1on checked box A and "l1m1ted control" prov1s1ons apply 

Limits on Lobbying Expenditures 
(The term "expenditures" means amounts paid or incurred.) 

la Total lobbying expenditures to influence public opinion (grass roots lobbying) 

b Total lobbying expenditures to influence a leg1slat1ve body (direct lobbying) 

C Total lobbying expenditures (add lines la and lb) 

d Other exempt purpose expenditures 

e Total exempt purpose expenditures (add lines le and ld) 

f Lobbying nontaxable amount Enter the amount from the following table in both 
columns 

If the amount on line le, column (a) or (b) is: frhe lobbying nontaxable amount is: 

INot over $500,000 120% of the amount on line le 

Over $500,000 but not over $1,000,000 $100,000 plus 15% of the excess over $500,000 

Over $1,000,000 but not over $1,500,000 $175,000 plus 10% of the excess over $1,000,000 

Over $1,500,000 but not over $17,000,000 $225,000 plus 5% of the excess over $1,500,000 

lover $17,000,000 1$1,000,000 

g Grassroots nontaxable amount (enter 25% of line lf) 

h Subtract line lg from line la If zero or less, enter -0-

Subtract line 1f from line le If zero or less, enter -0-

(a) Filing (b) Affiliated 
organ1zat1on's group totals 

totals 

105 

209,556 

209,661 

76,648,094 

76,857,755 

1,000,000 

I 

I 

If there 1s an amount other than zero on either line lh or line 11, did the organ1zat1on file Form 4720 reporting 
section 4911 tax for this year? D Yes D No 

2a 

b 

C 

d 

e 

f 

4-Year Averaging Period Under section 501(h) 
(Some organizations that made a section 501(h) election do not have to complete all of the five 

columns below. See the separate instructions for lines 2a through 2f.) 

Lobbying Expenditures During 4-Year Averaging Period 

Calendar year (or fiscal year (a) 2014 (b) 2015 (c) 2016 (d) 2017 
beginning in) 

Lobbying nontaxable amount 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 

Lobbying celling amount 
(150% of line 2a, column(e)) 

Total lobbying expenditures 113,655 141,513 338,355 209,661 

Grassroots nontaxable amount 250,000 250,000 250,000 250,000 

Grassroots celling amount 
(150% of line 2d, column (e)) 

Grassroots lobbying expenditures 407 0 105 

(e) Total 

4,000,000 

6,000,000 

803,184 

1,000,000 

1,500,000 

512 

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 



Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 

•@f f §:j Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3) and has NOT filed 
Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)). 

For each "Yes" response on lines 1a through 11 below, provide in Part IV a detailed descnpt1on of the lobbying 
~) 

activity Yes No 

1 During the year, did the filing organization attempt to influence foreign, national, state or local leg1slat1on, 
including any attempt to influence public op1n1on on a leg1slat1ve matter or referendum, through the use of 

a Volunteers7 

b Paid staff or management (include compensation 1n expenses reported on lines le through 11)7 

C Media advert1sements7 

d Mailings to members, legislators, or the public7 

e Publications, or published or broadcast statements7 

f Grants to other organizations for lobbying purposes7 

g Direct contact with legislators, their staffs, government officials, or a leg1slat1ve body7 

h Rallies, demonstrations, seminars, conventions, speeches, lectures, or any s1m1lar means7 

i Other act1v1t1es7 

j Total Add lines le through 11 

2a Did the act1v1t1es 1n line 1 cause the organ1zat1on to be not described in section 501(c)(3)7 

b If "Yes," enter the amount of any tax incurred under section 4912 

C If "Yes," enter the amount of any tax incurred by organ1zat1on managers under section 4912 

d If the filing organ1zat1on incurred a section 4912 tax, did 1t file Form 4720 for this year7 

•·1: ............... Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or section 

1 

2 

3 

501 C 6 . 

Were substantially all (90% or more) dues received nondeductible by members7 

Did the organ1zat1on make only in-house lobbying expenditures of $2,000 or less7 

1 

2 

Did the organ1zat1on agree to carry over lobbying and pol1t1cal expenditures from the prior year7 3 

Page 3 

(b) 

Amount 

Yes No 

Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or section 501(c)(6) 
and if either (a) BOTH Part III-A, lines 1 and 2, are answered "No" OR (b) Part III-A, line 3, is 
answered "Yes." 

1 Dues, assessments and s1m1lar amounts from members 1 
2 Section 162(e) nondeductible lobbying and political expenditures (do not include amounts of political 

expenses for which the section 527(f) tax was paid). 
a Current year 2a 
b Carryover from last year 2b 
C Total 2c 

3 Aggregate amount reported 1n section 6033(e)(l)(A) notices of nondeductible section 162(e) dues 3 

4 If notices were sent and the amount on line 2c exceeds the amount on line 3, what portion of the excess does 
the organization agree to carryover to the reasonable estimate of nondeductible lobbying and political 
expenditure next year7 4 

5 Taxable amount of lobbying and pol1t1cal expenditures (see instructions) 5 
1:r.1•• Supplemental Information 

Provide the descriptions required for Part I-A, line 1, Part 1-B, line 4, Part 1-C, line 5, Part II-A (affiliated group 11st), Part II-A, lines 1 and 2 (see 
instructions , and Part 11-B, line 1 Also, com lete this art for an add1t1onal 1nformat1on 

Return Reference Explanation 

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990EZ) 2017 
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SCHEDULED 
(Form 990) 

Supplemental Financial Statements 
0MB No 1545-0047 

II> Complete if the organization answered "Yes," on Form 990, 
Part IV, line 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11a, 11b, 11c, 11d, 11e, 11f, 12a, or 12b. 

2017 
DepJrtnk'nt of the TreJ~un II> Attach to Form 990. 
Jntemol Re,enue ~en,ce Information about Schedule D (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. 

Open to Public 
Inspection 

Name of the organization 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

Employer identification number 

94-2487469 

liflil Organizations Maintaining Donor Advised Funds or Other Similar Funds or Accounts. 
Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 6. 

(a) Donor advised funds (b)Funds and other accounts 

1 Total number at end of year 

2 Aggregate value of contributions to (during year) 

3 Aggregate value of grants from (during year) 

4 Aggregate value at end of year 

5 Did the organ1zat1on inform all donors and donor advisors 1n writing that the assets held 1n donor advised funds are the 
organ1zat1on's property, subJect to the organ1zat1on's exclusive legal control? D Yes D No 

6 Did the organ1zat1on inform all grantees, donors, and donor advisors 1n writing that grant funds can be used only for 
charitable purposes and not for the benefit of the donor or donor advisor, or for any other purpose conferring 1mperm1ss1ble 
private benefit? D Yes D No 

•iflif • Conservation Easements. Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 7. 

1 Purpose(s) of conservation easements held by the organization (check all that apply) 

D Preservation of land for public use (e g , recreation or education) 

D Protection of natural habitat 

D Preservation of an historically important land area 

D Preservation of a cert1f1ed historic structure 

D Preservation of open space 

2 Complete lines 2a through 2d 1f the organ1zat1on held a qualified conservation contribution 1n the form of a conservation 
easement on the last day of the tax year Held at the End of the Year 

a Total number of conservation easements 

b Total acreage restricted by conservation easements 

c Number of conservation easements on a cert1f1ed historic structure included 1n (a) 

d Number of conservation easements included in (c) acquired after 8/17/06, and not on a historic 
structure listed 1n the National Register 

2a 

2b 

2c 

2d 

3 Number of conservation easements mod1f1ed, transferred, released, extinguished, or terminated by the organization during the 
tax year II> 

-----------
4 Number of states where property subJect to conservation easement 1s located II> 

5 
-----------

Does the organ1zat1on have a written policy regarding the periodic monitoring, inspection, handling of v1olat1ons, 
and enforcement of the conservation easements 1t holds? D Yes D No 

6 Staff and volunteer hours devoted to monitoring, 1nspect1ng, handling of v1olat1ons, and enforcing conservation easements during the year 
... 

7 Amount of expenses incurred 1n monitoring, inspecting, handling of v1olat1ons, and enforcing conservation easements during the year 
... $ 

-----------
8 Does each conservation easement reported on line 2(d) above satisfy the requirements of section 170(h)(4)(B)(1) 

and section 170(h)(4)(B)(11) 7 D Yes 

9 In Part XIII, describe how the organ1zat1on reports conservation easements 1n its revenue and expense statement, and 
balance sheet, and include, 1f applicable, the text of the footnote to the organ1zat1on's financial statements that describes 
the organization's accounting for conservation easements 

1:ffljf f fi Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets. 
Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 8. 

D No 

la If the organ1zat1on elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), not to report 1n its revenue statement and balance sheet works of 
art, historical treasures, or other s1m1lar assets held for public exh1b1t1on, education, or research in furtherance of public service, 
provide, 1n Part XIII, the text of the footnote to its f1nanc1al statements that describes these items 

b If the organ1zat1on elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), to report 1n its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art, 
historical treasures, or other s1m1lar assets held for public exh1b1t1on, education, or research 1n furtherance of public service, provide the 
following amounts relating to these items 

(i) Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 II> $ 
----------

(ii)Assets included in Form 990, Part X ... $ 

2 If the organ1zat1on received or held works of art, historical treasures, or other s1m1lar assets for f1nanc1al gain, provide the 
following amounts required to be reported under SFAS 116 (ASC 958) relating to these items 

a Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 

b Assets included in Form 990, Part X 

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. 

... $ 
----------

... $ 

Cat No 52283D Schedule D (Form 990) 2017 



Schedule D (Form 990) 2017 Page 2 
jiflf f O Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets (continued) 

3 Using the organization's acqu1s1t1on, accession, and other records, check any of the following that are a s1gnif1cant use of its collection 
items (check all that apply) 

a D Public exh1b1t1on d D Loan or exchange programs 

b D Scholarly research 
e D Other 

C D Preservation for future generations 

4 Provide a description of the organ1zat1on's collections and explain how they further the organ1zat1on's exempt purpose in 
Part XIII 

5 During the year, did the organization solicit or receive donations of art, historical treasures or other s1m1lar 
assets to be sold to raise funds rather than to be maintained as part of the organ1zat1on's collection? 

l:tfllN Escrow and Custodial Arrangements. 
D Yes D No 

Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 9, or reported an amount on Form 990, Part 
X, line 21. 

la Is the organ1zat1on an agent, trustee, custodian or other intermediary for contributions or other assets not 
included on Form 990, Part X? 

b If "Yes," explain the arrangement 1n Part XIII and complete the following table 

c Beginning balance 

d Add1t1ons during the year 

e D1stribut1ons during the year 

f Ending balance 

le 

1d 

le 

1f 

2a 

b 

Did the organ1zat1on include an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account l1ab11ity? 

If "Yes," explain the arrangement 1n Part XIII Check here 1f the explanation has been provided in Part XIII 

D Yes 

Amount 

D Yes 

Endowment Funds. Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 10. 

D No 

D No 

D 

(a)Current year (b)Prior year (c)Two years back (d)Three years back (e)Four years back 

la Beginning of year balance 196,825,806 127,401,810 131,038,945 

b Contributions 15,723,311 65,084,000 1,009,663 

C Net investment earnings, gains, and losses 33,455,339 9,173,000 -422,798 

d Grants or scholarships 

e Other expenditures for fac11it1es 
and programs 6,173,000 4,833,004 4,224,000 

f Adm1n1strat1ve expenses 

g End of year balance 239,831,456 196,825,806 127,401,810 

2 Provide the estimated percentage of the current year end balance (line lg, column (a)) held as 

a Board designated or quasi-endowment II> 89 460 % 

b Permanent endowment II> 7 280 % 

c Temporarily restricted endowment II> 3 260 % 

The percentages on lines 2a, 2b, and 2c should equal 100% 

3a Are there endowment funds not 1n the possession of the organization that are held and adm1n1stered for the 
organ1zat1on by 

(i) unrelated organ1zat1ons • 

(ii) related organ1zat1ons • 
b If "Yes" on 3a(11), are the related organ1zat1ons listed as required on Schedule R? 

