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Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax
Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except private

» Do not enter social security numbers on this form as it may be made public
» Information about Form 990 and its instructions I1s at www IRS gov/form990

OMB No 1545-0047

2016

Open to Public

Inspection

A For the 2016 calendar year, or tax year beginning 07-01-2016 , and ending 06-30-2017

B Check If applicable
[0 Address change
[ Name change

C Name of organization

COMMON CAUSE EDUCATION FUND

D Employer identification number

31-1705370

O Initial return
Final

Doing business as

[Eeturn/terminated
O Amended return
O Application pendingl}

Number and street (or P O box If mail i1s not delivered to street address)

805 15th Street No 800

Room/suite

E Telephone number

(202) 833-1200

City or town, state or province, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code

Washington, DC 20005

G Gross receipts $ 7,361,551

F Name and address of principal officer

Karen Hobert Flynn

805 15th Street No 800
Washington, DC 20005

I Tax-exempt status 501(0)(3) L] 501(c)( )« (insertno )

] s047¢a)1yor [ 527

J Waebsite: » N/A

H(b) Are all subordinates

H(a) Is this a group return for

DYes No
included? O vyes [vo

If "No," attach a list (see instructions)

subordinates?

H(c) Group exemption number »

K Form of organization Corporation D Trust D Association D Other

L Year of formation 2000

M State of legal domicile DE

HZFW summary

1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission or most significant activities
The Common Cause Education Fund works with Common Cause, a nonpartisan, grassroots organization dedicated to upholding the core
values of American democracy, with the goals of ensuring open, honest, and accountable government, promoting equal rights, opportunity
and representation for all, and empowering all people to make their voices heard as equals in the political process CCEF works across four

::;_J major Issue areas Voting and Elections, Money and Politics, Ethics, Transparency and Government Accountability, and Media and
E Democracy
5
S
x5 2 Check this box » O if the organization discontinued its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its net assets
5: 3 Number of voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1a) 3 20
é 4 Number of iIndependent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1b) 4 19
b 5 Total number of individuals employed in calendar year 2016 (Part V, line 2a) 5 0
< 6 Total number of volunteers (estimate If necessary) 6 2,134
7a Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIII, column (C), line 12 7a 0
b Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, line 34 7b 0
Prior Year Current Year
@ 8 Contributions and grants (Part VIII, line 1h) 8,462,235 7,157,336
é 9 Program service revenue (Part VIII, line 2g) 98,000 77,262
é 10 Investment income (Part VIII, column (A), lines 3, 4, and 7d ) 96,564 67,903
11 Other revenue (Part VIII, column (A), ines 5, 6d, 8¢, 9¢c, 10c, and 11e) 0 0
12 Total revenue—add lines 8 through 11 (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12) 8,656,799 7,302,501
13 Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), ines 1-3 ) 0 0
14 Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), line 4) 0 0
£ 15 Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A), ines 5-10) 5,268,941 4,763,912
2 16a Professional fundraising fees (Part IX, column (A}, line 11e) 0 0
g b Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) »479,897
d 17 Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), ines 11a-11d, 11f-24e) 2,012,804 1,998,974
18 Total expenses Add lines 13-17 (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25) 7,281,745 6,762,886
19 Revenue less expenses Subtract line 18 from line 12 1,375,054 539,615
x 2 Beginning of Current Year End of Year
8%
3; 20 Total assets (Part X, line 16) 3,607,086 4,511,412
;g 21 Total habilities (Part X, line 26) 138,751 305,236
z3 22 Net assets or fund balances Subtract line 21 from line 20 3,468,335 4,206,176

| part 11 TR

ture Block

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my
knowledge and belief, it Is true, correct, and complete Declaration of preparer (other than officer) is based on all information of which preparer has

any knowledge

FHE ex 2017-10-26
R Signature of officer Date
Sign
Here Karen Hobert Flynn President
Type or print name and title
Print/Type preparer's name Preparer’s signature Date I:l PTIN
. Elizabeth Heller Elizabeth Heller Check if | P00397829
Pald self-employed
Preparer Firm's nz;ne : Tate and Tryon Firm's EIN # 52-1855942
Firm's address P 2021 L Street NW Suite 400 Phone no (202) 293-2200
Use Only (202)
Washington, DC 20036

May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see Instructions)

Yes |:|No

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions.

Cat No 11282Y Form 990 (2016)



Form 990 (2016) Page 2
ZXEit] statement of Program Service Accomplishments

Check If Schedule O contains a response or note to any lineinthisPartIII . . . . . .+ . .+ .+ .« + .+« .« .

1

Briefly describe the organization’s mission

The Common Cause Education Fund employs research, outreach, educational programming, and coalition building to increase public understanding of
how our democracy works, empower citizens to hold their government accountable, and promote broad and effective citizen engagement at federal,
state and local levels

2 Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on
the prior Form 890 or 990-EZ? . . . +« « « 4« o+ 4w w e e e w e Lyes MnNo
If "Yes," describe these new services on Schedule O
3 Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any program
SErviCes? . . 4 a a a wa o aaw e aaaawe e Clyes MINo
If "Yes," describe these changes on Schedule O
4 Describe the organization’s program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services, as measured by expenses
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others, the total
expenses, and revenue, If any, for each program service reported
4a (Code ) (Expenses $ 1,956,128 including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ 77,262 )
See Additional Data
4b  (Code ) (Expenses $ 1,856,212 including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ }
See Additional Data
4c (Code ) (Expenses $ 1,367,624 including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ }
See Additional Data
See Additional Data Table
4d  Other program services (Describe in Schedule O )
(Expenses $ 315,518 including grants of $ } (Revenue $ )
4e Total program service expenses » 5,495,482

Form 990 (2016)



Form 990 (2016)

10

11

12a

13

14a

15

16

17

18

19

Page 3
IEZXEY cChecklist of Required Schedules

Yes No
Is the organization described in section 501(c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)? If "Yes," complete Yes
Schedule A % 1
Is the organization required to complete Schedule B, Schedule of Contributors (see Instructions)? %) 2 Yes
Did the organization engage in direct or indirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to candidates No
for public office? If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part I @, 3
Section 501(c)(3) organizations.
Did the organization engage in lobbying activities, or have a section 501(h) election in effect during the tax year?
If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part 11 % e e e 4 Yes
Is the organization a section 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), or 501(c)(6) organization that receives membership dues,
assessments, or similar amounts as defined in Revenue Procedure 98-19? N
If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part III %) 5 °©
Did the organization maintain any donor advised funds or any similar funds or accounts for which donors have the right
to provide advice on the distribution or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? N
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part I %) 6 °©
Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement, including easements to preserve open space, N
the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? If "Yes, " complete Schedule D, Part II )l 7 °©
Did the organization maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? N
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part III %) 8 °©
Did the organization report an amount in Part X, line 21 for escrow or custodial account lability, serve as a custodian
for amounts not listed in Part X, or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or debt negotiation N
services?If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part IV %) 9 °©
Did the organization, directly or through a related organization, hold assets in temporarily restricted endowments, 10 No
permanent endowments, or quasi-endowments? If "Yes, " complete Schedule D, Part V @,
If the organization’s answer to any of the following questions Is "Yes," then complete Schedule D, Parts VI, VII, VIII, IX,
or X as applicable
Did the organization report an amount for land, buildings, and equipment in Part X, line 10? N
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part VI % . e e e e e e 11a °©
Did the organization report an amount for iInvestments—other securities in Part X, line 12 that 1s 5% or more of Its total N
assets reported in Part X, line 167 If "Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part VII @) 11ib °
Did the organization report an amount for investments—program related in Part X, ine 13 that 1s 5% or more of Its N
total assets reported in Part X, line 16? If "Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part VIII %) . 11c °©
Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Part X, line 15 that is 5% or more of its total assets reported N
In Part X, line 167 If "Yes, " complete Schedule D, Part IX %) e e e 11d °
Did the organization report an amount for other liabilities in Part X, line 25? If "Yes, " complete Schedule D, Part X %) 11e No
Did the organization’s separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that addresses 11f No
the organization’s hability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740)? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X %)
Did the organization obtain separate, independent audited financial statements for the tax year?
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Parts XI and XII %) e e e 12a No
Was the organization included In consolidated, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? 12b | Yes
If "Yes," and if the organization answered "No" to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts XI and XII is optional %)
Is the organization a school described In section 170(b)(1)(A)(11)? If "Yes," complete Schedule E 13 N

o

Did the organization maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States? 14a No
Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, fundraising,
business, investment, and program service activities outside the United States, or aggregate foreign investments
valued at $100,000 or more? If "Yes," complete Schedule F, Parts I and IV . P 14b No
Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for any
foreign organization? If "Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts Il and IV . 15 No
Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or other assistance to
or for foreign individuals? If "Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts III and IV . . 16 No
Did the organization report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundraising services on Part IX, 17 No
column (A), ines 6 and 11e? If "Yes, " complete Schedule G, Part I (see Instructions)
Did the organization report more than $15,000 total of fundraising event gross income and contributions on Part VIII,
lines 1c and 8a? If "Yes, " complete Schedule G, Part II . 18 No
Did the organization report more than $15,000 of gross income from gaming activities on Part VIII, line 9a? If "Yes,"
complete Schedule G, Part III . .o 19 No

Form 990 (2016)