4 Describe in Part XIII the intended uses of the organization's endowment funds 

•@12• Land, Buildings, and Equipment. 

113,049,854 

16,050,939 

5,831,152 

3,893,000 

131,038,945 

3a(i) 

3a(ii) 

3b 

Complete 1f the or~an1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line lla. See Form 990, Part X, line 10. 

80,879,570 

19,632,856 

16,037,428 

3,500,000 

113,049,854 

Yes No 

No 

No 

Description of property (a) Cost or other basis (b) Cost or other basis (other) (c) Accumulated deprec1at1on (d) Book value 
(investment) 

la Land 22,944,271 22,944,271 

b Buildings 160,400,234 89,342,485 71,057,749 

C Leasehold improvements 756,385 756,385 

d Equipment 29,866,179 22,426,742 7,439,437 

e Other 74,372,429 40,260,394 34,112,035 

Total. Add lines la through le (Column (d) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (8), lme 10(c)) ... 135,553,492 

Schedule D (Form 990) 2017 
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1ifil90 Investments-Other Securities. Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line llb. 

See Form 990, Part X, line 12. 
(a) Description of security or category (b) Book value (c) Method of valuation 

(1nclud1ng name of security) Cost or end-of-year market value 

( 1) Financial derivatives 

(2) Closely-held equity interests 

(3) Other 
(A) EQUITY FUND 135,384,689 F 

(B) BOND FUNDS 27,780,237 F 

(C) HEDGE FUNDS 33,956,173 F 

(D) NONMARKETABLEINVESTMENTS 33,734,052 F 

(E) CD INVESTMENTS 19,253,926 F 

(F) 

(G) 

(H) 

Total. (Column (b) must equal Fo1m 990, Part X, col (B) /me 12) ~ 250,109,077 - Investments-Program Related. 
Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line llc. See Form 990, Part X, line 13. 

(a) Description of investment (b) Book value (c) Method of valuation 
Cost or end-of-year market value 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

Total. (Column (b) must equal Fo1m 990, Part X, col (B) /me 13) ~ 

•""-":.1..iiiia•- Other Assets. Complete 1f the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 11d See Form 990, Part X, line 15 
(a) Description (b) Book value 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col (B) lme 15) ~ 

-z•-- Other Liabilities. Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line lle or llf. 
See Form 990, Part X, line 25. 

1. (a) Description of l1ab11ity (b) Book value 

(1) Federal income taxes 0 

GIFT ANNUITY PAYMENT LIABILITY 130,458 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

Total. (Column (b) must equal Fo1m 990, Part X, col (B) /me 25) ~ 130,458 

2. L1ab1l1ty for uncertain tax pos1t1ons In Part XIII, provide the text of the footnote to the organ1zat1on's financial statements that reports the 

organization's llab1l1ty for uncertain tax pos1t1ons under FIN 48 (ASC 740) Check here 1f the text of the footnote has been provided in Part XIII ~ 
Schedule D (Form 990) 2017 
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lifii:f i Reconciliation of Revenue per Audited Financial Statements With Revenue per Return 
Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a. 

1 Total revenue, gains, and other support per audited financial statements 

2 Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12 

a Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments 

b Donated services and use of fac1l1t1es 

c Recoveries of prior year grants 

d Other (Describe 1n Part XIII ) 

e Add lines 2a through 2d 

3 Subtract line 2e from line 1 

4 Amounts included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, but not on line 1 

a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 7b 

b Other (Describe 1n Part XIII ) 

c Add lines 4a and 4b 

1 

2a 

2b 

2c 

2d 

2e 

3 

I 4a I 
4b 

4c 

5 Total revenue Add lines 3 and 4c. (This must equal Form 990, Part I, line 12 ) 5 

•·-. , .. --. Reconciliation of Expenses per Audited Financial Statements With Expenses per Return. 
Complete 1f the orqan1zat1on answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a. 

1 Total expenses and losses per audited f1nanc1al statements 

2 Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part IX, line 25 

a Donated services and use of fac1l1t1es 

b Prior year adJustments 

c Other losses 

d Other (Describe 1n Part XIII ) 

e Add lines 2a through 2d 

3 Subtract line 2e from line 1 

4 Amounts included on Form 990, Part IX, line 25, but not on line 1: 

a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 7b 

b Other (Describe 1n Part XIII ) 

c Add lines 4a and 4b 

2a 

2b 

2c 

2d 

I 4a I 
4b 

5 Total expenses Add lines 3 and 4c. (This must equal Form 990, Part I, line 18 ) 

1 

2e 

3 

4c 

5 

•er.•••:u•- Supplemental Information 

I 

Provide the descriptions required for Part II, lines 3, 5, and 9, Part Ill, lines la and 4, Part IV, lines lb and 2b, Part V, line 4, Part X, line 2, Part 
XI, lines 2d and 4b, and Part XII, lines 2d and 4b Also complete this part to provide any add1t1onal information 

Return Reference Explanation 

See Add1t1onal Data Table 
I 

Schedule D (Form 990) 2017 
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• :1>111 •:•. ·- Supplemental Information (continued) 

I Return Reference Explanation I 

Schedule D (Form 990) 2017 



Additional Data 

Software ID: 

Software Version: 

EIN: 94-2487469 

Name: Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

Suoolemental Information 

Return Reference Explanation 

Intended Use of Endowment Schedule D, Part V, Line 4 The earnings of the Aquarium's endowment funds support educat1 
Funds on and conservation programs and the m1ss1on of the Aquarium 



Suoo emental Information 

Return Reference 

FIN 48 (ASC 740) Footnote 

Explanation 

Schedule D, Part X, Line 2 The following footnote appeared 1n the consolidated financial 
statements for both Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation and Monterey Bay Aquarium Support Ser 
vices ("MBASS"), a related organ1zat1on The Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation and MBASS fa 
llow guidance that clarifies the accounting for uncertainty in tax pos1t1ons taken or expe 
cted to be taken in a tax return, including issues relating to f1nanc1al statement recogni 
t1on and measurement This guidance provides that the tax effects from an uncertain tax po 
s1t1on can only be recognized in the f1nanc1al statements 1f the pos1t1on 1s 'more-likely-
than-not' to be sustained 1f the pos1t1on were to be challenged by a taxing authority The 
assessment of the tax pos1t1on 1s based solely on the technical merits of the pos1t1on, w 
1thout regard to the likelihood that the tax pos1t1on may be challenged The Monterey Bay 
Aquarium Foundation and MBASS are exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) o 
f the Internal Revenue Code, though each organization 1s subJect to tax on income unrelate 
d to its exempt purpose, unless that income 1s otherwise excluded by the Code They are al 
so exempt from California state franchise taxes under Section 23701(d) of the California R 
evenue and Taxation Code The Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation and MBASS have processes pr 
esently 1n place to ensure the maintenance of each organization's tax exempt status, to 1d 
ent1fy and report unrelated income, to determine the organization's f1l1ng and tax obl1gat 
ions in iurisd1ct1ons for which 1t has nexus, and to 1dent1fy and evaluate other matters t 
hat may be considered tax pos1t1ons The Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation and MBASS have b 
oth determined that there are no material uncertain tax pos1t1ons that require recogn1t1on 
or disclosure 1n the financial statements 



efile GRAPHIC rint - DO NOT PROCESS As Filed Data - DLN:93493318111108 

SCHEDULE F 
(Form 990) 

DepJrtnk'nt of the TreJ~un 
IntemJ! Re\ c"nuc" ~en ice 

Statement of Activities Outside the United States 
~ Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" to Form 990, Part IV, hne 14b, 15, or 16. 

~ Attach to Form 990. 

~ Information about Schedule F (Form 990) and its instructions 1s at www.irs.gov/form990. 

0MB No 1545-0047 

2017 
Open to Public 
Inspection 

Name of the organization Employer identification number 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

94-2487469 

General Information on Activities Outside the United States. Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" to 
Form 990, Part IV, line 14b. 

1 For grantmakers. Does the organization maintain records to substantiate the amount of its grants and 

other assistance, the grantees' el1g1b11ity for the grants or assistance, and the selection criteria used 

to award the grants or assistance? ~ Yes D No 

2 For grantmakers. Describe in Part V the organization's procedures for monitoring the use of its grants and other assistance 
outside the United States 

3 Act1v1tes per Region (The following Part I, line 3 table can be duplicated 1f add1t1onal space 1s needed ) 

(a) Region (b) Number of (c) Number of (d) Act1v1t1es conducted 1n (e) If act1v1ty listed 1n (d) 1s a (f) Total expenditures 
offices 1n the employees, agents, region (by type) (e g , program service, describe for and investments 

region and independent fundra1s1ng, program spec1f1c type of in region 
contractors in services, investments, grants serv1ce(s) 1n region 

region to rec1p1ents located 1n the 
rea1onl 

( 1) See Add'I Data 

( 2) 

( 3) 

( 4) 

( 5) 

3a Sub-total 15,997,858 
b Total from cont1nuat1on sheets to 

Part I 
c Totals (add lines 3a and 3b) 15,997,858 

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Cat No 50082W Schedule F (Form 990) 2017 
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1:ffljf fi Grants and Other Assistance to Organizations or Entities Outside the United States. Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" to Form 990, Part 
IV, line 15, for any rec1p1ent who received more than $5,000. Part II can be duplicated 1f add1t1onal space 1s needed. 

1 (a) Name of (b) IRS code (c) Region (d) Purpose of (e) Amount of (f) Manner of (g) Amount (h) Description (i) Method of 
organization section grant cash grant cash of non-cash of non-cash valuation 

and EIN (1f disbursement assistance assistance (book, FMV, 
applicable) appraisal, other) 

( 1) North America White Shark Research 11,500 Wire 0 

( 2) North America Migratory movement 25,569 Wire 0 
of rays 

( 3) 

( 4) 

2 Enter total number of rec1p1ent organ1zat1ons listed above that are recognized as charities by the foreign country, recognized as tax-
exempt by the IRS, or for which the grantee or counsel has provided a section 501(c)(3) equ1valency letter JI> 

3 Enter total number of other organ1zat1ons or ent1t1es . 2 
Schedule F (Form 990) 2017 
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•@10• Grants and Other Assistance to Individuals Outside the United States. Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" to Form 990, Part IV, line 16. 
Part III can b d I d f dd I d d e uo 1cate I a 1t1ona soace 1s nee e . 

(a) Type of grant or assistance (b) Region (c) Number of (d) Amount of (e) Manner of cash (f) Amount of (g) Description (h) Method of 
rec1p1ents cash grant disbursement non-cash of non-cash valuation 

assistance assistance (book, FMV, 
aoora1sal, other) 

( 1) 

( 2) 

( 3) 

( 4) 

( 5) 

( 6) 

( 7) 

( 8) 

( 9) 

( 10) 

( 11) 

( 12) 

( 13) 

( 14) 

( 15) 

( 16) 

( 17) 

( 18) 

Schedule F (Form 990) 2017 



Schedule F (Form 990) 2017 

•@f Q Foreign Forms 

1 Was the organ1zat1on a U S transferor of property to a foreign corporation during the tax year? If "Yes, "the 
organization may be reqwred to fl/e Form 926, Return by a US Transferor of Property to a Foreign Corporation (see 
Instructions for Form 926) 

2 D1d the organ1zat1on have an interest in a foreign trust during the tax year? If "Yes," the organization may be 
reqwred to separately file Form 3520, Annual Return to Report Transactions with Foreign Trusts and Receipt of 
Certain Foreign Gifts, and/or Form 3520-A, Annual Information Return of Foreign Trust With a US Owner (see 
Instructions for Forms 3520 and 3520-A, do not fl/e with Form 990) 

3 D1d the organ1zat1on have an ownership interest in a foreign corporation during the tax year? If "Yes," the 
organization may be reqwred to fl/e Form 5471, Information Return of U S Persons with Respect to Certain Foreign 
Corporations (see Instructions for Form 5471) 

4 Was the organ1zat1on a direct or indirect shareholder of a passive foreign investment company or a qualified electing 
fund during the tax year? If "Yes," the organization may be reqwred to file Form 8621, Information Return by a 
Shareholder of a Passive Foreign Investment Company or QuaM1ed Electing Fund (see Instructions for Form 8621) 

5 D1d the organ1zat1on have an ownership interest in a foreign partnership during the tax year? If "Yes," the 
organization may be reqwred to fl/e Form 8865, Return of U S Persons with Respect to Certain Foreign Partnerships 
(see Instructions for Form 8865) 

6 D1d the organ1zat1on have any operations 1n or related to any boycotting countries during the tax year? If "Yes," the 
organization may be reqwred to separately file Form 5713, International Boycott Report (see Instructions for Form 
5713, do not fl/e with Form 990) 

Page 4 

~Yes 

DYes ~No 

~Yes DNo 

~Yes DNo 

DYes ~No 

DYes ~No 

Schedule F (Form 990) 2017 
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•@Q Supplemental Information 
Provide the information required by Part I, line 2 (monitoring of funds); Part I, line 3, column (f) (accounting method; 
amounts of investments vs. expenditures per region); Part II, line 1 (accounting method); Part III (accounting 
method); and Part III, column (c) (estimated number of rec1p1ents), as applicable. Also complete this part to provide 
any add1t1onal information (see instructions). 

Return Reference Explanation 

Procedures for Schedule F, Part I, Line 2 The Aquarium requires potential grant rec1p1ents to submit formal appl1cat1ons which are 
Monitoring Use of Grant reviewed by the program manager for consistency with the Aquarium's m1ss1on and compliance with the annual 
Funds Outside the United budget Furthermore, the Aquarium requires a written report from the grantee prov1d1ng detail about how funds were 
States used to accomplish the grant obJect1ves Reports are reviewed by the program manager for compliance with grant 

cond1t1ons 



Return Explanation 
Reference 

Purposes of Schedule F, Part 11, column d Grant of $11,500 - MBA Grant to support Juvenile white shark research 1n Sebastian V1zca1no Bay 
Grants Grant of $25,569 - Migratory movement, Ecology & Conservation of Rays 1n Gulf of Cal1forn1a 



Additional Data 

Software ID: 

Software Version: 

EIN: 94-2487469 

Name: Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

Form 990 Schedule F Part I - Activities Outside The United States 

(a) Region (b) Number of (c) Number of (d) Act1v1t1es conducted (e) If act1v1ty listed 1n (d) (f) Total expenditures 
offices in the employees or in region (by type) (1 e , 1s a program service, for region 

region agents 1n fundra1s1ng, program describe spec1f1c type of 
region services, grants to serv1ce(s) 1n region 

rec1p1ents located in the 
region) 

East Asia and the Pac1f1c Program Services Conferences & Fish Tag 193,056 

Middle East and North Africa Program Services Conferences 24,061 



Form 990 Schedule F Part I - Activities Outside The United States 

(a) Region (b) Number of (c) Number of (d) Act1v1t1es conducted (e) If act1v1ty listed 1n (d) (f) Total expenditures 
offices in the employees or in region (by type) (1 e , 1s a program service, for region 

region agents 1n fundra1s1ng, program describe spec1f1c type of 
region services, grants to serv1ce(s) 1n region 

rec1p1ents located in the 
region) 

Sub-Saharan Africa Program Services Conference & Shark Tag 11,325 

North America Program Services Conferences 30,339 



Form 990 Schedule F Part I - Activities Outside The United States 

(a) Region (b) Number of (c) Number of (d) Act1v1t1es conducted (e) If act1v1ty listed 1n (d) (f) Total expenditures 
offices in the employees or in region (by type) (1 e , 1s a program service, for region 

region agents 1n fundra1s1ng, program describe spec1f1c type of 
region services, grants to serv1ce(s) 1n region 

rec1p1ents located in the 
region) 

Europe (Including Iceland and Program Services Conferences 110,686 
Greenland) 

Central America and the Program Services Conferences 2,693 
Caribbean 



Form 990 Schedule F Part I - Activities Outside The United States 

(a) Region (b) Number of (c) Number of (d) Act1v1t1es conducted (e) If act1v1ty listed 1n (d) (f) Total expenditures 
offices in the employees or in region (by type) (1 e , 1s a program service, for region 

region agents 1n fundra1s1ng, program describe spec1f1c type of 
region services, grants to serv1ce(s) 1n region 

rec1p1ents located in the 
region) 

South America Program Services Conferences 1,163 

North America Grantmak1ng 37,069 



Form 990 Schedule F Part I - Activities Outside The United States 

(a) Region (b) Number of (c) Number of (d) Act1v1t1es conducted (e) If act1v1ty listed 1n (d) (f) Total expenditures 
offices in the employees or in region (by type) (1 e , 1s a program service, for region 

region agents 1n fundra1s1ng, program describe spec1f1c type of 
region services, grants to serv1ce(s) 1n region 

rec1p1ents located in the 
region) 

Central America and the Investments 15,587,466 
Caribbean 
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SCHEDULE G 
(Form 990 or 990-EZ) 

DepJrtnk'nt of the TreJ~un 
IntemJ! Re\ c"nuc" ~en ice 

Supplemental Information Regarding 
Fundraising or Gaming Activities 

Complete 1f the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, Imes 17, 18, or 19, or if the 

organization entered more than $15,000 on Form 990-EZ, hne 6a 

~ Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. 

~Information about Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions 1s at www ,rs gov/form990. 

0MB No 1545-0047 

2017 
Open to Public 
Inspection 

Name of the organization Employer identification number 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

94-2487469 

•@f• Fundraising Activities.Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 17. 
Form 990-EZ filers are not required to complete this part. 

1 Indicate whether the organization raised funds through any of the following act1v1t1es Check all that apply 

a ~ Mall sol1c1tat1ons e ~ Solic1tat1on of non-government grants 

b ~ Internet and email solic1tat1ons f ~ Solic1tat1on of government grants 

C ~ Phone sol1c1tat1ons g ~ Special fundra1sing events 

d ~ In-person sol1c1tat1ons 

2a D1d the organ1zat1on have a written or oral agreement with any 1nd1v1dual (1nclud1ng officers, directors, trustees 
or key employees listed 1n Form 990, Part VII) or entity in connection with professional fund raising services? ~ Yes D No 

b If "Yes," 11st the ten highest paid 1nd1v1duals or ent1t1es (fundra1sers) pursuant to agreements under which the fundra1ser 1s 
to be compensated at least $5,000 by the organ1zat1on 

(i) Name and address of 1nd1v1dual (ii) Act1v1ty (iii) D1d (iv) Gross receipts (v) Amount paid to (vi) Amount paid to 
or entity (fundra1ser) fundra1ser have from act1v1ty ( or retained by) ( or retained by) 

custody or fundra1ser listed 1n organization 
control of col (i) 

contributions? 
Yes No 

1 Feldstein Co LLC Consulting 
5757 West Century Blvd Suite MARKETING 
300 No 0 63,606 -63,606 

Los Anaeles, CA 90045 
2 S D A Teleserv1ces Telemarket 

400 N M1ch1gan Ave Suite 
1650 No 249,980 156,000 93,980 

Ch1caao, IL 60611 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Total ~ 249,980 219,606 30,374 

3 List all states 1n which the organization 1s registered or licensed to solicit contributions or has been not1f1ed 1t 1s exempt from reg1strat1on or 
l1cens1ng 

CA 

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Cat No 50083H Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 



Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 Page 2 

•@ff• Fund raising Events. Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 18, or reported more 
than $15,000 of fundra1sing event contributions and gross income on Form 990-EZ, lines 1 and 6b. List events with 
gross receipts greater than $5,000. 

(a)Event #1 (b) Event #2 (c)Other events (d) 
Total events 

(add col (a) through 
( event type) (event type) (total number) col (c)) 

Cl) 

2 
Cl) 
> 
Cl) 

a: 
1 Gross receipts • 

2 Less Contributions • 
3 Gross income (line 1 minus 

line 2) 

4 Cash prizes 

5 Noncash prizes 
(f) 
<l> 

6 Rent/fac1l1ty costs (f) 

C 
<J., 

7 LI. Food and beverages 
dS 
u 8 Entertainment 
<]) - 9 Other direct expenses 0 

10 Direct expense summary Add lines 4 through 9 in column (d) ~ 

11 Net income summary Subtract line 10 from line 3, column (d) ~ 

•z •••• Gaming. Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 19, or reported more than $15,000 
on Form 990-EZ, line 6a. 

Cl) 
(b) Pull tabs/Instant (d) Total gaming (add 2 (a) Bingo 

bingo/progressive bingo 
(c) Other gaming 

col (a) through col (c)) 
Cl) 
> 
Cl) 

a: 
1 Gross revenue 

(f) 
<l> 

2 Cash prizes (f) 

C 
<J., 
LI. 

3 Noncash prizes 
dS 
u 4 Rent/fac1l1ty costs 
<]) -0 

Other direct expenses 5 

D Yes % D Yes % D Yes % ------------------- --------------------- ---------------------
6 Volunteer labor D No D No D No 

7 Direct expense summary Add lines 2 through 5 in column (d) ~ 

8 Net gaming income summary Subtract line 7 from line 1, column (d). ~ 

9 Enter the state(s) 1n which the organization conducts gaming act1v1t1es --------------------------

a Is the organ1zat1on licensed to conduct gaming act1v1t1es 1n each of these states7 

b If "No," explain 

DYes D No 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------] 
10a Were any of the organ1zat1on's gaming licenses revoked, suspended or terminated during the tax year7 

b If "Yes," explain 
DYes D No 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------] 

Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 



Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 Page 3 

11 

12 

Does the organ1zat1on conduct gaming act1v1t1es with nonmembers7 

Is the organ1zat1on a granter, benef1c1ary or trustee of a trust or a member of a partnership or other entity 
formed to adm1n1ster charitable gam1ng7 

13 Indicate the percentage of gaming act1v1ty conducted 1n 

a The organ1zat1on's facility 

b An outside fac1l1ty 

13a 

13b 

14 Enter the name and address of the person who prepares the organ1zat1on's gam1ng/spec1al events books and records 

Name~ 

Address~ 

15a Does the organ1zat1on have a contract with a third party from whom the organization receives gaming 
revenue7 

b If "Yes," enter the amount of gaming revenue received by the organ1zat1on ~ $----------and the 

amount of gaming revenue retained by the third party~ $ ----------

c If "Yes," enter name and address of the third party 

Name~ 

Address~ 

16 Gaming manager information 

Name~ 

Gaming manager compensation ~ $ _________________________________________________ _ 

Description of services provided ~ 

D D1rector/off1cer D Employee D Independent contractor 

17 Mandatory d1stribut1ons 

a Is the organ1zat1on required under state law to make charitable d1stribut1ons from the gaming proceeds to 
retain the state gaming l1cense7 

b Enter the amount of d1stribut1ons required under state law distributed to other exempt organizations or spent 

in the organ1zat1on's own exempt act1v1t1es during the tax year~ $ 

Dves D No 

Dves D No 

Dves D No 

DYes D No 

•@IQ Supplemental Information. Provide the explanations required by Part I, line 2b, columns (111) and (v); and Part 
III, lines 9, 9b, 10b, 15b, 15c, 16, and 17b, as applicable. Also provide any add1t1onal information (see instructions). 