Form 990 (2016) Page 4
m Checklist of Required Schedules (continued)
Yes No
20a Did the organization operate one or more hospital facilities? If "Yes," complete Schedule H . 20a No
b If "Yes" to line 20a, did the organization attach a copy of its audited financial statements to this return? 20b
21 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to any domestic organization or domestic 21 No
government on Part IX, column (A), line 1? If "Yes,” complete Schedule I, Parts I and II .
22 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for domestic individuals on Part IX, 22
column (A), ine 2? If “Yes,” complete Schedule I, Parts I and III . No
23 Did the organization answer "Yes" to Part VII, Section A, line 3, 4, or 5 about compensation of the organization’s
current and former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees? If "Yes, " 23 Yes
complete Schedule J . f e e e e e
24a Did the organization have a tax-exempt bond issue with an outstanding principal amount of more than $100,000 as of
the last day of the year, that was issued after December 31, 20027 If "Yes, ” answer lines 24b through 24d and
complete Schedule K If "No,” go to line 25a 24a No
b Did the organization invest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyond a temporary period exception? b
24
¢ Did the organization maintain an escrow account other than a refunding escrow at any time during the year
to defease any tax-exempt bonds? . 24c
d Did the organization act as an "on behalf of" issuer for bonds outstanding at any time during the year? 24d
25a Section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations.
Did the organization engage in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person during the year? If "Yes, "
complete Schedule L, Part I . 25a No
b Is the organization aware that it engaged in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person in a prior year, and
that the transaction has not been reported on any of the organization’s prior Forms 990 or 990-EZ? 25b No
If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part I e
26 Did the organization report any amount on Part X, line 5, 6, or 22 for receivables from or payables to any current or
former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, highest compensated employees, or disqualified persons? 26 No
If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part II . . . . .
27 Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance to an officer, director, trustee, key employee, substantial
contributor or employee thereof, a grant selection committee member, or to a 35% controlled entity or family member | 27 No
of any of these persons? If "Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part III .
28 Was the organization a party to a business transaction with one of the following parties (see Schedule L, Part IV
Instructions for applicable filing thresholds, conditions, and exceptions)
a A current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If "Yes," complete Schedule L,
Part IV
28a No
b A family member of a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part
v . P . P . 28b No
c An entity of which a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee (or a family member thereof) was an
officer, director, trustee, or direct or indirect owner? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part IV . 28c No
29 Did the organization receive more than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? If “Yes,” complete Schedule M . . %) 29 Yes
30 Did the organization receive contributions of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets, or qualified conservation N
contributions? If "Yes,” complete Schedule M . co. @, 30 °
31 Did the organization liquidate, terminate, or dissolve and cease operations? If "Yes," complete Schedule N, PartI . N
31 °
32 Did the organization sell, exchange, dispose of, or transfer more than 25% of its net assets?
If "Yes," complete Schedule N, Part II 32 No
33 Did the organization own 100% of an entity disregarded as separate from the organization under Regulations sections N
301 7701-2 and 301 7701-3? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part I . ®, 33 °©
34 Was the organization related to any tax-exempt or taxable entity? If "Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part II, III, or IV, and
" 34 Yes
Part V, line 1
35a Did the organization have a controlled entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? 35a No
b If 'Yes' to line 35a, did the organization receive any payment from or engage in any transaction with a controlled entity
within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? If "Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2 35b
36 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization make any transfers to an exempt non-charitable related v
organization? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2 P ®, 36 es
37 Did the organization conduct more than 5% of its activities through an entity that is not a related organization and that N
Is treated as a partnership for federal iIncome tax purposes? If “Yes," complete Schedule R, Part VI %) 37 °
38 Did the organization complete Schedule O and provide explanations in Schedule O for Part VI, ines 11b and 19? Note.
All Form 990 filers are required to complete Schedule O 38 Yes

Form 990 (2016)



Form 990 (2016)

Page 5

Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance
Check If Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part vV .

la

2a

3a

4a

5a

9a

10

11

12a

13

14a

Yes No

Enter the number reported in Box 3 of Form 1096 Enter -0- If not applicable . . 1a
Enter the number of Forms W-2G included in line 1a Enter -0- If not applicable ib
Did the organization comply with backup withholding rules for reportable payments to vendors and reportable gaming
(gambling) winnings to prize winners? P . 1c
Enter the number of employees reported on Form W-3, Transmittal of Wage and
Tax Statements, filed for the calendar year ending with or within the year covered by
thisreturn . . . .+ . . . . 0 0w a e aaa 2a 0
If at least one Is reported on line 2a, did the organization file all required federal employment tax returns? 2b
Note.If the sum of lines 1a and 2a Is greater than 250, you may be required to e-file (see instructions)
Did the organization have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more during the year? 3a No
If “Yes,” has i1t filed a Form 990-T for this year?If "No” to line 3b, provide an explanation in Schedule O . 3b
At any time during the calendar year, did the organization have an interest in, or a signature or other authority over, a
financial account In a foreign country (such as a bank account, securities account, or other financial account)?

4a No
If "Yes," enter the name of the foreign country #»
See Instructions for filing requirements for FINCEN Form 114, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAR)
Was the organization a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction at any time during the tax year? 5a No
Did any taxable party notify the organization that it was or Is a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction? 5b No
If "Yes," to line 5a or 5b, did the organization file Form 8886-T?

5¢c
Does the organization have annual gross receipts that are normally greater than $100,000, and did the organization 6a No
solicit any contributions that were not tax deductible as charitable contributions? .
If "Yes," did the organization include with every solicitation an express statement that such contributions or gifts were
not tax deductible? - . 6b
Organizations that may receive deductible contributions under section 170(c).
Did the organization receive a payment in excess of $75 made partly as a contribution and partly for goods and services| 7a No
provided to the payor? e .
If "Yes," did the organization notify the donor of the value of the goods or services provided? 7b
Did the organization sell, exchange, or otherwise dispose of tangible personal property for which it was required to file
Form 82827 7c No
If "Yes," indicate the number of Forms 8282 filed during the year . . . . | 7d |
Did the organization receive any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay premiums on a personal benefit contract?

7e No
Did the organization, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit contract? 7f No
If the organization received a contribution of qualified intellectual property, did the organization file Form 8899 as
required? . e e 79
If the organization received a contribution of cars, boats, airplanes, or other vehicles, did the organization file a Form
1098-C? P 7h
Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds.
Did a donor advised fund maintained by the sponsoring organization have excess business holdings at any time during
the year? e . 8
Did the sponsoring organization make any taxable distributions under section 4966? 9a
Did the sponsoring organization make a distribution to a donor, donor advisor, or related person? 9b
Section 501(c)(7) organizations. Enter
Initiation fees and capital contributions included on Part VIII, ine 12 . . . 10a
Gross recelipts, included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, for public use of club facilities | 10b
Section 501(c)(12) organizations. Enter
Gross Income from members or shareholders . . . . . . . . . 11a
Gross Income from other sources (Do not net amounts due or paid to other sources
against amounts due or received fromthem) . . . . . . . . . . 11b
Section 4947(a)(1) non-exempt charitable trusts. Is the organization filing Form 990 n lieu of Form 10412 12a
If "Yes," enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or accrued during the year b

12

Section 501(c)(29) qualified nonprofit health insurance issuers.
Is the organization licensed to 1ssue qualified health plans in more than one state?’Note. See the instructions for
additional information the organization must report on Schedule O 13a
Enter the amount of reserves the organization is required to maintain by the states in
which the organization is licensed to issue qualified health plans . . . . 13b
Enter the amount of reservesonhand . . . . . .+ .+ . .+ . . . 13c
Did the organization receive any payments for indoor tanning services during the tax year? 14a No
If "Yes," has i1t filed a Form 720 to report these payments?If “No, " provide an explanation in Schedule O 14b

Form 990 (2016)



Form 990 (2016)
m Governance, Management, and Disclosurefor each "Yes” response to lines 2 through 7b below, and for a "No" response to lines

Page 6

8a, 8b, or 10b below, describe the circumstances, processes, or changes in Schedule O See instructions

Check If Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VI
Section A. Governing Body and Management
Yes No
1a Enter the number of voting members of the governing body at the end of the tax year 1a 20
If there are material differences in voting rights among members of the governing
body, or If the governing body delegated broad authority to an executive committee or
similar committee, explain in Schedule O
b Enter the number of voting members included in line 1a, above, who are independent
ib 19
2 Did any officer, director, trustee, or key employee have a family relationship or a business relationship with any other
officer, director, trustee, or key employee? . 2 No
3 Did the organization delegate control over management duties customarily performed by or under the direct supervision 3 No
of officers, directors or trustees, or key employees to a management company or other person?
4 Did the organization make any significant changes to Its governing documents since the prior Form 990 was filed?
o . . 4 Yes
5 Did the organization become aware during the year of a significant diversion of the organization’s assets? 5 No
Did the organization have members or stockholders? No
7a Did the organization have members, stockholders, or other persons who had the power to elect or appoint one or more
members of the governing body? P P 7a No
b Are any governance decisions of the organization reserved to (or subject to approval by) members, stockholders, or 7b No
persons other than the governing body? P
8 Did the organization contemporaneously document the meetings held or written actions undertaken during the year by
the following
a The governing body? 8a Yes
Each committee with authority to act on behalf of the governing body? 8b Yes
9 Is there any officer, director, trustee, or key employee listed in Part VII, Section A, who cannot be reached at the
organization’s mailing address? If "Yes," provide the names and addresses in Schedule O . 9 No
Section B. Policies (This Section B requests information about policies not required by the Internal Revenue Code.)
Yes No
10a Did the organization have local chapters, branches, or affiliates? 10a No
b If "Yes," did the organization have written policies and procedures governing the activities of such chapters, affiliates,
and branches to ensure their operations are consistent with the organization's exempt purposes? 10b
11a Has the organization provided a complete copy of this Form 990 to all members of its governing body before filing the
form? 11a | Yes
b Describe in Schedule O the process, If any, used by the organization to review this Form 990
12a Did the organization have a written conflict of interest policy? If “"No," go to line 13 12a| Yes
b Were officers, directors, or trustees, and key employees required to disclose annually interests that could give rise to
conflicts? P 12b | Yes
¢ Did the organization regularly and consistently monitor and enforce compliance with the policy? If "Yes," describe in
Schedule O how this was done . P P 12¢c | Yes
13 Did the organization have a written whistleblower policy? 13 Yes
14 Did the organization have a written document retention and destruction policy? 14 Yes
15 Did the process for determining compensation of the following persons include a review and approval by independent
persons, comparability data, and contemporaneous substantiation of the deliberation and decision?
a The organization’s CEQO, Executive Director, or top management official 15a | Yes
Other officers or key employees of the organization 15b No
If "Yes" to line 15a or 15b, describe the process in Schedule O (see Instructions)
16a Did the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or participate in a joint venture or similar arrangement with a
taxable entity during the year? .. . 16a No
b If "Yes," did the organization follow a written policy or procedure requiring the organization to evaluate its participation
In Joint venture arrangements under applicable federal tax law, and take steps to safeguard the organization’s exempt
status with respect to such arrangements? . 16b