Return Reference Explanation 

% 

% 

Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 



efile GRAPHIC 

Schedule I 
(Form 990} 

Department of the 
Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service 

rint - DO NOT PROCESS As Filed Data -

Grants and Other Assistance to Organizations, 
Governments and Individuals in the United States 

Complete if the organization answered "Yes," on Form 990, Part IV, line 21 or 22. 
~ Attach to Form 990. 

~ Information about Schedule I (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. 

DLN:93493318111108 
0MB No 1545-0047 

2017 
Open to Public 

Inspection 

Name of the organization Employer 1dent1ficat1on number 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

1 

General Information on Grants and Assistance 

Does the organ1zat1on maintain records to substantiate the amount of the grants or assistance, the grantees' el1g1b1l1ty for the grants or assistance, and 
the selection criteria used to award the grants or assistance? • 

2 Describe in Part IV the organ1zat1on's procedures for monitoring the use of grant funds 1n the United States 

94-2487469 

~ Yes D No 

liflif • Grants and Other Assistance to Domestic Organizations and Domestic Governments. Complete 1f the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 21, for any rec1p1ent 
h d h $ b d I d f dd I d d t at receive more t an 5,000 Part II can e up 1cate I a 1t1ona space 1s nee e 

(a) Name and address of ( b) EIN (c) !RC section ( d) Amount of cash 
organ1zat1on (1f applicable) grant 

or government 

(1) See Add1t1onal Data 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

2 

3 

Enter total number of section 501(c)(3) and government organ1zat1ons listed in the line 1 table. 

Enter total number of other organizations listed 1n the line 1 table • 

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. 

(e) Amount of non- (f) Method of valuation (g) Description of (h) Purpose of grant 
cash (book, FMV, appraisal, noncash assistance or assistance 

assistance other) 

8 

0 

Cat No 50055P Schedule I (Form 990) 2017 



Schedule I (Form 990) 2017 Page 2 
1ifli01 Grants and Other Assistance to Domestic Individuals. Complete 1f the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 22 

Part III can b d I d f dd I d d e up11cate I a 1t1ona space 1s nee e 

(a) Type of grant or assistance (b) Number of ( c) Amount of ( d) Amount of (e) Method of valuation (book, (f) Description of noncash assistance 
rec1p1ents cash grant noncash assistance FMV, appraisal, other) 

( 1) SCHOLARSHIP 16 13,850 0 

(2) FELLOWSHIP 1 25,000 0 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

1:r.1•• Supplemental Information. Provide the information required 1n Part I, line 2; Part III, column (b); and any other add1t1onal information. 

Return Reference Explanation 

Procedures for Monitoring the Use Schedule I, Part I, Line 2 The Aquarium requires potential grant rec1p1ents to submit formal applications which are reviewed by the program manager for consistency 
of Grant Funds 1n the United States with the Aquarium's m1ss1on and compliance with the annual budget Furthermore, the Aquarium requires a written report from the grantee prov1d1ng detail about how 

funds were used to accomplish the grant obJect1ves Reports are reviewed by the program manager for compliance with grant cond1t1ons 
Schedule I (Form 990) 2017 



Additional Data 

Software ID: 

Software Version: 

EIN: 94-2487469 

Name: Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

Form 990 S h d I , c e u e I, Part II, G rants an dOh t . 0 er Assistance to Domestic raanizat1ons an d . G Domestic overnments. 

(a) Name and address of ( b) EIN (c) !RC section ( d) Amount of cash (e) Amount of non- (f) Method of valuation (g) Description of (h) Purpose of grant 
organ1zat1on 1f applicable grant cash (book, FMV, appraisal, non-cash assistance or assistance 

or government assistance other) 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 94-1539563 115 20,000 0 Modulld Rays 
SANTA CRUZ 
1156 HIGH ST205 HAHN 
STUDENT SVC BL 
SANTA CRUZ, CA 950641077 

MARINE MAMMAL CENTER 04-3569744 501(c)(3) 30,000 0 Necropsy /Pathology 
200 BUNKER ROAD FT 
CRONKHITE 
SAUSALITO, CA 94965 



F orm 990 S h d I I P , c e u e I art II G I rants an dOh A t er ss1stance to D . 0 omest1c rqanizat1ons an dD . G omest1c overnments. 

(a) Name and address of ( b) EIN (c) !RC section ( d) Amount of cash (e) Amount of non- (f) Method of valuation (g) Description of (h) Purpose of grant 
organ1zat1on 1f applicable grant cash (book, FMV, appraisal, non-cash assistance or assistance 

or government assistance other) 

MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM 77-0150580 501(c)(3) 96,425 0 M1croplast1cs Research 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
7700 SANDHOLDT ROAD 
MOSS LANDING, CA 95039 

CA STATE UNIVERSITY LONG 93-1150363 115 27,000 0 Juvenile White Shark 
BEACH Program 
RESEARCH FOUNDATOIN6300 
STATE UNIVE 
LONG BEACH, CA 90815 



F orm 990 S h d I I P , c e u e I art II G I rants an dOh A t er ss1stance to D . 0 omest1c rqanizat1ons an dD . G omest1c overnments. 

(a) Name and address of ( b) EIN (c) !RC section ( d) Amount of cash (e) Amount of non- (f) Method of valuation (g) Description of (h) Purpose of grant 
organ1zat1on 1f applicable grant cash (book, FMV, appraisal, non-cash assistance or assistance 

or government assistance other) 

UC DAVIS VETERINARY 04-3569744 115 24,065 0 Aquatic Animal 
MEDICAL TEACHING HOSPITAL Research and Med1c1ne 
FINANCIAL SERVICES ANNEX Fellowship 
102 
DAVIS,CA 956165270 

MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM 77-0150580 501(c)(3) 85,639 0 Research & 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE Development of 
7700 SANDHOLDT ROAD Cephalopods 
MOSS LANDING, CA 95039 



F orm 990 S h d I I P , c e u e I art II G I rants an dOh A t er ss1stance to D . 0 omest1c rqanizat1ons an dD . G omest1c overnments. 

(a) Name and address of ( b) EIN (c) !RC section ( d) Amount of cash (e) Amount of non- (f) Method of valuation (g) Description of (h) Purpose of grant 
organ1zat1on 1f applicable grant cash (book, FMV, appraisal, non-cash assistance or assistance 

or government assistance other) 

CITY OF MONTEREY 115 62,110 0 WAVE and Public Transp 
REVENUE DIVISION735 Contnb 
PACIFIC ST ST 
MONTEREY,CA 93940 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY 94-1156365 115 65,000 0 White Shark Cafe 
LOCKBOXPO BOX 44253 ProJect 2017 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
941444253 



F orm 990 S h d I I P , c e u e I art II G I rants an dOh A t er ss1stance to D . 0 omest1c rqanizat1ons an dD . G omest1c overnments. 

(a) Name and address of ( b) EIN (c) !RC section ( d) Amount of cash (e) Amount of non- (f) Method of valuation (g) Description of (h) Purpose of grant 
organ1zat1on 1f applicable grant cash (book, FMV, appraisal, non-cash assistance or assistance 

or government assistance other) 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY 94-1156365 115 192,459 0 S Palumb1 Shark Fin 
LOCKBOXPO BOX 44253 ldent1f1cat1on ProJect 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 2017 
941444253 

MONTEREY BAY FISHERIES 47-1978379 501(c)(3) 40,000 0 F1sh1ng Conservation 
TRUST 
256 FIGUEROA STREET 1 
MONTEREY,CA 939402478 
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Schedule J Compensation Information 0MB No 1545-0047 

(Form 990) 
For certain Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest 

Compensated Employees 
II> Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 23. 

II> Attach to Form 990. 
2017 

DepJrtnk'nt of the TreJ~un 
IntemJ! Re\ c"nuc" ~en ice 

II> Information about Schedule J (Form 990) and its instructions is at 
www.irs.gov/form 990. 

Open to Public 
Ins , ection 

Name of the organ1zat1on 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

•:r.1••• Questions Regarding Compensation 
I 

Employer identification number 

94-2487469 

Yes No 

la Check the approp1ate box(es) 1f the organization provided any of the following to or for a person listed on Form 
990, Part VII, Section A, line la Complete Part III to provide any relevant information regarding these items 

D First-class or charter travel 

D Travel for companions 

~ Tax 1demn1f1cat1on and gross-up payments 

D D1scret1onary spending account 

D Housing allowance or residence for personal use 

D Payments for business use of personal residence 

~ Health or social club dues or 1n1t1at1on fees 

D Personal services (e g, maid, chauffeur, chef) 

b If any of the boxes 1n line la are checked, did the organ1zat1on follow a written policy regarding payment or reimbursement 
or prov1s1on of all of the expenses described above? If "No," complete Part III to explain lb Yes 

2 Did the organ1zat1on require substant1at1on prior to re1mburs1ng or allowing expenses incurred by all 2 Yes 
directors, trustees, officers, including the CEO/Executive Director, regarding the items checked 1n line la? 

3 Indicate which, 1f any, of the following the filing organization used to establish the compensation of the 
organ1zat1on's CEO/Executive Director Check all that apply Do not check any boxes for methods 
used by a related organ1zat1on to establish compensation of the CEO/Executive Director, but explain 1n Part III 

~ Compensation committee 

~ Independent compensation consultant 

~ Form 990 of other organizations 

D Written employment contract 

~ Compensation survey or study 

~ Approval by the board or compensation committee 

4 During the year, did any person listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line la, with respect to the filing organ1zat1on or a 
related organization 

a Receive a severance payment or change-of-control payment? 

b Part1c1pate 1n, or receive payment from, a supplemental nonqual1f1ed retirement plan? 

c Part1c1pate 1n, or receive payment from, an equity-based compensation arrangement? 
If "Yes" to any of lines 4a-c, list the persons and provide the applicable amounts for each item 1n Part III 

Only 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations must complete lines 5-9. 

5 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line la, did the organization pay or accrue any 
compensation contingent on the revenues of 

a The organ1zat1on? 

b Any related organ1zat1on? 
If "Yes," on line Sa or Sb, describe 1n Part III 

6 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line la, did the organization pay or accrue any 
compensation contingent on the net earnings of 

a The organ1zat1on? 

b Any related organ1zat1on? 

If "Yes," on line 6a or 6b, describe 1n Part III 

7 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line la, did the organization provide any nonf1xed 
payments not described 1n lines 5 and 6? If "Yes," describe 1n Part III 

8 Were any amounts reported on Form 990, Part VII, paid or accured pursuant to a contract that was 

9 

subJect to the 1n1t1al contract exception described in Regulations section 53 4958-4(a)(3)? If "Yes," describe 
in Part III 

If "Yes" on line 8, did the organization also follow the rebuttable presumption procedure described in Regulations section 
53 4958-6(c)? 

4a 

4b 

4c 

Sa 

Sb 

6a 

6b 

7 

8 

9 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Cat No 50053T Schedule J (Form 990) 2017 



Schedule J (Form 990) 2017 

•@ff• Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees. Use duplicate copies 1f add1t1onal space 1s needed. 
For each 1nd1v1dual whose compensation must be reported on Schedule J, report compensation from the organization on row (1) and from related organizations, described in the 
1nstruct1ons, on row (11) Do not 11st any 1nd1v1duals that are not listed on Form 990, Part VII 

Page 2 

Note. The sum of columns (8)(1)-(111) for each listed 1nd1v1dual must eaual the total amount of Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line la, at ol1cable column (D) and (El amounts for that 1nd1v1dual 

(A) Name and Title (B) Breakdown of W-2 and/or 1099-MISC (C) Retirement (D) Nontaxable (E) Total of (F) 
compensation and other benefits columns Compensation in 

(i) Base (ii) (iii) Other 
deferred (B)(1)-(D) column (B) 

compensation reported as 
compensation Bonus & 1ncent1ve reportable deferred on prior 

compensation compensation Form 990 

See Add1t1onal Data Table 

Schedule J (Form 990) 2017 



Schedule J (Form 990) 2017 Page 3 

•@If O Supplemental Information 
Provide the 1nformat1on, explanation, or descriptions required for Part I, lines la, lb, 3, 4a, 4b, 4c, Sa, Sb, 6a, 6b, 7, and 8, and for Part II Also complete this part for any add1t1onal information 

Return Reference 

Schedule J, Part I, Line la 

Explanation 

Gross-Up Payments and Health Club Dues As part of the Aquarium's wellness program, all employees (1nclud1ng the listed employees in Part VII, Section A) are 
el1g1ble to receive a monthly subsidy of $25 for fitness center dues 1f the employee meets certain wellness program requirements Since this type of subsidy 1s 
considered a taxable fringe benefit, the Aquarium grosses-up these subs1d1es to cover the employee's taxes Such payments were treated as taxable income on the 
employee's Form W-2 and reported as compensation on Schedule J, Part II, Column b(111) Add1t1onally, certain employees received tax gross-up payments for small 
apprec1at1on gifts received during the course of the 2017 calendar year Such payments were treated as taxable income on the employee's Form W-2 and reported 
as compensation on Schedule J, Part II, Column b(11) 

Schedule J (Form 990) 2017 



Additional Data 

Software ID: 

Software Version: 

EIN: 94-2487469 

Name: Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

Form 990, Schedule J, Part II - Officers, Directors, Trustees, Kev Employees, and Highest Compensated Emplovees 

(A) Name and Title 

lJulle Packard (1) 
Executive Director 

(11) 

1 Troy A Grande 
CFO as of 3/20/2017 

(1) 

(11) 

2Cynth,a Vernon 
Chief Operating Officer 

(1) 

(11) 

3Cnst,na Fekec, 
Chief Development Officer 

(1) 

(11) 

4Manan Martha Hahn 
Chief Marketing Officer 

(1) 

(11) 

5Margaret Spring (1) 
VP Con & Sc, Chief Cnsrv 
Off (11) 

6Teresa Jeanine Merry 
Chief Human Resources 

(1) 

Officer (11) 

7Charles Aslanian 
VP of Fac1l1ty Operations 

(1) 

(11) 

8Dav1d Rosenberg 
VP of Guest Experience 

(1) 

(11) 

9Kev,n Kearns 
VP of Exh1b1t1ons 

(1) 

(11) 

lOAnna Camp1s1 
Controller Director of Acctg 

(1) 

(11) 

llJenn,fer D1anto Kemmerly 
D,r,Global 

(1) 

F1shenes&Aquacultr (11) 

12Nancy Enterline (1) 
VP of Development 

(11) 

13Randall Hamilton 
VP of Husbandry thru 

(1) 

11/1/2017 (11) 

14D1ane Sena (1) 
Dir Non-Aq Property Mgmt 
GM (11) 

15Mary C Mullen 
VP of Gilt Planning 

(1) 

(11) 

(B) Breakdown of W-2 and/or 1099-MISC compensation 

(i) Base Compensation (ii) (iii) 
(D) Nontaxable 

benefits 
(E) Total of columns 

(B)(1)-(D) 

Bonus & 1ncent1ve Other reportable 

(C) Retirement and 
other deferred 
compensation 

compensation compensation 

305,427 401 2,039 27,000 12,017 346,884 

0 O 0 0 0 0 

202,211 10,790 467 6,231 20,879 240,578 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

251,919 9,695 1,820 25,931 23,891 313,256 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

290,462 5,801 2,248 27,000 13,280 338,791 

0 O 0 0 0 0 

208,003 3,290 438 20,881 10,894 243,506 

0 O 0 0 0 0 

198,485 3,290 1,281 20,618 21,731 245,405 

0 O 0 0 0 0 

180,123 9,683 1,585 19,062 33,297 243,750 

0 O 0 0 0 0 

158,572 790 945 16,902 33,064 210,273 

0 O 0 0 0 0 

155,614 1,790 190 15,561 1,341 174,496 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

151,425 790 191 7,858 25,281 185,545 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

175,328 13,683 190 17,533 1,422 208,156 

0 O 0 0 0 0 

173,515 2,469 699 17,512 11,426 205,621 

0 O 0 0 0 0 

161,669 790 620 17,157 33,285 213,521 

0 O 0 0 0 0 

165,296 O 794 16,874 18,662 201,626 

0 O 0 0 0 0 

157,703 3,290 827 16,036 12,352 190,208 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

156,590 790 1,667 15,945 13,343 188,335 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

(F) Compensation 1n 
column (B) 

reported as deferred on 
prior Form 990 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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SCHEDULE M 
(Form 990) Noncash Contributions 0MB No 1545-0047 

~Complete if the organizations answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, lines 29 or 30. 

~ Attach to Form 990. 
2017 

Deportment of the Treo,un ~Information about Schedule M (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990 

IntemJ! Re\ c"nuc" ~en ice 

Open to Public 
Inspection 

Name of the organization 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

Types of Property 

1 Art-Works of art 

2 Art-Historical treasures 

3 Art-Fractional interests 

4 Books and publ1cat1ons 

5 Clothing and household 
goods 

6 Cars and other vehicles 

7 Boats and planes • 

8 Intellectual property 

9 Securities-Publicly traded 

10 Securities-Closely held stock 

11 Securit1es-Partnersh1p, LLC, 
or trust interests 

12 Securit1es-M1scellaneous 

13 Qual1f1ed conservation 
contribut1on-H1storic 

structures 
14 Qual1f1ed conservation 

contribution-Other 

15 Real estate-Res1dent1al 

16 Real estate-Commercial 

17 Real estate-Other 

18 Collectibles 

19 Food inventory 

20 Drugs and medical supplies 

21 Taxidermy 

22 Historical artifacts 

23 Sc1ent1f1c specimens 

24 Archeolog1cal artifacts 

25 Other~ ( 
STAINLESS STEEL SINK & 
COUNTERTOP ANIMAL 
CARE CTR 
26 Other~ ( ____ _ 

27 Other~ ( ____ _ 

28 Other~ ( ____ _ 

(a) (b) 
Check 1f Number of contributions or 

applicable items contributed 

X 90 

X 16 

X 

(c) 
Noncash contribution 
amounts reported on 

Form 990, Part VIII, line 
lg 

Employer identification number 

94-2487469 

(d) 
Method of determining 

noncash contribution amounts 

2,462,009 FMV 

28,659 OPINION OF EXPERTS 

32,420 OPINION OF EXPERTS 

29 Number of Forms 8283 received by the organ1zat1on during the tax year for contributions 
for which the organ1zat1on completed Form 8283, Part IV, Donee Acknowledgement 29 

Yes No 

30a During the year, did the organization receive by contribution any property reported in Part I, lines 1 through 28, that 1t 
must hold for at least three years from the date of the 1nit1al contribution, and which 1s not required to be used for exempt 
purposes for the entire holding period? 

b If "Yes," describe the arrangement 1n Part II 

31 Does the organ1zat1on have a gift acceptance policy that requires the review of any nonstandard contributions? 

32a Does the organ1zat1on hire or use third parties or related organ1zat1ons to solicit, process, or sell noncash 
contributions? • 

b If "Yes," describe 1n Part II 

33 If the organ1zat1on did not report an amount 1n column (c) for a type of property for which column (a) 1s checked, 

describe in Part II 

30a No 

31 Yes 

32a No 

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Cat No 51227J Schedule M (Form 990) (2017) 



Form 990 2017 Page 2 

Supplemental Information. 
Provide the information required by Part I, lines 30b, 32b, and 33, and whether the organ1zat1on 1s reporting in Part 
I, column (b), the number of contributions, the number of items received, or a combination of both. Also complete 
this art for an add1t1onal information. 

Return Reference Explanation 

Schedule M (Form 990) (2017) 
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SCHEDULE 0 
(Form 990 or 990-
EZ) 

Supplemental Information to Form 990 or 990-EZ 
Complete to provide information for responses to specific questions on 

Form 990 or 990-EZ or to provide any additional information. 
II> Attach to Form 990 or 990-EZ. 

0MB No 1545-0047 

2017 
II> Information about Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at 1 ,_,, .... :. , Irr.I 

www.irs.gov/form990. 1 1,1--:1, ·~· • ·-""'"""'_!'""!'...,. ..... ...,...,....__. ______________________________ "'T'" ___ ....,. __ ,..,.._.,., 

Name of the ori;iar,-1zat1on I Employer identification number 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation 

94-2487469 

DepJrtnk'nt of the TreJ~un 

990 Schedule 0, Supplemental Information 

Return Explanation 
Reference 

Organ1zat1on's Form 990, Part I, Line 1 and Form 990, Part 111, line 1 The m1ss1on of the Monterey Bay Aquarium 1s to 1nsp1re conservation of the 
M1ss1on ocean Unique among ocean conservation organizations, the Aquarium 1nsp1res 2 m1ll1on v1s1tors each year We reach far beyond 

our walls as well, engaging 3 5 m1ll1on followers through social media channels The powerful impact of an Aquarium v1s1t and the 
energy and engagement of our online audience contribute to the Aquariums growing stature as a trusted source of science-based 
conservation solutions 2017 Highlights - Beginning the expansion of our Animal Care Center to meet the growing needs of ocean 
animals at the Aquarium and in the wild - Becoming the first 1n the world to culture the stunning and exceedingly fragile spotted 
comb Jelly, and one of only a handful of aquariums to hatch and raise chambered nautilus behind the scenes - Accepting the 
World Assoc1at1on of Zoos and Aquariums Conservation Award 1n recognition of the 1nternat1onal scope and impact of our work to 
safeguard the ocean - Creating a coal1t1on of 22 U S aquariums that are changing their business practices and ra1s1ng public 
awareness about the threats from plastic pollution to freshwater and ocean habitats - Agreement by the international community, 
for the first time, to a science-based recovery plan for iconic and imperiled Pac1f1c bluefin tuna, following years of work by the 
Aquarium and our allies - Celebrating our volunteers - more than 9,200 1nd1v1duals who have served 4 m1ll1on hours since 1984 -
the equivalent of more than 450 years of service - Observing the 10th anniversary of our Watsonville Area Teens Conserving 
Habitats program, which engages local high school students with wetlands field research 1n their community 