Section C. Disclosure

17

18

19

20

List the States with which a copy of this Form 990 Is required to be filed»

AL,AZ,AR,CA,CO,CT,DE,FL,GA, HI,
LA, ME,MD,MA,MI,MN,MS,6 MO, MT,NE,NH, NJ,

IL,IN, KS, KY,

NM,

NY,NC,ND,OH,OK,OR,PA,RI,SC, TN, TX, UT, VT,

VA, WA, DC, WV, WI

Section 6104 requires an organization to make its Form 1023 (or 1024 If applicable), 990, and 990-T (501(c)(3)s only)
avallable for public inspection Indicate how you made these available Check all that apply

] own website [ Another's website Upon request [ other (explain in Schedule O)

Describe in Schedule O whether (and If so, how) the organization made its governing documents, conflict of interest
policy, and financial statements available to the public during the tax year

State the name, address, and telephone number of the person who possesses the organization's books and records

P Elizabeth MARCHANT - CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 805 15th Street Suite 800 Washington, DC 20005 (202) 833-1200

Form 990 (2016)



Form 990 (2016) Page 7
Compensation of Officers, Directors,Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated Employees,
and Independent Contractors

Check If Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VII
Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees

1a Complete this table for all persons required to be listed Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization’s tax

year
® List all of the organization’s current officers, directors, trustees (whether individuals or organizations), regardless of amount

of compensation Enter -0- In columns (D), (E), and (F} if no compensation was paid

® List all of the organization’s current key employees, If any See instructions for definition of "key employee

@ List the organization’s five current highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee or key employee)
who received reportable compensation (Box 5 of Form W-2 and/or Box 7 of Form 1099-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the
organization and any related organizations

® List all of the organization’s former officers, key employees, or highest compensated employees who received more than $100,000
of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations

® List all of the organization’s former directors or trustees that received, Iin the capacity as a former director or trustee of the
organization, more than $10,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations
List persons In the following order individual trustees or directors, institutional trustees, officers, key employees, highest
compensated employees, and former such persons

O

LI check this box If neither the organization nor any related organization compensated any current officer, director, or trustee

(A) (B) (©) (D) (E) (F)

Name and Title Average Position (do not check more Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours per than one box, unless person compensation compensation amount of other
week (list Is both an officer and a from the from related compensation
any hours director/trustee) organization (W- organizations from the
for related — >~ To T 2/1099-MISC) (W-2/1099- organization and

235 - [ ¢ m
organizations | = g | 3 § rl2a |2 MISC) related
below dotted | &= [ 5 |8 |5 | =% |3 organizations
line) Fels(~|3 |9 |T
g0 |a 2L 5
1 = i FT id |__J
| B o= 3
= - i >
e | = T @
T = T
b '-?'; e
b g 'ia‘
=5

See Additional Data Table

Form 990 (2016)



Form 990 (2016)

Page 8

m Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees (continued)

(A) (B) (c) (D) (E) (F)
Name and Title Average Position (do not check more Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours per than one box, unless person compensation compensation amount of other
week (hst Is both an officer and a from the from related compensation
any hours director/trustee) organization (W- | organizations (W- from the
for related pe— R 2/1099-MISC) 2/1099-MISC) organization and
23 - [ - i ¢ m
organizations | 2 3 | 5 § T |32c |2 related
belowdotted | = |5 |2 |& |27 |3 organizations
line) Pels |3 |« |®
a0 | & o |
D o= o = |o O
T |8 = 3
= - =
e | = L=
T = T
b ’-?'; @
b g 'iu‘
(=N
See Additional Data Table
ibSub-Total . . . . . . . . .« .+ .+« .+ .« & .« . P
c Total from continuation sheets to Part VII, SectionA . . . . »
dTotal (add linesiband1c) . . . . . . . . . . . » 884,192 479,078 30,685
2 Total number of individuals (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than $100,000
of reportable compensation from the organization » 0
Yes No
3 Did the organization list any former officer, director or trustee, key employee, or highest compensated employee on
line 1a? If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such individual « . . .« « « « « & « o« . . . 3 No
4 For any individual listed on line 1a, 1s the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from the
organization and related organizations greater than $150,000? If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such
individual « « w0 . 0 0w e s e e e e e e e e e e ves
5 Did any person listed on line 1a receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization or individual for
services rendered to the organization?If "Yes, " complete Schedule J for such person . . . .+ .+« .+ . . 5 No

Section B. Independent Contractors

1 Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of compensation

from the organization Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization’s tax year

(A) (B)
Name and business address Description of services

(C)

Compensation

2 Total number of independent contractors (including but not mited to those listed above) who received more than $100,000 of
compensation from the organization » 0

Form 990 (2016)
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M Statement of Revenue

Check If Schedule O contains

a response or note to any line in this Part VIII

O

(A) (B) (<) (D)
Total revenue Related or Unrelated Revenue
exempt business excluded from
function revenue tax under sections
revenue 512-514
1a Federated campaigns | 1a |
n &
< g b Membership dues | ib |
2 s
O e|c Fundraising events | ic |
.3‘2: ‘E d Related organizations | id |
-0
(D == | e Government grants (contributions) | le |
4 E
= U_7 f All other contributions, gifts, grants,
o and similar amounts not included 1f 7,157,336
= o above
- =
'E 5 g Noncash contributions included
b= = In hines la-1f $ 70,111
o <
O ® | h Total.Add lines 1a-1f . » 7,157,336
1 Business Code
=
E 2a STATE AFFILIATE COSTS 900099 72,000 72,000
>
& | b program Fees 900099 5,262 5,262
3
c
z
X d
c e
©
= | f All other program service revenue
o 77,262
& | gTotal.Add lines 2a-2f . »
3 Investment income (including dividends, interest, and other
similar amounts) » 11,851 11,851
4 Income from investment of tax-exempt bond proceeds »
5 Royalties »
(1) Real () Personal
6a Gross rents
b Less rental expenses
¢ Rental iIncome or
(loss)
d Net rental income or (loss) »
(1) Securities (u) Other
7a Gross amount
from sales of 115,102
assets other
than inventory
b Less costor
other basis and 59,050
sales expenses
€ Gain or (loss) 56,052
d Net gain or (loss) > 56,052 56,052
8a Gross Income from fundraising events
® (not including $ of
3 contributions reported on line 1c)
§ See Part IV, line 18 a
é’ b Less direct expenses b
; c Net income or (loss) from fundraising events . . »
£ |9a Gross income from gaming activities
O See Part IV, line 19
a
b Less direct expenses b
c Net income or (loss) from gaming activities . . »
10aGross sales of inventory, less
returns and allowances
a
b Less cost of goods sold b
c Net income or (loss) from sales of inventory . . »
Miscellaneous Revenue Business Code
11a
b
[
d All other revenue
e Total. Add lines 11a-11d »
12 Total revenue. See Instructions >
7,302,501 77,262 67,903

Form 990 (2016)
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Page 10

Statement of Functional Expenses

Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations must complete all columns All other organizations must complete column (A)

Check If Schedule O contains a response or note to an

line In this Part IX

O

(B)

(©)

Do not include amounts reported on lines 6b, (A) Program service Management and (D)
7b, 8b, 9b, and 10b of Part VIII. Total expenses ?axpenses gener?al expenses Fundraisingexpenses
1 Grants and other assistance to domestic organizations and
domestic governments See Part IV, line 21
2 Grants and other assistance to domestic individuals See Part
IV, line 22
3 Grants and other assistance to foreign organizations, foreign
governments, and foreign individuals See Part IV, line 15
and 16

4 Benefits paid to or for members

5 Compensation of current officers, directors, trustees, and 970,359 573,202 125,406 271,751

key employees

6 Compensation not included above, to disqualified persons (as

defined under section 4958(f)(1)) and persons described In
section 4958(c)(3)(B) PR
7 Other salaries and wages 2,746,107 2,558,000 148,511 39,596
8 Pension plan accruals and contributions (include section 401 165,853 126,900 26,780 12,173
(k) and 403(b) employer contributions)

9 Other employee benefits 525,776 402,290 84,895 38,591
10 Payroll taxes 355,817 272,248 57,452 26,117
11 Fees for services (non-employees)

a Management 280,028 280,028

b Legal 14,071 2,650 11,421

c Accounting 25,278 25,278

d Lobbying

e Professional fundraising services See Part IV, line 17

f Investment management fees 1,653 129 1,524

g Other (If ine 11g amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column 185,091 184,982 109

(A) amount, list line 11g expenses on Schedule O)