990 Schedule 0, Supplemental Information 

Return 
Reference 

Program 
Service 
Accomplishment 
Description 

Explanation 

Form 990, Part 111, Line 4a Manne Life Exh1b1t1on and Care Manne life exh1b1t1on and ca re costs of $37,874,665 include the 
cost of operating and ma1nta1ning the Aquariums l1v1ng exh1b1t galleries Our Animal Care Center Takes Shape Our new Juli 
Plant Grainger Animal Care Center, made possible through support from many of our members and donors, will help us better 
meet the growing needs of ocean animals we care for at the Aquarium and 1n the wild The $7 3 m1ll1on behind-the-scenes 
fac1l1ty, which will be up and running 1n fall 20 18, nearly triples the ex1st1ng veterinary space, and includes a new laboratory and 
two new animal hospital wards It also offers us opportunities to integrate veterinary care with research studies to help animals 
l1v1ng 1n the wild This 1s critical to our animal care and research work and will make a big difference for ocean animals The 
expanded Center al so allows us to - Use cutting-edge d1agnost1c equipment and state-of-the-art veterinary t echnolog1es -
Address the spec1f1c needs of rescued animals like sea otters, as well as s ea turtles and other animals that are likely to strand 
at a time of changing ocean cond1t1 ons - Provide formal training opportunities for veterinary students and graduates, espec1 ally 
those from underrepresented communities, to expand the field of conservation med1c1ne Selka Raises Her First Pup 
Surrogate pup, shark-bite survivor, research sea otter and now, surrogate mother Selka, our newest exh1b1t sea otter, 1s also 
our newest caregiver for stranded pups - and successfully raised her first pup during the summer of 2017 Were the only fac1l1ty 
1n the world that rescues, treats and releases stranded southern sea otters - 1nclud1ng pups that require spec1al1zed care 
through our unique surrogacy program th at pairs our adult female exh1b1t otters with pups 1n need of maternal care Our main 
pno nty 1s to see the wild population reach a sustainable number by understanding the threats sea otters face and promoting 
their recovery Our decades-long commitment 1s making a d1f ference Nearly 60 percent of the otters 1n Elkhorn Slough are 
direct descendants of our S ea Otter Program, and are helping to restore this vital coastal wetland We believe sea otters can 
have a s1m1lar impact 1n Cal1forn1a waters outside their current range Where the Wild Sharks Are Thanks to advanced 
technologies 1n tagging and tracking white sharks, and rigorous analysis of their behaviors 1n the wild, weve made some 
amazing discoveries abo ut where, when and possibly why they travel around the Eastern Pac1f1c Our years of resea rch have 
contributed s1gnif1cantly to an understanding of this top ocean predator More so ph1st1cated tracking and camera tags now 
provide new details about the lives of Juveniles and adults With our colleagues 1n the United States and Mexico, we 1dent1f1ed 
important n ursery areas off southern Cal1forn1a and BaJa P1npo1nt1ng these elusive areas 1s a big step for us and our partners, 
wh 



990 Schedule 0, Supplemental Information 

Return 
Reference 

Program 
Service 
Accomplishment 
Description 

Explanation 

o have worked on this subject for decades Weve begun using electronic tags with act1v1ty trackers (think F1tb1t for sharks) to 
understand how frequently adults feed and the energetic demands associated with foraging, m1grat1ng and reproducing Were 
also working with In tel on a camera that can do an underwater, full-body scan to precisely and accurately measure an adult 
white sharks length and girth - a task researchers now perform mostly by gues swork Ocean Memory Lab Our new Ocean 
Memory Lab 1s a time machine of sorts - and its air eady delivering results Inside, our conservation research sc1ent1sts use 
modern tools and a technique called compound-spec1f1c stable isotope analysis to study the tissues of long -dead sea creatures, 
many 1n the form of 19th century museum specimens In the process, re searchers are unlocking stored secrets about ocean 
dynamics dating back 100 years or more Their data will help inform management dec1s1ons designed to ma1nta1n and restore 
the hea Ith of ocean ecosystems The first results, published 1n February 2018, conclude that seab 1rds are eating lower on the 
food web today than 1n the past Results were based on analys 1s of seabird feathers dating back 130 years Soaring with 
Seabirds Soaring with Seabirds 1s our newest family-oriented exh1b1t The successor to Flippers, Flukes and Fun features 
educational, 1nteract1ve and engaging opportunities to learn about these remarkable birds This latest add1t1on to our Open Sea 
wing helps young v1s1tors discover how seabirds are uniquely adapted to life at sea, but still must return to land to hatch and 
raise their c hicks Three themed areas 1nv1te v1s1tors to become acquainted with eight types of seabird s they might see 1n 
Monterey Bay We hope theyll come away with a deeper apprec1at1on for these amazing animals New Exh1b1t Animals We 
continued to bring new animals to our l1v1n g exh1b1ts 1n 2017, adding several species for v1s1tors to enJoy and staff to study and 
ca re for We introduced colorful pelagic red crabs as a way to share how periodic El N10 cl1 mate cycles warm up northern 
coastal waters Behind the scenes, aquarists are culturing th ese crimson crustaceans from egg to adult A stunning black­
bellied plover Joined the floe k 1n our Aviary, which 1s also home to two young American avocets that we hatched and reared at 
the Aquarium as part of a Species Survival Plan 1n which we part1c1pate with colleag ues nat1onw1de through the Assoc1at1on of 
Zoos and Aquariums Culturing Breakthroughs 1n Two Mysterious Species Our aquar1sts achieved s1gnif1cant breakthroughs 1n 
culturing and r a1s1ng two mesmerizing species - the spotted comb Jelly and the chambered nautilus Both a re examples of the 
latest advances from our animal care team to understand the l1fecycles of these mysterious animals For the first time 
anywhere, our Jelly team cultured and put on exh1b1t Leucothea pulchra - Latin for "beautiful sea goddess" - a creature described 
as "barely organized water" due 



990 Schedule 0, Supplemental Information 

Return Explanation 
Reference 

Program to its frag1l1ty To protect the easily broken beauties, the team had to move like sloths during cult1vat1on and daily maintenance 
Service Just w1p1ng down the 1ns1de of their holding tan ks required the slowest of motions, a task that would otherwise take only a 
Accomplishment couple minutes required 20 This team was also the first ever to decipher the d1ff1cult comb Jelly l1fec ycle 1n 2016, then moved 
Description on to culture and exh1b1t other comb Jellies - Mnem1ops1s le1dy1, B0l1nops1s 1nfund1bulum and Pleurobrach1a bache1 That 

experience primed them to culture the star of the phylum when we collected wild spotted comb Jellies 1n Monterey Bay 1n Dece 
mber We put them 1n a six-foot tall acrylic tube we designed spec1f1cally for ctenophore culture, and our Jelly wizards worked 
their magic In a few months, dozens were Jetting ab out, and ready for their share of the spotlight Hatching and ra1s1ng 
chambered nautilus I s also a rare feat, as only a handful of aquariums 1n the world have propagated this most prim1t1ve of 
cephalopods Even fewer have succeeded at ra1s1ng them beyond a few years Ou r Tentacles team incubates the small 
leathery eggs behind the scenes, from which emerge bl ue-eyed hatchl1ngs that otherwise are perfect miniatures of their parents 
and independent from day one In caring for our first-ever chambered nautilus hatchl1ngs, were trying new approaches that 
could someday take the rearing of this species beyond the point our colleagues have achieved, and lead to a breakthrough 1n 
ra1s1ng and breeding these mysterious, s helled cephalopods 



990 Schedule 0, Supplemental Information 

Return 
Reference 

Program 
Service 
Accomplishment 
Description 

Explanation 

Form 990, Part 111, Line 4b Education and Outreach Education and Outreach costs of $11,08 5,998 include the cost of 
education programs for both teachers and students, and Aquarium Adventures programs to deepen guest experiences 
Inspiring Future Ocean Leaders One of ou r most important goals 1s to 1nst1ll 1n young people a lifelong passion for science and 
th e environment, and a commitment to caring for the natural world Ph1lanthrop1c donations I et us offer transformat1onal 
opportun1t1es to thousands of students and teachers every yea r Our New Center Takes Shape We began construction on our 
new Bechtel Family Center for Ocean Education and Leadership Our most amb1t1ous endeavor since opening the Aquarium, th 
e new Center will allow us to take our work with young people to the next level - 1nsp1rin g future ocean leaders for generations 
to come Were on track to open in 2019 Its been ex c1t1ng to watch the bu1ld1ng rise on Cannery Row as our construction crew 
completes more of the structure The Centers location across from a public beach - and its unobstructed oc ean views - will 
help build a deeper connection to the ocean among the students and teache rs who part1c1pate 1n our programs The Center will 
also accommodate 1nnovat1ve programm1n g, with the technology to deliver mult1med1a content and distance learning Its design 
1s environmentally responsible and LEED cert1f1ed Innovating for Our Future Our education t earn spent most of 2017 
evaluating our current programs and researching new approaches, wit h the goal of incorporating the best ideas into the 
curriculum well offer when we open the doors of our Center to students and teachers 1n 2019 Our program development 
process ens ures that we can launch a suite of fresh programs reflecting educational best practices an d the needs of our 
audiences, all while ma1nta1n1ng the Aquariums renowned standard of exc ellence Our team turned planning into a dynamic 
process of reflection and learning for ev eryone involved They assessed our education programming from all angles They 
looked at h ow well we convey key conservation content, aligned to educational standards, whether were reaching the most 
important audiences and whether we use the most effective teaching stra teg1es That process required our staff to v1s1t other 
1nst1tut1ons, consult with our sc1e nt1sts and those at partner 1nst1tut1ons, and engage with our community partners Aquarium 
educators took what they learned and created new learning experiences to integrate into e x1st1ng programs or to serve as the 
basis for dynamic new programming These are now being tested and piloted to 1dent1fy the most prom1s1ng On the horizon are 
new and revamped te en programs, new options for v1s1t1ng school groups and new experiences for teachers Supp ort1ng 
Teachers 1n Science Education We are one of the only aquariums 1n the nation to pr ov1de professional development 
opportun1t1es at no cost to teachers as well as students F rom our beginning, its been a 
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hallmark of our commitment to education In 2017, we engaged teachers 1n firsthand explora lions of ocean and wetland 
ecosystems during four Teacher Institutes Over the course of s everal days, teachers conducted field 1nvest1gat1ons and met 
with sc1ent1f1c experts to le am how to integrate science and technology into their curriculum, and to deepen their und erstand1ng 
of marine science and ocean conservation Teachers found ways to apply the prin c1ples of project-based learning and 
environmental exploration in their schoolyard or loca I neighborhood, regardless of whether their classrooms are located in a 
coastal region or an inland community Once again, we offered our popular Ocean Plastic Pollution Summit for K-12 teachers, 
to provide them and their students with the knowledge and skills to help c ombat plastic pollution at their schools and 1n their 
commun1t1es Many also took part 1n our annual Connecting Conservation and Technology Workshop Teen Programs Enrich 
Young Liv es Inspiring teens to take action to protect the ocean 1s one of our top priorities Some of them are now 1nsp1ring 
others 1n their communities, and beyond Students 1n Young Women 1n Science increased their knowledge of marine science 
as well as their skills and belief that they can make a difference by taking action for the ocean During the weeklong b1l1 ngual 
camp, more than 100 young women met with researchers, took part 1n sc1ent1f1c explor at1ons, examined the l1fecycle of sea 
otters and learned how humans impact ocean health M ore than 100 Teen Conservation Leaders learned about marine science 
and conservation durin g an 1ntens1ve two-week summer training, and as they volunteered at the Aquarium in variou s 
capac1t1es They worked alongside adult volunteers, building confidence and professional ism while ga1n1ng valuable workplace 
experience Nearly 50 Student Oceanography Club part1 c1pants learned about nearshore habitats during the yearlong program 
Drawing on their new 1ns1ghts, the teens part1c1pated in a dune restoration project, met with sc1ent1sts work1 ng in Elkhorn 
Slough, or picked up trash along the coastal recreation trail and recorded d ata on the type of debris they found Students 1n our 
Watsonville Area Teens Conserving Ha bitats program carried out detailed studies of environmental cond1t1ons 1n their 
commun1t1 es With support of local sc1ent1sts, 70 teens worked 1n teams to develop and implement f1 eld projects They devised 
testable hypotheses, 1dent1f1ed appropriate methods and tools, collected data and analyzed their f1nd1ngs They concluded by 
presenting their findings to the public at the Aquarium and the Mello Center in Watsonville Ocean Science Experiences for 
Cal1forn1a Students More than 80,000 schoolchildren, and 30,000 teachers and chapero nes, v1s1ted the Aquarium on a free 
school field trip during the last academic year Nearl y half engaged in a facilitated program that strengthened their 
understanding of conservat 10n and science, whether throu 
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gh a hands-on exploration of Monterey Bay and its amazing wildlife or a media-rich present at1on of Aquarium 1ns1de stones We 
engaged more than 1,500 preschool children from Monte rey and Santa Cruz counties through our Splash Zone Head Start 
Discovery Program As they and family members learned about the ocean at the Aquarium, the young children - many whov e 
never v1s1ted the coast before - developed a sense of caring for marine life and habitats Teen Program Celebrates 10 Years 
What began 1 O years ago as a summer program to 1ntrod uce teens to the watershed habitats 1n their own backyard has 
become a model for community -based ocean conservation education - and has 1nsp1red hundreds of young people Our Watso 
nv1lle Area Teens Conserving Habitats (WATCH) program lets high school students engage in an in-depth exploration of 
ecosystems, 1n the field and 1n the lab WATCH integrates acade m1c learning, youth development and conservation outreach 
projects 1n a relevant and meani ngful way that connects students with their neighbors and the ocean Students earn commun1 
ty service hours required for graduation and are el1g1ble for college scholarships from th e Aquarium The program 1s offered to 
students 1n three Pajaro Valley high schools It beg ins 1n summer and extends throughout the school year During the three­
week summer program the students explore the Pajaro River Watershed, meet with local sc1ent1sts and employ 1n qu1ry-based 
learning principles During the school year, the same students develop their own projects based on an environmental topic 
Since its 1ncept1on, almost 400 students have part1c1pated 1n WATCH, and we have awarded over $207,000 in college 
scholarships to some of those teens to continue their education in science These scholarships, and the program , reflect our 
commitment to help young people connect to the ocean and pursue their academ 1c dreams In August, we invited program 
alumni to a 10th anniversary celebration at the A quanum Over 150 students attended with family members - new babies, 
grandparents and oth er loved ones - to meet and reconnect with their peers and our staff and teachers 
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Form 990, Part Ill Line 4c Conservation and Science Conservation and Science costs of$$ 9,723,608 represent expenses for 
marine policy and advocacy efforts, the Seafood Watch pro gram and field research Taking Action for the Global Ocean The 
Aquarium has become a res peeled advocate for the global ocean Our expertise 1n science, policy, markets and public 
engagement helps us enlist new partners, take action and make a difference - 1n Cal1forn1 a, across the nation and around the 
world Protecting National Monuments The United States has led the way 1n creating marine sanctuaries and national 
monuments In 2017, the Aqua num mob1l1zed support to turn back a federal proposal that would open m1ll1ons of now-pro 
tected acres to offshore 011 and gas drilling Our followers responded, dec1s1vely nearly 10,000 1nd1v1duals, scores of 
businesses, chef and restaurant partners, and zoo and aquar 1um colleagues nat1onw1de spoke out The fight continues, and 
well continue to defend much -needed protections for our blue parks Monterey Bay National Manne Sanctuary Turns 25 W hen 
the Aquarium opened, we opened a window into the rich and diverse life of Monterey Bay That awareness reached m1ll1ons 
and sparked a movement that led to the creation of Monte rey Bay National Manne Sanctuary 1n 1992 Now, 25 years later, the 
bay 1s an 1nternat1ona I success story - a vibrant example of what can happen when we responsibly manage and protect our 
l1v1ng ocean Over the years, Aquarium members and donors have supported our work to create marine protected areas 1n 
Cal1forn1a and beyond, and help us defend the sanctuary and other marine protected areas from proposals to scale them back 
or open coastal waters to offshore 011 drilling We continue to work to keep the bay healthy as part of an unma tched community 
of ocean research 1nst1tut1ons Our sc1ent1sts study the sanctuarys marine life and ecosystems to inform management pol1c1es 
that we can apply here and elsewhere W ere tackling threats from plastic pollution and climate change Through the Monterey 
Bay F 1shenes Trust, were supporting sustainable local fisheries Each year, nearly 2 m1ll1on A quanum v1s1tors learn more of the 
bays story - and they too are stepping up to play their part for the ocean Global Seafood & Aquaculture As a sustainable 
seafood leader, weve worked for nearly 20 years to energize consumers, engage with businesses and drive change I n the way 
seafood 1s caught and farmed 1nternat1onally In 2017, we launched an amb1t1ous new partnership 1n Southeast Asia with the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and former Secretary of State John Kerry Together, well work with producers and 
governments to improve environmental susta1nab1l1ty of seafood production throughout the region Work1n g cond1t1ons of 
people who produce our seafood are equally important With our partners L1 berty Asia and the Sustainable Fisheries 
Partnership, we created a new tool that helps bus inesses 1dent1fy the risk of s 
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lavery and other human rights abuses 1n their supply chains - and take steps to address th ese problems From the United 
Nations to the UK and Japan, we were 1nv1ted to share 1ns1gh ts about fisheries policy and business leadership 1n susta1nab1l1ty 
Seafood Watch Stats - We have distributed 2 5 m1ll1on Seafood Watch consumer guides to date - 13,000 business es partner 
with Seafood Watch - 231 conservation partners advance our sustainable seafood 1nit1at1ves Elevating Ocean Issues From 
S1l1con Valley to the United Nations, we brought ocean issues to the fore More and more, policymakers and the public seek our 
advice to shape a future 1n which ocean ecosystems can thrive March for Science On Earth Day 2017, we Joined people 
around the world and stood up for the critical role science plays 1n pro tect1ng the health of the ocean Aquarium staff marched 
1n North America and 1n Europe, fr om Washington, DC, and San Francisco to Brussels and Amsterdam We spoke 1n Monterey 
and S 1l1con Valley, and encouraged people to become c1t1zen sc1ent1sts Even our resident Afric an penguins Joined 1n with a 
"March of the Penguins for Science," waddling through our gal leries as a Face book Live audience of 4 3 m1ll1on cheered them 
on UN Ocean Conference In June, the United Nations hosted its first Ocean Conference - a global gathering focused o n 
protecting the marine resources vital to human survival Our expertise earned us 1nv1tat ions to speak on critical topics seafood 
susta1nab1l1ty, plastic pollution and ocean acid 1f1cat1on At the conclusion of the conference, the 193 member nations 
unanimously adopted a call "to act dec1s1vely and urgently [for ocean health]" A Pac1f1c Bluef1n Tuna Victory Years of work 
produced a breakthrough for Pac1f1c bluef1n tuna, and new hopes that they are now on a path to recovery We mob1l1zed our 
expertise 1n science, policy and f1sherie s to win 1nternat1onal support for a prom1s1ng new management plan for these w1de­
rang1ng ocean animals Pac1f1c bluef1n tuna have been struggling for decades, as their numbers dro pped below 3 percent of the 
level that existed before the onset of industrial-scale f1sh1n g after World War II Now, with contributions from our science, policy 
and sustainable sea food teams, they may be on the road to recovery Weve told the Pac1f1c bluef1n story for m ore than 20 
years, as the first aquarium 1n North America to have them on exh1b1t - connec ting tens of m1ll1ons of v1s1tors with these 
amazing animals It took years of effort by our research and policy experts, working with allies around the world, before 
1nternat1onal fisheries bodies agreed 1n the fall of 2017 to support a science-based recovery plan that will bring these prized fish 
back to sustainable levels It was "a historic moment for a remarkable species, which 1s so important to the ocean ecosystem 
and to coastal communit1e s around the Pac1f1c Rim," said Margaret Spring, Aquarium chief conservation officer As a leading 
voice for science-bas 
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Program ed ocean conservation, weve long raised concerns when mult1-nat1onal fisheries authorities ignored warnings about population 
Service declines, and failed to adhere to sc1ent1f1c advice about how to manage the recovery of Pac1f1c bluef1n tuna In 2017, we 
Accomplishment published new research that underscored the need for a different approach, and we advised the United States at 1n ternat1onal 
Description negot1at1ons on its management We also extended our partnership with f1sherie s sc1ent1sts from the National Research 