12 Advertising and promotion 18,645 18,645
13 Office expenses 161,520 218,268 -77,941 21,193
14 Information technology 106,045 80,161 11,264 14,620
15 Royalties
16 Occupancy 600,714 248,172 350,526 2,016
17 Travel 295,765 244,395 3,270 48,100
18 Payments of travel or entertainment expenses for any

federal, state, or local public officials
19 Conferences, conventions, and meetings 167,780 162,933 2,166 2,681
20 Interest
21 Payments to affiliates 121,738 121,738
22 Depreciation, depletion, and amortization
23 Insurance 4,511 4,511
24 Other expenses Itemize expenses not covered above (List

miscellaneous expenses In line 24e If line 24e amount

exceeds 10% of line 25, column (A) amount, list line 24e

expenses on Schedule O )

a Taxes, Licenses, Fees 9,129 677 8,452

b Financial Services and 4,056 64 3,992

¢ Miscellaneous Expense 2,950 2,950

d

e All other expenses
25 Total functional expenses. Add lines 1 through 24e 6,762,886 5,495,482 787,507 479,897

26 Joint costs. Complete this line only If the organization
reported in column (B) joint costs from a combined
educational campaign and fundraising solicitation

Check here » [ if following SOP 98-2 (ASC 958-720)

Form 990 (2016)
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m Balance Sheet

Page 11

Check If Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part IX

O

(A) (B)
Beginning of year End of year
1 Cash-non-interest-bearing 154,936 1 275,033
2 Savings and temporary cash investments 2
3 Pledges and grants receivable, net 2,080,364 3 2,171,340
4 Accounts recelvable, net 4
5 Loans and other receivables from current and former officers, directors,
trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees Complete Part 5
II of Schedule L
6 Loans and other receivables from other disqualified persons (as defined under
section 4958(f)(1)), persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B), and
contributing employers and sponsoring organizations of section 501(c)(9) 6
voluntary employees' beneficiary organizations (see Instructions) Complete
19 Part II of Schedule L
‘a,’ 7 Notes and loans recelvable, net 7
& Inventories for sale or use
< 9 Prepaid expenses and deferred charges 2,766 9 169,891
10a Land, buildings, and equipment cost or other
basis Complete Part VI of Schedule D 10a
b Less accumulated depreciation 10b 10c
11 Investments—publicly traded securities 1,171,887 11 1,799,053
12 Investments—other securities See Part IV, line 11 12
13 Investments—program-related See Part IV, line 11 13
14 Intangible assets 14
15 Other assets See Part IV, line 11 197,133 15 96,095
16 Total assets.Add lines 1 through 15 (must equal line 34) 3,607,086| 16 4,511.412
17 Accounts payable and accrued expenses 138,751 17 305,236
18 Grants payable 18
19 Deferred revenue 19
20 Tax-exempt bond labilities 20
|21 Escrow or custodial account liability Complete Part IV of Schedule D 21
2 22 Loans and other payables to current and former officers, directors, trustees,
=
- key employees, highest compensated employees, and disqualified
~
= persons Complete Part II of Schedule L 22
=23  secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties 23
24 Unsecured notes and loans payable to unrelated third parties 24
25  Other liabilities (including federal income tax, payables to related third parties, 25
and other labilities not included on lines 17-24)
Complete Part X of Schedule D
26 Total liabilities.Add lines 17 through 25 138,751 26 305,236
q"‘) Organizations that follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here » and
Q complete lines 27 through 29, and lines 33 and 34.
& | 27 Unrestricted net assets -55.231| 27 -374,512
5 28 Temporarily restricted net assets 3,523,566 28 4,580,688
T |29 Permanently restricted net assets 29
E Organizations that do not follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958),
5 check here » [ and complete lines 30 through 34.
«~ | 30 Capital stock or trust principal, or current funds . 30
§ 31 Paid-in or capital surplus, or land, building or equipment fund 31
é 32 Retained earnings, endowment, accumulated income, or other funds 32
@ |33 Total net assets or fund balances 3,468,335| 33 4,206,176
z 34 Total habilities and net assets/fund balances 3,607.086( 34 4,511,412

Form 990 (2016)
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m Reconcilliation of Net Assets

Page 12

Check If Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part XI

O

1 Total revenue (must equal Part VIII, column (A}, line 12) 1 7,302,501
2 Total expenses (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25) 2 6,762,886
3 Revenue less expenses Subtract line 2 from line 1 3 539,615
4 Net assets or fund balances at beginning of year (must equal Part X, line 33, column (A)) 4 3,468,335
5 Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments 5 198,226
6 Donated services and use of facilities 6
7 Investment expenses 7
8 Prior period adjustments 8
9 Other changes In net assets or fund balances (explain in Schedule O) 9 0
10 Net assets or fund balances at end of year Combine lines 3 through 9 (must equal Part X, line 33, column (B))| 10 4,206,176
m Financial Statements and Reporting
Check If Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part XII
Yes No
1 Accounting method used to prepare the Form 990 O cash Accrual [ other
If the organization changed its method of accounting from a prior year or checked "Other," explain in
Schedule O
2a Were the organization’s financial statements compiled or reviewed by an independent accountant? 2a No
If ‘Yes,’ check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were compiled or reviewed on a
separate basis, consolidated basis, or both
O Separate basis ] consolidated basis [ Both consolidated and separate basis
b Were the organization’s financial statements audited by an independent accountant? 2b Yes
If 'Yes,’ check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were audited on a separate basis,
consolidated basis, or both
O Separate basis Consoclidated basis [ Both consolidated and separate basis
c If "Yes," to line 2a or 2b, does the organization have a committee that assumes responsibility for oversight
of the audit, review, or compilation of its financial statements and selection of an independent accountant? 2c Yes
If the organization changed either its oversight process or selection process during the tax year, explain in Schedule O
3a As a result of a federal award, was the organization required to undergo an audit or audits as set forth in the Single
Audit Act and OMB Circular A-133? 3a No
b If "Yes," did the organization undergo the required audit or audits? If the organization did not undergo the required
audit or audits, explain why In Schedule O and describe any steps taken to undergo such audits 3b

Form 990 (2016)
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Form 990, Part III, Line 4a:

Money and politicsCommon Cause joined the Campaign Legal Center in a complaint to the Federal Election Commission, accusing the Trump for President campaign of
violating campaign finance laws by falsely reporting millions of dollars in contributions as "debt retirement" even though there was no outstanding debt Common Cause
Maryland released "Pay to Play," a report analyzing political contributions and lobbying expenditures by the bail bond industry in Maryland and how they influence public
policy




Form 990, Part III, Line 4b:

Voting and Elections Common Cause was among four parties that won a favorable ruling from the 4th U S Circuit Court of Appeals in a challenge to a North Carolina election
law that severely limited voting rights The court said state lawmakers drafted the law with "almost surgical precision" to make voting more difficult for African-American and
other minority voters The Supreme Court declined to stay the 4th Circuit ruling In a partnership with the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, Common Cause co-
led the national field mobilization efforts to protect voters' rights and the integrity of our elections by recruiting, training, and deploying volunteer Election Day poll monitors
In 27 states Election protection planning began early in the year with national allies, Common Cause leaders and partners In the states, and - in some states - election
officials In addition to coordinating efforts on the ground in 15 priority states where we have chapters (CA, CO, CT, FL, GA, IL, MA, MN, NE, NM, NC, OH, PA, TX, WI), we
helped to recruit volunteers in five other critical states, NV, MI, AZ, MO and VA Five thousand volunteers signed up for day-long election protection shifts through our
website http //protectthevote net Common Cause worked intensively to ensure that state Election Day call centers were staffed with legal volunteers, contacted election
administrators, and got the word out about the broad array of election protection resources, including the 866-OUR-VOTE, 888-Ve Y Vota, 888-API VOTE, and the #Yalla
Vote hotlines and voter information websites A nonpartisan voter guide produced by Common Cause reached more than 1 3 million North Carolina voters More than 100
students of color recruited and trained by Common Cause knocked on nearly 10,000 doors In cities across the state to distribute nonpartisan voter education information In
New York, Common Cause relaunched the Pollwatch app, allowing New Yorkers to use their mobile devices to report i1ssues at the polls on Election Day Common Cause and
allies, represented by the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, sued the New York State Elections Board and obtained a temporary restraining order restoring the
registration status of a couple who had been removed from the voter rolls In Illinois, an amicus brief filed by Common Cause and allies in the Just Democracy Coalition
helped persuade an appeals court to overturn a federal judge's ruling blocking Election Day voter registration in the state Common Cause was a plaintiff in a successful
challenge to a Michigan law eliminating straight ticket voting The court agreed that the law would disproportionately impact communities of color, lengthening their often
too-long wait times to vote The Supreme Court upheld a lower court ruling in our favor, allowing Michiganders to cast straight ticket ballots in the November election
Common Cause filed an amicus brief with the 6th U S Circuit Court of Appeals in A Phillip Randolph Institute and NEOCH v Husted, a case challenging Ohio Secretary of
State Jon Husted's practice of purging from the voter rolls people who have failed to cast ballots The appeals court reversed a lower court decision In the state's favor,
agreeing with our argument that Husted's office viclated Section 8 of the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) California Common Cause joined with the League of Women
Voters of Califormia, ACCE Institute, and the National Council of La Raza in a lawsuit to force California DMV to comply with the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA),
commonly known as "Motor Voter " The NVRA requires states to incorporate voter registration into DMV forms so that customers can register to vote or update their voter
registration when they apply for or renew a driver's license or state identification card, or submit a change of address California DMV, however, has been unlawfully
requiring the million-plus Californians who renew by mail every year to complete a separate voter registration form Common Cause Indiana partnered with the Indiana State
Conference of the NAACP and NAACP Branch #3053 in a federal lawsuit challenging Marion County (Indianapolis) policies that give county residents fewer opportunities to
vote early than are provided in other Indiana localities Common Cause filed an amicus brief in the 7th U S Circuit Court of Appeals in One Wisconsin Inst v Thomsen, a
suit seeking to restore election law reforms rolled back by the state legislature A lower court struck down the state's photo ID law on 14th Amendment grounds but failed to
resurrect eight provisions that lowered barriers to voting by students and other young people Common Cause released "Tuning In and Turning Out,” examining state laws
and practices that restrict voting by students and other young people, with recommendations for reform In conjunction with release of the report, we hosted and
livestreamed a forum/panel discussion at George Washington University on youth civic engagement Live video connections allowed groups of students from UC Berkeley,
North Carolina Central University, the University of Michigan and Gettysburg College to participate Through social media, we shared the report with more than 500,000
people Common Cause partnered with the Electronic Privacy Information Center (EPIC), and Verified Voting to publish "The Secret Ballot at Risk,” a study examining the
threat to secret ballots posed by the growing use of online voting Common Cause partnered with the Center for Responsive Politics on a report, "Individual and PAC Giving
to Women Candidates," examining PAC and donor giving to male and female candidates The study found that women are more likely to win open seat races than those in
which a woman 1s challenging an incumbent In addition, Republican women are likely to face additional barriers In conjunction with the Center for Secure and Modern
Elections and the Brennan Center, Common Cause hosted a lively convening in Boston to help advance automatic voter registration in the northeastern U S Prior to the
2016 election Common Cause released "Voter Choice," a report showing how gerrymandering has reduced voter choices on Election Day We identified the number of major
party candidates who filed to run in every congressional and state legislative district in the country We used this information to determine the extent to which voters have
choices at the polls in both primary and general elections Our research shows that voters are more likely to have no choices in major party primary elections and only one
major party choice in general elections In states in which legislators drew their own districts and congressional boundaries compared to states with citizen redistricting
commissions Common Cause, the Campaign Legal Center, and the Duke University School of Public Policy co-hosted a national conference, "Redistricting Reform Mapping
Our Future " The gathering of 200 featured some of the top academics, activists, and litigators leading efforts to end gerrymandering across the country, who led discussions
related to coalition-building, litigation strategies, local reform, and messaging The conference agenda also included presentations by the winners of the most recent
Gerrymander Standard Writing Competition Common Cause announced winners of our second Gerrymander Standard Writing Competition The annual juried contest invites
academics, law students and others to devise judicial standards for measuring the harmful effects of partisan gerrymandering on American democracy Competition winners
presented their papers at the Duke conference in March, their essays were published in Election Law Journal in December In North Carolina, Common Cause filed Common
Cause v Rucho in US District Court This potentially-groundbreaking litigation challenges partisan gerrymandering and provides a unique opportunity to win a historic
victory for fair representation while shining the brightest possible spotlight on the need for reform After the state General Assembly’s 2011 congressional map was struck
down last year as an Illegal racial gerrymander, legislators stated explicitly that partisan advantage would be the goal of their redraw Common Cause Is challenging the new
map, which resulted in the 10-3 Republican advantage legislators sought, as an unconstitutional partisan gerrymander The trial 1s scheduled to begin Oct 16 SEE
CONTINUATION AT LINE 4D




Form 990, Part II1I, Line 4c:
Ethics, Transparency and Accountability in Government Common Cause partnered with the Center for Media and Democracy to file a supplemental IRS complaint against the
American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) The filing was the third in a series challenging ALEC's tax status as a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization, the filings include
thousands of pages of ALEC documents outlining the group's lobbying activities Common Cause also continues to lead a diverse coalition calling on companies to sever their
ties with ALEC, more than 100 major firms have withdrawn from ALEC in response to our efforts Common Cause Indiana took part in a variety of events in conjunction with
ALEC's August 2016 meeting in Indianapolis, including speaking at two forums spotlighting ALEC's attempts to undermine public education in the Hoosier State Prior to
Inauguration Day, Common Cause organized petition deliveries to Trump Hotels in New York, Washington DC, Philadelphia, Las Vegas, and Chicago, demanding that
President Trump reveal business holdings that could contribute to conflicts of interest with his duties as president More than 100,000 Common Cause members and
supporters sent emails, made phone calls and/or signed petitions opposing the nomination of Jeff Sessions for attorney general Sessions was confirmed, but after evidence
emerged that he had lied during his confirmation hearing, we gathered over 25,000 signatures overnight on petitions demanding that he resign his position Hours after the
petitions were delivered, AG Sessions recused himself from involvement in the Justice Department investigation of Russian involvement in the 2016 election and possible
Russian collusion with the Trump campaign Common Cause filed a complaint with the Office of Government Ethics seeking an investigation and disciplinary action against
White House adviser Kellyanne Conway after she used a national television appearance to promote sales of fashions sold by Ivanka Trump, the president's daughter Under
pressure from Common Cause Connecticut, state Insurance Commissioner Katherine Wade recused herself from any involvement in reviewing a proposed merger of health
insurers Anthem and Cigna Wade 1s a former Cigna lobbyist and the firm also employed her husband




Form 990, Part III - 4 Program Service Accomplishments (See the Instructions)

(Code ) (Expenses $ 315,518 Including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

Media and Democracy Having been among the leaders of the fight for strong net neutrality protections, Common Cause began work early in 2017
to alert members and the public about the challenges posed by President Trump's elevation of Ajit Pal to the FCC chairmanship, including the new
chair's opposition to an open internet We have used our CauseNet email platform, Facebook and Twitter accounts, and Democracy Wire blog to
educate and engage members and supporters on possible efforts to repeal net neutrality protections We have been quoted repeatedly in major
national outlets including the New York Times and Washington Post on the dangers posed by the new leadership at the FCC Common Cause Is
fighting to eliminate the "UHF discount,” a loophole In federal communications law that broadcasters have exploited to consolidate the market Late
In the Obama administration, the Federal Communications Commission embraced our position, providing a great win for localism and diversity
Unfortunately, the new majority at the FCC has revived the loophole, paving the way for massive broadcast consolidation After the latest FCC
vote, Sinclair and Tribune Broadcasting announced plans to merge Common Cause joined litigation seeking a stay of the FCC's decision, citing the
harm the merger would do to the public interest The stay was denied However, Common Cause I1s determined to defeat this merger and will
challenge it before the FCC We also will present our case against the merger to the Department of Justice

(Code ) (Expenses $ 0 including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

VOTING AND ELECTIONS, CONTINUED At the request of the Campaign Legal Center, Common Cause and the Brennan Center for Justice are
leading an effort to organize amicus briefs in Whitford v Gill, a case now before the U S Supreme Court challenging the constitutionality of
partisan gerrymandering A three-judge federal trial court found that the Wisconsin legislature illegally drew districts to benefit Republican
candidates, Wisconsin's appeal provides the Supreme Court with the first opportunity to prohibit such partisan gerrymandering across the country
Common Cause Is actively recruiting attorneys and clients who can make a compelling case that partisan gerrymandering 1s unconstitutional
Common Cause has been actively involved in Benisek v Lamone, challenging Maryland's gerrymandered congressional districts, since the case was
originally brought by Common Cause member Steve Shapiro as Shapiro v Mack In December 2015, the Supreme Court ruled unanimously that
the case should be tried before a three-judge federal panel, a single judge earlier had ordered the suit dismissed Common Cause has provided
strategic advice to the legal team and written two amicus briefs The plaintiffs scored an important victory when the panel denied Maryland's
motion to dismiss, using strong language supporting the idea that partisan gerrymandering violates First Amendment rights Plaintiffs also scored
an important tactical win when the court ruled that legislative privilege did not protect General Assembly leaders from testifying The case 1s now In
the discovery phase Common Cause produced "Redistricting Reform Mapping Our Future,” a concise guide designed to provide citizens with
information about the redistricting process, how It impacts our democracy, policy reforms that exist in the states, and political strategies for ending
gerrymandering We have distributed the handbook to our state organizations, allied groups, and many individual activists In Ohio, commitment to
democracy reforms and interest in fixing gerrymandering Is at an all-time high Since January, more than 700 activists have signed up to help
Common Cause Ohio get the word out about the need for congressional redistricting reform Two hundred-fifty volunteers participated in regional
leadership training, resulting in the setting up of Democracy Teams in Akron, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton and Toledo Team members
work to put together community meetings and many are part of a social media team promoting reform, as well as drawing on a Speakers Bureau
also using trained volunteers July 17, 2016 marked the 272nd anniversary of the birth of Elbridge Gerry, the "father of gerrymandering " For
several years, Common Cause has used this occasion to spotlight the scourge to which Gerry inadvertently lent his name Several states held
"birthday party"” press events to highlight their efforts These included an event in Ohio, which generated a Cleveland Plain Dealer article discussing
an initiative to reform congressional redistriccing Common Cause Maryland, the first of our state organizations to organize a birthday party event
held another, with Gov Larry Hogan tweeting his support for the coalition's efforts Common Cause North Carolina hosted a screening of the film
"Gerrymandering "




Form 990, Part VII - Compensation of Officers, Directors,Trustees, Key Employees, Highest

Compensated Employees, and Indepgndept,Contfactors
P Tloyees, prndep, (©) (D) (E) (F)

Name and Title Average Position (do not check more Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours per than one box, unless compensation compensation | amount of other
week (list person Is both an officer from the from related compensation
any hours and a director/trustee) organization organizations from the
for related = o=t o= (W-2/1099- (W-2/1099- organization and

organizations | = 2 [ 5 2T 125 2 MISC) MISC) related
below dotted | &z | & |7 |& (=% |3 organizations
line) AN R ER S
A = .fg 9}
S - = I
2| = I 2
%_n‘ = b3 7
= 3
I B
T T
(=N
Robert Reich 100
............................................................................... X X 0 0 0
Chair 100
Martha Tierney 100
............................................................................... X X 0 0 0
Vice Chair 100
Olena Berg Lacy 100
............................................................................... X X 0 0 0
Treasurer/Secretary 100
Ric Bainter 100
............................................................................... X 0 0 0
boARD MEMBER 100
Emmet J Bondurant 100
............................................................................... X 0 0 0
BOARD MEMBER 100
Cornell W Brooks Esq 100
............................................................................... X 0 0 0
boARD MEMBER 100
Dan Conley 100
............................................................................... X 0 0 0
bOARD MEMBER 100
Greg Diskant 100
............................................................................... X 0 0
bOARD MEMBER 100
Archon Fung 100
............................................................................... X 0 0
bOARD MEMBER 100
Olga Kauffman 100
............................................................................... X 0 0
boARD MEMBER 100