Institute of Far Seas Fisheries 1n Japan, tagging and tracking record numbers of bluef1n tuna - nearly 2,000 Juvenile and adult 
fish 1n 2017 In advance of key management meetings, we mob1l1zed nearly 200 chefs on five continents who urged their 
governments to adopt a meaningful, science-based recovery plan We also co ordinated with former Secretary of State John 
Kerry to urge swift 1nternat1onal action Th eres more to be done before Pac1f1c bluef1n tuna recovery 1s a success, and were 
staying engaged Weve f1nal1zed plans for 2018 to tag tunas 1n all three regions where theyre found Japan, the United States 
and Mexico, and New Zealand We remain active 1n fisheries mana gement bodies and well continue our work with culinary 
leaders 
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Plastic pollution threatens ocean w1ldl1fe and ecosystems around the world Its a priority issue for us Our unique set of skills - 1n 
science, policy, markets, communications and public engagement - brings together all the elements that will move society away 
from single-use plastic and toward 1nnovat1ve alternatives We reach m1ll1ons of v1s1tors through our exh1b1ts and daily programs 
like the presentation with our Laysan albatross, Makana We engage teachers and teens at our annual Ocean Plastic Pollution 
Summit Were contributing to the science by documenting the impacts of plastic pollution on marine ecosystems, and advancing 
policy and market-based solutions here 1n Cal1forn1a and across the nation Working with colleagues at the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium Research Institute, our science team 1s learning how ocean animals transport plastic particles through food webs And 
were now leading a growing Aquarium Conservation Partnership that uses its collective voice to reach m1ll1ons and support pol1c1es 
across the United States that reduce the flow of plastic into the ocean, lakes and rivers In 2017, we launched a national 
#lnOurHands campaign encouraging people to learn more, and to say no to single-use plastic All 22 member aquariums stopped 
using disposable plastic straws and shopping bags, and pledged to phase out plastic beverage bottles by late 2020 - modeling 
business practices that others can follow At the Aquarium, weve eliminated nearly all single-use plastic from our cafe and 
restaurant, and work with our gift shop vendors to reduce plastic packaging Young people - like Aquarium Teen Conservation 
Leader Shelby ONe1I - championed successful efforts to reduce single-use plastic Shelby has enlisted more than 1,000 
businesses, plus 1nd1v1duals and governments, to say no to plastic straws and take a No Straw November pledge In Carmel, 
Cal1forn1a, fifth grade students persuaded city off1c1als to ban single-use plastic at city restaurants Carmel Joins Seattle, Santa 
Cruz, Malibu and Santa Cruz County 1n a growing movement to find ocean-friendly alternatives 
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Form 990, Part 111, Line 4d Other program services of $18,686,421 represent the costs of a ct1v1t1es to provide a h1gh-qual1ty 
experience for the 1 9 m1ll1on people who v1s1ted the Aquarium 1n 2017 Included 1n this category are costs for marketing, guest 
services and me mbersh1p services, as well as costs associated with foodserv1ces and retail Marketing inc ludes costs 
associated with the creation, production and placement of advert1s1ng to build awareness about the opportunity to connect with 
marine life and ocean conservation throug h an Aquarium v1s1t An allocation of marketing costs 1s included 1n management and 
genera I expenses to represent the costs associated with sol1c1t1ng adm1ss1on revenue Our d1g1ta I, search-based advert1s1ng 
campaign continued to attract more v1s1tors to the Aquarium and the dest1nat1on In 2017, this campaign created 271,000 
add1t1onal room nights against our 2010 baseline That translates into $63 m1ll1on spent on lodging, $30 m1ll1on on retail and $33 
m1ll1on on food & beverage - a total of $126 m1ll1on 1n tourism spending and $12 m1ll1on 1n tax revenue (sales tax & TOT) Most 
of our Hispanic attendance 1s from Cal1forn 1a, with the maJority of v1s1tors arriving from the San Francisco, Sacramento, Fresno 
and local tri-county area (Monterey, Santa Cruz and San Benito counties), markets 1n which we advertise directly 1n Spanish 
language media Hispanic v1s1tors represented 22 percent of total paid Aquarium v1s1tors 1n 2017 Our active and responsive 
presence on social media p latforms allows v1s1tors to remain connected with us, and us with them, once they leave th e 
Aquarium We ended 2017 with 3 5 m1ll1on people around the world following and engaging with us on social media In 2017 the 
Aquarium admitted more than 93,000 people 1n our comm unity free of charge, 1nclud1ng audiences v1s1t1ng through our "Free to 
Learn," "Shelf to Shore,"Student Ocean Stewards" affordable access programs, and our annual "Community Open House" 
Membership households totaled 75,000 In add1t1on to the essential processing and customer service functions, membership 
services hosts several member events each year incl ud1ng a Halloween dance party and holiday wine tasting event Aquarium 
members also rece1v e targeted monthly e-newsletters and Shorelines, the Aquariums member magazine, which we offer 1n 
print and onl1ne versions Other Membership services include efforts to serve, ret a1n and communicate with members about our 
conservation m1ss1on The Aquariums overall out reach wouldnt have the impact 11 does without the ded1cat1on of our many 
volunteers, who d o more than make the Aquarium better they make our work possible For each staff member, we have two 
volunteers sharing their energy and enthusiasm for the ocean In 2017, over 1,400 1nd1v1duals volunteered over 162,000 hours 
of service 1n over 83 different work areas, notably 1n education and animal care Our volunteer community hails from all over 
central and northern Cal1forn1a - over 
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Family or Form 990, Part VI, Section A, line 2 Julie Packard, Chris Scholin and Barbara Wright have a business relat1onsh1p Julie Packard 
Business and Meg Caldwell have a business relat1onsh1p Michael Mantell and Mark Wan have a business relat1onsh1p 
Relat1onsh1ps 
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Form 990 Form 990, Part VI, Section A, line 11A The Form 990 1s prepared by Grant Thornton LLP based on audited f1nanc1al statements 
Review and with the assistance of the Aquarium's finance and accounting staff The draft of the 990 1s reviewed by the Controller, CFO, 
Process Secretary and Legal Counsel, and Executive Director with rev1s1ons incorporated as needed Upon acceptance of the final version, 

the 990 1s shared first with the Audit Committee for its review and then distributed to the full board prior to f1l1ng 
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Form 990, Part VI, Section B, Line 12c The Aquarium regularly and consistently monitors and enforces compliance with its conflict 
of interest pol1c1es Trustees and officers Conflict of Interest Policy - The Executive Director's office assures that all disclosures 
forms (and m1t1gat1on plans, 1f applicable) have been received by January 31 of each year from all trustees and officers, prepares a 
summary of disclosures, and forwards the completed forms and the summary to the Aquarium's Conflicts Review Panel, consisting 
of the Executive Director, Legal Counsel, Chief Human Resources Officer, the Chief F1nanc1al Officer (CFO), Controller and 
Director of Finance Trustees and officers also acknowledge receipt and understanding of the Aquariums COi Policy 1n conJunct1on 
with prov1d1ng the annual disclosures Following review by the Panel, the Panels findings and the disclosures are provided to the 
Board's Audit Committee, which reviews the disclosures and makes a report to the Board at its March Board meeting Both the 
Panel and the Audit Committee annually evaluate the effectiveness of the process The CFO and Controller assure appropriate 
reporting to the external auditors and tax f1l1ngs preparer Trustees and officers have a continuing duty to make add1t1onal 
disclosures throughout the year 1f warranted Employees Code of Ethical Conduct Policy - The Chief Human Resources Officer 
forwards the Code, which includes a section on conflicts of interest, to all managers 1n early January each year, and assures that 
each manager responds that they have read 11 and are 1n compliance by January 31 Managers are also required to disclose any 
interests which could give rise to conflict, and to assure that any staff 1n their areas with interests which could give rise to conflict 
has done the same Disclosures (and m1t1gat1on plans, 1f applicable) are reviewed by the Executive Director, Chief Human 
Resources Officer and CFO by March This team also evaluates the effectiveness of the process The CFO assures appropriate 
reporting to the external auditors and tax f1l1ngs preparer Employees have a continuing duty to make add1t1onal disclosures 
throughout the year 1f warranted 
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Process for Form 990, Part VI, Section B, Lines 15 The Board of Trustees ma1nta1ns a performance evaluation process for the Chief 
Determining Executive Officer, referred to as the Executive Director, who 1s a member of the Board The Boards Executive Compensation 
Compensation Committee, comprised of independent directors, reviews the CEO's performance with input from the other Board members, and 

recommends the compensation of the CEO to the Board The Committee obtains and reviews market survey data from several 
independent organizations (1n 2017 this was five national and regional firms, 1nclud1ng one custom survey) containing data for 
comparable pos1t1ons at comparable organizations The Committee provides the performance review and comparable salary 
1nformat1on to the Board and recommends the CEO's compensation Based upon the performance review and comparable salary 
1nformat1on, the independent members of the Board determine that the compensation 1s fair, Just and reasonable and then 
approves total compensation for the CEO The Board delegates to the Executive Compensation Committee the performance 
review and compensation approval of the Chief F1nanc1al Officer, who 1s not a member of the Board, and any other Officers or 
senior staff who are highly compensated Based upon the performance review and comparable salary 1nformat1on, the Committee 
determines that the compensation 1s fair, Just and reasonable and approves the Executive Director's recommendation of total 
compensation for the CFO and all other key employees In each case, the review and approval 1s contemporaneously 
documented 1n the minutes of the Committee and the Board, respectively 
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Documents Form 990, Part VI, Section C, Line 19 The Aquarium makes its audited f1nanc1al statements and Form 990 for the most recent 
Made three years available to the public by posting on its website The conflicts of interest policy and governing documents are provided 
Available to upon request w1th1n two business days 
the Public 
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Other Form 990, Part XI, Line 9 Unrealized Gain on Interest 1n Charitable Remainder Trust $392,397 
Changes 1n 
Net Assets 
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l@f@ Identification of Disregarded Entities Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 33. 

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) 
Name, address, and EIN (1f applicable) of disregarded entity Primary act1v1ty Legal dom1c1le (state Total income End-of-year assets Direct controlling 

or foreign country) entity 

• ...., .•• ,. Identification of Related Tax-Exempt Organizations Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 34 because 1t had one or more 
related tax-exempt organ1zat1ons during the tax year. 

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) 
Name, address, and EIN of related organization Primary act1v1ty Legal dom1c1le (state Exempt Code section Public charity status Direct controlling Section 512(b) 

or foreign country) (1f section 501(c)(3)) entity (13) controlled 
entity> 
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77-0569564 

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Cat No 50135Y Schedule R (Form 990) 2017 



Schedule R (Form 990) 2017 Page 2 
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M:1.flllJIII Transactions With Related Organizations Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990 Part IV line 34 35b or 36 , , , , 

Note. Complete line 1 1f any entity 1s listed in Parts II, III, or IV of this schedule Yes No 

1 During the tax year, did the orgranizat1on engage 1n any of the following transactions with one or more related organizations listed in Parts II-JV? 

a Receipt of (i) interest, (ii)annu1t1es, (iii) royalties, or(iv) rent from a controlled entity • la No 

b Gift, grant, or capital contribution to related organ1zat1on(s) lb No 

C Gift, grant, or capital contribution from related organizat1on(s) le No 

d Loans or loan guarantees to or for related organizat1on(s) ld No 

e Loans or loan guarantees by related organ1zat1on(s) le No 

f D1v1dends from related organ1zat1on(s) 1f No 

g Sale of assets to related organizat1on(s) • lg No 

h Purchase of assets from related organ1zat1on(s) lh No 

i Exchange of assets with related organizat1on(s) • li No 

j Lease of fac11it1es, equipment, or other assets to related organizat1on(s) lj No 

k Lease of fac1l1t1es, equipment, or other assets from related organ1zat1on(s) lk No 

I Performance of services or membership or fund raising solic1tat1ons for related organizat1on(s) 11 No 

m Performance of services or membership or fundra1sing sol1c1tat1ons by related organizat1on(s) lm No 

n Sharing of fac11it1es, equipment, mailing lists, or other assets with related organ1zat1on(s) ln Yes 

0 Sharing of paid employees with related organizat1on(s) lo Yes 

p Reimbursement paid to related organizat1on(s) for expenses • lp No 

q Reimbursement paid by related organ1zat1on(s) for expenses • lq Yes 

r Other transfer of cash or property to related organizat1on(s) lr No 

s Other transfer of cash or property from related organ1zat1on(s) ls No 

2 If the answer to any of the above 1s "Yes," see the 1nstruct1ons for information on who must complete this line, 1nclud1ng covered relat1onsh1ps and transaction thresholds 

(a) (b) (c) (d) 
Name of related organ12at1on Transaction Amount involved Method of determ1n1ng amount involved 

type (a-s) 
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•@I?• Unrelated Organizations Taxable as a Partnership Complete 1f the organ1zat1on answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 37. 
Provide the following information for each entity taxed as a partnership through which the organ1zat1on conducted more than five percent of its act1v1t1es (measured by total assets or gross revenue) that 
was not a related organ1zat1on See instructions regarding exclusion for certain investment partnerships 

(al (bl (cl (dl (el (fl (gl (hl (•l (jl (kl 
Name, address, and EIN of entity Primary act1v1ty Legal Predominant Are all partners Share of Share of D1sproprt1onate Code V-UBI General or Percentage 

dom1c1le income section total end-of-year allocations> amount in box managing ownership 
(state or (related, 501(c)(3) income assets 20 partner> 
foreign unrelated, organ1zat1ons7 of Schedule 

country) excluded from K-1 
tax under (Form 1065) 

sections 512-
514) 

Yes No Yes No Yes No 
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•@i?f • Supplemental Information 

Provide add1t1onal 1nformat1on for responses to questions on Schedule R (see instructions) 
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