Form 990, Part VII - Compensation of Officers, Directors,Trustees, Key Employees, Highest

Compensated Employees, and Indepgndept,Contfactors
P Tloyees, prndep, (©) (D) (E) (F)

Name and Title Average Position (do not check more Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours per than one box, unless compensation compensation | amount of other
week (list person Is both an officer from the from related compensation
any hours and a director/trustee) organization organizations from the
for related = o=t o= (W-2/1099- (W-2/1099- organization and

organizations | = 2 [ 5 2T 125 2 MISC) MISC) related
below dotted | &z | & |7 |& (=% |3 organizations
line) A N R ER RS
5o P = .fg ]
S - = I
2| = I 2
%_n‘ = b3 7
= 3
I B
T T
(=N
Willilam Hubbard 100
............................................................................... X 0 0 0
BOARD MEMBER 100
Marilyn Melkonian 100
............................................................................... X 0 0 0
BOARD MEMBER 100
Lenny Mendonca 100
............................................................................... X 0 0 0
boARD MEMBER 100
Chang K Park 100
............................................................................... X 0 0 0
boARD MEMBER 100
Nancy Ratzan 100
............................................................................... X 0 0 0
boARD MEMBER 100
Susan Rubinstein 100
............................................................................... X 0 0 0
boARD MEMBER 100
Wes Tomer 100
............................................................................... X 0 0 0
boARD MEMBER 100
Tracy Westen 100
............................................................................... X 0 0 0
boARD MEMBER 100
Alan Wiersba 100
............................................................................... X 0 0 0
boARD MEMBER 100
Karen Hobert Flynn 1875
....................................................................................... X X 120,696 120,696 5,870
President/CEO (from 6/16) 18 75




Form 990, Part VII - Compensation of Officers, Directors,Trustees, Key Employees, Highest

Compensated Employees, and Indepgndept,Contfactors
P Tloyees, prndep, (©) (D) (E) (F)

Name and Title Average Position (do not check more Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours per than one box, unless compensation compensation amount of other
week (list person Is both an officer from the from related compensation
any hours and a director/trustee) organization organizations from the
for related = o=t o= (W-2/1099- (W-2/1099- organization and

organizations | = 2 [ 5 2T 125 2 MISC) MISC) related
below dotted | &z | & |7 |& (=% |3 organizations
line) A N R ER RS
55 |2 T Ea
T~ |3 - 3
2| = o =
%n‘ = D '1-:
= 3
I B
T T
(=N
Miles Rapoport 1875
................................................................ X X 168,750 168,750 0
President/CEO (until 6/16) 18 75
Elizabeth Marchant 1700
........................................................................ X 87,183 105,133 3,992
Chief Financial Officer 20 50
Susan Schreiber 3750
........................................................................ X 108,356 0 3,294
Assoc VP, Foundation Relations 000
Marc Caplan 2500
........................................................................ X 71,735 35,868 6,415
Sr Advisor 12 50
Wendy Fields 3750
................................................................ X 113,791 0 0
Sr VP, Strategy & Campaigns 000
Jenny Flanagan 3375
........................................................................ X 104,605 11,623 8,370
VP, State Operations 375
Scott Swenson 28 00
........................................................................ X 109,076 37,008 2,744
VP, Communications 950
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SCHEDULE A Public Charity Status and Public Support

OMB No 1545-0047

(Form 990 or Complete if the organization is a section 501(c)(3) organization or a section 2 0 1 6
990EZ)

Department of the Treasurs P Information about Schedule A (F_orm 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at Open to P_Ub“C
Lutemal Revenue Sepc www.irs.qov/form990. Inspection

4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust.

P Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ.

Name of the organization
COMMON CAUSE EDUCATION FUND

Employer identification number

31-1705370

m Reason for Public Charity Status (All organizations must complete this part.) See Instructions.
The organization Is not a private foundation because it 1s (For lines 1 through 12, check only one box )

1 [ A church, convention of churches, or association of churches described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(i).

2 [J A school described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii). (Attach Schedule E (Form 990 or 990-EZ))

3 [J A hospital or a cooperative hospital service organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii).

4 [ A medical research organization operated in conjunction with a hospital described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii). Enter the hospital's
name, city, and state

5 [J Anorganization operated for the benefit of a college or university owned or operated by a governmental unit described in section 170
(b)(1)(A)(iv). (Complete Part II )

6 [J A federal, state, or local government or governmental unit described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(v).

An organization that normally receives a substantial part of its support from a governmental unit or from the general public described In
section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). (Complete Part II )
[0 A community trust described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) (Complete PartII )
[0 An agricultural research organization described in 170(b)(1)(A)(ix) operated in conjunction with a land-grant college or university or a
non-land grant college of agriculture See instructions Enter the name, city, and state of the college or university
10 [ Anorganizatien that normally receives (1) more than 331/3% of its support from contributions, membership fees, and gross receipts
from activities related to its exempt functions—subject to certain exceptions, and (2) no more than 331/3% of its support from gross
Investment income and unrelated business taxable income (less section 511 tax) from businesses acquired by the organization after June
30, 1975 See section 509(a)(2). (Complete Part III )
11 [0 Anorganization organized and operated exclusively to test for public safety See section 509(a)(4).
12 [J Anorganization organized and operated exclusively for the benefit of, to perform the functions of, or to carry out the purposes of one or
more publicly supported organizations described in section 509(a)(1) or section 509(a)(2). See section 509(a)(3). Check the box
In lines 12a through 12d that describes the type of supporting organization and complete lines 12e, 12f, and 12g

a [0 Type I. A supporting organization cperated, supervised, or controlled by its supported organization(s), typically by giving the supported
organization(s) the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the directors or trustees of the supporting organization You must
complete Part IV, Sections A and B.

b [0 Type IL A supporting organization supervised or controlled in connection with its supported organization(s), by having control or
management of the supporting organization vested in the same persons that control or manage the supported organization(s) You
must complete Part IV, Sections A and C.

c [0 Type III functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with, and functionally integrated with, its
supported organization(s) (see Instructions) You must complete Part IV, Sections A, D, and E.

d [J Type III non-functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with its supported organization(s) that is not
functionally integrated The organization generally must satisfy a distribution requirement and an attentiveness requirement (see
instructions) You must complete Part IV, Sections A and D, and Part V.

e [0 Check this box If the organization received a written determination from the IRS that it 1s a Type I, Type II, Type III functionally
Integrated, or Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organization

f  Enter the number of supported organizations

9  Provide the following information about the supported organization(s)

(i)Name of supported organization (i1)EIN (iii) Type of (iv) (v) (vi)
organization Is the organization listed in Amount of Amount of other
(described on lines your governing document? monetary support support (see
1- 10 above (see (see Instructions) Instructions)
Instructions))
Yes No
Total
For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Cat No 11285F Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016

Form 990 or 990-EZ.



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 Page 2

IEETESE Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Sections 170(b)(1)(A)(iv) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi)
(Complete only If you checked the box on line 5, 7, 8, or 9 of Part I or If the organization failed to qualify under Part
III. If the organization fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part III.)

Section A. Public Support
(or ﬁscaf;fa"rd;;g‘g::ng in) > (a)2012 (b)2013 (c)2014 (d)2015 (e)2016 (f)Total

1 Gifts, grants, contributions, and
membership fees received (Do not 5,508,097 5,432,491 6,983,087 8,462,235 7,157,336 33,543,246
include any "unusual grant ")

2 Tax revenues levied for the
organization's benefit and either paid
to or expended on its behalf

3 The value of services or facilities
furnished by a governmental unit to
the organization without charge

4 Total. Add lines 1 through 3 5,508,097 5,432,491 6,983,087 8,462,235 7,157,336 33,543,246

5 The portion of total contributions by
each person (other than a
governmental unit or publicly
supported organization) included on 3,628,910
line 1 that exceeds 2% of the
amount shown on line 11, column (f)

6 Public support. Subtract line 5

from line 4 29,914,336
Section B. Total Support
(or ﬁscafifa"rd;;g‘gﬁf‘?ng in) B (a)2012 (b)2013 (c)2014 (d)2015 (e)2016 (f)Total
7 Amounts from line 4 5,508,097 5,432,491 6,983,087 8,462,235 7,157,336 33,543,246
8 Gross Income from interest,
dividends, payments received on 3,055 35,356 23,361 1,646 11,851 75,269

securities loans, rents, royalties and
Income from similar sources
9 Net income from unrelated business

activities, whether or not the
business i1s regularly carried on

10 Other iIncome Do not Include gain
or loss from the sale of capital 977 977
assets (Explain in Part VI )

11 Total support. Add lines 7 through

10 33,619,492
12 Gross receipts from related activities, etc (see Instructions) | 12 | 711,534
13 First five years. If the Form 990 is for the organization's first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3) organization,
checkthlsboxandstophere........................................PD
Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage
14 Public support percentage for 2016 (line 6, column (f) divided by line 11, column (f)) 14 88 980 %
15 Public support percentage for 2015 Schedule A, Part II, line 14 15 89 930 %

16a 33 1/3% support test—20186. If the organization did not check the box on line 13, and line 14 is 33 1/3% or more, check this box

and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization | 4
b 33 1/3% support test—2015. If the organization did not check a box on line 13 or 16a, and line 15 i1s 33 1/3% or more, check this

box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization » [
17a 10%-facts-and-circumstances test—2016. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, or 16b, and line 14
1s 10% or more, and If the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances” test, check this box and stop here. Explain
In Part VI how the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test The organization qualifies as a publicly supported

organization » [
b 10%-facts-and-circumstances test—2015. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, or 17a, and line

15 1s 10% or more, and If the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances” test, check this box and stop here.
Explain in Part VI how the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances” test The organization qualifies as a publicly

supported organization | 4 D
18 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, 17a, or 17b, check this box and see
instructions » [

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016

.m Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Section 509(a)(2)
(Complete only If you checked the box on line 10 of Part I or If the organization failed to qualify under Part II. If

Page 3

the organization fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part II.)

Section A. Public Support

Calendar year
(or fiscal year beginning in) P
Gifts, grants, contributions, and
membership fees received (Do not
include any "unusual grants ")
Gross receipts from admissions,
merchandise sold or services
performed, or facilities furnished in
any activity that is related to the
organization's tax-exempt purpose

Gross receipts from activities that are
not an unrelated trade or business
under section 513

Tax revenues levied for the
organization's benefit and either paid
to or expended on its behalf

The value of services or facilities
furnished by a governmental unit to
the organization without charge
Total. Add lines 1 through 5

7a Amounts included on lines 1, 2, and

3 received from disqualified persons

b Amounts included on lines 2 and 3

recelved from other than disqualified
persons that exceed the greater of
$5,000 or 1% of the amount on line
13 for the year

c Add lines 7a and 7b

Public support. (Subtract line 7c
from line 6 )

(a)2012

(b)2013

(c)2014

(d)2015

(e)2016

(f)Total

Section B. Total Support

Calendar year
(or fiscal year beginning in) P

9 Amounts from line 6
10a Gross income from Interest,

dividends, payments received on
securities loans, rents, royalties and
income from similar sources

b Unrelated business taxable income

(less section 511 taxes) from
businesses acquired after June 30,
1975

¢ Add lines 10a and 10b
11 Net income from unrelated business

activities not included in line 10b,
whether or not the business Is
regularly carried on

12 Other income Do not include gain or

loss from the sale of capital assets
(Explain in Part VI )

13 Total support. (Add lines 9, 10c,

14

11, and 12)

(a)2012

(b)2013

(c)2014

(d)2015

(e)2016

(f)Total

First five years. If the Form 990 Is for the organization's first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3) organization,

check this box and stop here

» [

Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage

15 Public support percentage for 2016 (line 8, column (f) divided by line 13, column (f)) 15

16 Public support percentage from 2015 Schedule A, Part III, ne 15 16
Section D. Computation of Investment Income Percentage

17 Investment income percentage for 2016 (line 10c, column (f) divided by line 13, column (f)) 17

18 Investment income percentage from 2015 Schedule A, Part 111, line 17 18

193 331/3% support tests—2016. If the organization did not check the box on line 14, and line 15 s more than 33 1/3%, and line 17 1s not

20

more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization

» [

b 33 1/3% support tests—2015. If the organization did not check a box on line 14 or line 19a, and line 16 i1s more than 33 1/3% and line 18 1s

not more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization

Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 14, 19a, or 19b, check this box and see instructions

» ]
» [

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
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m Supporting Organizations

(Complete only If you checked a box on line 12 of Part I If you checked 12a of Part I, complete Sections A and B If you checked 12b of
Part I, complete Sections A and C If you checked 12c of Part I, complete Sections A, D, and E If you checked 12d of Part I, complete

Page 4

Sections A and D, and complete Part V )

Section A. All Supporting Organizations

3a

4a

5a

9a

10a

Are all of the organization’s supported organizations listed by name in the organization’s governing documents?
If "No," describe in Part VI how the supported organizations are designated If designated by class or purpose,
describe the designation If historic and continuing relationship, explain

Did the organization have any supported organization that does not have an IRS determination of status under section 509
(@)(1) or (2)? If "Yes," explain in Part VI how the organization determined that the supported organization was described
in section 509(a)(1) or (2)

Did the organization have a supported organization described in section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6)? If "Yes," answer (b) and (c)
below

Did the organization confirm that each supported organization qualified under section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) and satisfied
the public support tests under section 509(a)(2)? If "Yes, " describe in Part VI when and how the organization made the
determination

Did the organization ensure that all support to such organizations was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B) purposes?
If "Yes," explain in Part VI what controls the organization put in place to ensure such use

Was any supported organization not organized in the United States ("foreign supported organization™)? If "Yes” and if you
checked 12a or 12b in Part I, answer (b) and (c) below

Did the organization have ultimate control and discretion in deciding whether to make grants to the foreign supported
organization? If "Yes,” describe in Part VI how the organization had such control and discretion despite being controlled or
supervised by or in connection with its supported organizations

Did the organization support any foreign supported organization that does not have an IRS determination under sections
501(c)(3) and 509(a)(1) or (2)? If "Yes,” explain in Part VI what controls the organization used to ensure that all support

Yes

3a

3b

3c

4b

to the foreign supported organization was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B) purposes

4c

Did the organization add, substitute, or remove any supported organizations during the tax year? If "Yes,” answer (b) and
(c) below (if applicable) Also, provide detail in Part VI, including (1) the names and EIN numbers of the supported
organizations added, substituted, or removed, (1) the reasons for each such action, (u1) the authority under the

organization’s organizing document authorizing such action, and (iv) how the action was accomplished (such as by

5a

amendment to the organizing document)
Type I or Type II only. Was any added or substituted supported organization part of a class already desighated in the

organization's organizing document?

5b

Substitutions only. Was the substitution the result of an event beyond the organization's control?

5c

Did the organization provide support (whether in the form of grants or the provision of services or facilities) to anyone other
than (1) its supported organizations, (1) individuals that are part of the charitable class benefited by one or more of its
supported organizations, or (i) other supporting organizations that also support or benefit one or more of the filing

organization’s supported organizations? If “Yes, ” provide detail in Part VI,

Did the organization provide a grant, loan, compensation, or other similar payment to a substantial contributor (defined in
section 4958(c)(3)(C)), a family member of a substantial contributor, or a 35% controlled entity with regard to a

substantial contributor? If "Yes,” complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ)

Did the organization make a loan to a disqualified person (as defined in section 4958) not described in line 7? If "Yes,”

complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ)

Was the organization controlled directly or indirectly at any time during the tax year by one or more disqualified persons as
defined in section 4946 (other than foundation managers and organizations described in section 509(a)(1) or (2))? If "Yes,”

provide detail in Part VI.

Did one or more disqualified persons (as defined in line 9a) hold a controlling interest in any entity in which the supporting

organization had an interest? If "Yes, ” provide detail in Part VI.

9b

Did a disqualified person (as defined in line 9a) have an ownership interest in, or derive any personal benefit from, assets In

which the supporting organization also had an interest? If "Yes, ” provide detail in Part VI.

9c

Was the organization subject to the excess business holdings rules of section 4943 because of section 4943(f) (regarding
certain Type II supporting organizations, and all Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organizations)? If "Yes,”

answer line 10b below

10a

Did the organization have any excess business holdings In the tax year? (Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to determine whether

the organization had excess business holdings)

10b

Schedule A {Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
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m Supporting Organizations (continued)

Page 5

11

Has the organization accepted a gift or contribution from any of the following persons?

A person who directly or indirectly controls, either alone or together with persons described in (b) and (c) below, the
governing body of a supported organization?

A family member of a person described in (a) above?

A 35% controlled entity of a person described in (a) or (b) above? If "Yes” to a, b, or ¢, provide detail in Part VI

Yes

11a

11b

11c

Section B. Type I Supporting Organizations

Did the directors, trustees, or membership of one or more supported organizations have the power to regularly appoint or
elect at least a majority of the organization’s directors or trustees at all times during the tax year? If "No, ” describe in Part
VI how the supported organization(s) effectively operated, supervised, or controlled the organization’s activities If the
organization had more than one supported organization, describe how the powers to appoint and/or remove directors or
trustees were allocated among the supported organizations and what conditions or restrictions, If any, applied to such
powers during the tax year

Did the organization operate for the benefit of any supported organization other than the supported organization(s) that
operated, supervised, or controlled the supporting organization? If "Yes, ” explain in Part VI how providing such benefit
carried out the purposes of the supported organization(s) that operated, supervised or controlled the supporting
organization

Yes

Section C. Type II Supporting Organizations

Were a majority of the organization’s directors or trustees during the tax year also a majority of the directors or trustees of
each of the organization’s supported organization(s)? If "No,” describe in Part VI how control or management of the
supporting organization was vested in the same persons that controlled or managed the supported organization(s)

Yes

Section D. All Type III Supporting Organizations

Did the organization provide to each of its supported organizations, by the last day of the fifth month of the organization’s
tax year, (1) a written notice describing the type and amount of support provided during the prior tax year, (1) a copy of the
Form 990 that was most recently filed as of the date of notification, and (111) copies of the organization’s governing
documents In effect on the date of notification, to the extent not previously provided?

Were any of the organization’s officers, directors, or trustees either (1) appointed or elected by the supported organization
(s) or (u1) serving on the governing body of a supported organization? If "No," explain in Part VI how the organization
maintained a close and continuous working relationship with the supported organization(s)

By reason of the relationship described in (2), did the organization’s supported organizations have a significant voice in the
organization’s investment policies and in directing the use of the organization’s income or assets at all times during the tax
year? If "Yes," describe in Part VI the role the organization’s supported organizations played in this regard

Yes

S

ection E. Type III Functionally-Integrated Supporting Organizations

1

Check the box next to the method that the organization used to satisfy the Integral Part Test during the year (see instructions)

a [] The organization satisfied the Activities Test Complete line 2 below

b [[J The organization is the parent of each of its supported organizations Complete line 3 below

€ [] The organization supported a governmental entity Describe in Part VI how you supported a government entity (see instructions)

Activities Test Answer (a) and (b) below.

a Did substantially all of the organization’s activities during the tax year directly further the exempt purposes of the
supported organization(s) to which the organization was responsive? If "Yes, " then in Part VI identify those supported
organizations and explain how these activities directly furthered their exempt purposes, how the organization was
responsive to those supported organizations, and how the organization determined that these activities constituted
substantially all of its activities

b Did the activities described in (a) constitute activities that, but for the organization’s involvement, one or more of the
organization’s supported organization(s) would have been engaged in? If “Yes," explain in Part VI the reasons for the
organization’s position that its supported organization(s) would have engaged in these activities but for the organization’s
involvement

Parent of Supported Organizations Answer (a) and (b) below.

a Did the organization have the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the officers, directors, or trustees of each of
the supported organizations? Provide details in Part VI.

b Did the organization exercise a substantial degree of direction over the policies, programs and activities of each of its
supported organizations? If "Yes,"” describe in Part VI. the role played by the organization in this regard

Yes

2a

2b

3a

3b

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
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lm Type III Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations
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1

Check here If the organization satisfied the Integral Part Test as a qualifying trust on Nov 20, 1970 See instructions. All other
Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organizations must complete Sections A through E

O v h W N R

~N

Section A - Adjusted Net Income

Net short-term capital gain
Recoveries of prior-year distributions
Other gross iIncome (see Instructions)
Add lines 1 through 3

Depreciation and depletion

Portion of operating expenses paid or incurred for production or collection of gross
Income or for management, conservation, or maintenance of property held for
production of income (see Instructions)

Other expenses (see Instructions)

Adjusted Net Income (subtract lines 5, 6 and 7 from line 4)

(A) Prior Year

(B) Current Year
(optional)

oln|lh|WIN|-

~N

"D o n o

B

O N O

Section B - Minimum Asset Amount

Aggregate fair market value of all non-exempt-use assets (see instructions for short
tax year or assets held for part of year)

Average monthly value of securities

Average monthly cash balances

Fair market value of other non-exempt-use assets
Total (add lines 1a, 1b, and 1c)

Discount claimed for blockage or other factors
(explain in detail in Part VI)

Acquisition indebtedness applicable to non-exempt use assets
Subtract line 2 from line 1d

Cash deemed held for exempt use Enter 1-1/2% of line 3 (for greater amount, see
Instructions)

Net value of non-exempt-use assets (subtract line 4 from line 3)
Multiply line 5 by 035
Recoveries of prior-year distributions

Minimum Asset Amount (add line 7 to line 6)

(A) Prior Year

(B) Current Year
(optional)

1a

ib

1c

id

N

W

O(N|o|n]| b

O v b W N

~N

Section C - Distributable Amount

Adjusted net income for prior year (from Section A, line 8, Column A)
Enter 85% of line 1

Minimum asset amount for prior year (from Section B, line 8, Column A)
Enter greater of line 2 or line 3

Income tax imposed In prior year

Distributable Amount. Subtract line 5 from line 4, unless subject to emergency
temporary reduction (see Instructions)

Current Year

AU |h|W|IN|=

[[] Check here if the current year Is the organization's first as a non-functionally-integrated Type III supporting organization (see

Instructions)

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-FZ) 2016
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S

ection D - Distributions

Current Year

1 Amounts paid to supported organizations to accomplish exempt purposes

2 Amounts paid to perform activity that directly furthers exempt purposes of supported organizations, in

excess of Income from activity

Administrative expenses paid to accomplish exempt purposes of supported organizations

Amounts paid to acquire exempt-use assets

Qualified set-aside amounts (prior IRS approval required)

Other distributions (describe in Part VI) See instructions

Total annual distributions. Add lines 1 through 6

3
4
5
6
7
8

detalls Iin Part VI) See instructions

Distributions to attentive supported organizations to which the organization is responsive (provide

9 Distributable amount for 2016 from Section C, line 6

1

0 Line 8 amount divided by Line 9 amount

Section E - Distribution Allocations (see
instructions)

(i)

Excess Distributions

(ii) (iii)
Underdistributions Distributable
Pre-2016 Amount for 2016

1 Distributable amount for 2016 from Section C, line

6

2 Underdistributions, If any, for years prior to 2016

(reasonable cause required--see Instructions)

3 Excess distributions carryover, If any, to 2016

b

c From 2013.

d From 2014,

e From 2015.

f Total of lines 3a through e

g Applied to underdistributions of prior years

h Applied to 2016 distributable amount

i Carryover from 2011 not applied (see
instructions)

j Remainder Subtract ines 3g, 3h, and 3i from 3f

4

Distributions for 2016 from Section D, line 7
$

a Applied to underdistributions of prior years

b Applied to 2016 distributable amount

¢ Remainder Subtract lines 4a and 4b from 4

5

Remaining underdistributions for years prior to
2016, If any Subtract lines 3g and 4a from line 2
(if amount greater than zero, see Instructions)

Remaining underdistributions for 2016 Subtract
lines 3h and 4b from line 1 (if amount greater than
zero, see Instructions)

7 Excess distributions carryover to 2017. Add lines

33 and 4c

8 Breakdown of line 7

b Excess from 2013.

c Excess from 2014,

d Excess from 2015.

e Excess from 2016.

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2016)
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Im Supplemental Information.
Provide the explanations required by Part II, ine 10; Part II, ine 17a or 17b; Part I1I, ine 12; Part IV, Section A,
lines 1, 2, 3b, 3¢, 4b, 4¢, 5a, 6, 9a, 9b, 9¢, 11a, 11b, and 11c; Part IV, Section B, lines 1 and 2; Part IV, Section C,
line 1; Part IV, Section D, lines 2 and 3; Part IV, Section E, lines 1¢, 2a, 2b, 3a and 3b; Part V, line 1; Part V,
Section B, line 1e; Part V Section D, lines 5, 6, and 8; and Part V, Section E, lines 2, 5, and 6. Also complete this
part for any additional information. (See instructions).
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Facts And Circumstances Test

990 Schedule A, Supplemental Information

Return Reference Explanation

Schedule A, Part II, Line 10, MISCELLANEOUS
Explanation of Other Income
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SCHEDULE C Political Campaign and Lobbying Activities OMB No 1545-0047
(Form 990 or 990-

For Organizations Exempt From Income Tax Under section 501(c) and section 527 2 0 1 6

EZ) »Complete if the organization is described below. PAttach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ.
) »Information about Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at Open to Public
Department of the Treasun www.irs.qov/form990. Inspection

Internal Revenue Service

If the organization answered "Yes"” on Form 990, Part IV, Line 3, or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 46 (Political Campaign Activities), then
e Section 501(c)(3) organizations Complete Parts I-A and B Do not complete Part |-C
@ Section 501(c) (other than section 501(c)(3)) organizations Complete Parts I-A and C below Do not complete Part |-B
@ Section 527 organizations Complete Part I-A only
If the organization answered “Yes"” on Form 990, Part IV, Line 4, or Form 990-EZ, Part VI, line 47 (Lobbying Activities), then
e Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)) Complete Part lI-A Do not complete Part II-B
@ Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have NOT filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)) Complete Part [I-B Do not complete Part lI-A
If the organization answered "Yes"” on Form 990, Part IV, Line 5§ (Proxy Tax) (see separate instructions) or Form 980-EZ, Part V, line 35¢
(Proxy Tax) (see separate Instructions), then
e Section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) organizations Complete Part Il
Name of the organization Employer identification number
COMMON CAUSE EDUCATION FUND

31-1705370
m Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c) or is a section 527 organization.

1 Provide a description of the organization’s direct and indirect political campaign activities in Part IV
2 Political expenditures » $

3 Volunteer hours
148 0:] Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3).

1 Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by the organization under section 4955 » $
2 Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by organization managers under section 4955 » $
3 If the organization incurred a section 4955 tax, did it file Form 4720 for this year? O ves O No
4a Was a correction made? O ves O No

b If "Yes," describe in Part IV
IEERd Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c), except section 501(c)(3).

1 Enter the amount directly expended by the filing organization for section 527 exempt function activities » $

Enter the amount of the filing organization's funds contributed to other organizations for section 527 exempt
function activities

3 Total exempt function expenditures Add lines 1 and 2 Enter here and on Form 1120-POL, line 17b » $

4 Did the filing organization fileForm 1120-POL for this year? O ves O No

5 Enter the names, addresses and employer identification number (EIN) of all section 527 political organizations to which the filing
organization made payments For each organization listed, enter the amount paid from the filing organization’s funds Also enter the amount
of political contributions received that were promptly and directly delivered to a separate political organization, such as a separate segregated
fund or a political action committee (PAC) If additional space Is needed, provide information in Part IV

(a) Name (b) Address (c) EIN (d) Amount paid from (e) Amount of political
filing organization's contributions received
funds If none, enter and promptly and

-0- directly delivered to a

separate political
organization If none,
enter -0-

6

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Cat No 50084S Schedule € (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016



Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016

m Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c¢)(3) and filed Form 5768 (election under
section 501(h)).

Page 2

A Check » [ ifthe filing organization belongs to an affiliated group (and list in Part IV each affiliated group member's name, address, EIN,
expenses, and share of excess lobbying expenditures)

B Check » [ ifthe filing organization checked box A and "limited control" provisions apply

(a) Filing (b) Affiliated
Limits on Lobbying Expenditures organization's group totals
(The term "expenditures” means amounts paid or incurred.) totals
1a Total lobbying expenditures to influence public opinion (grass roots lobbying)
b Total lobbying expenditures to influence a legislative body (direct lobbying)
c Total lobbying expenditures (add lines 1a and 1b)
d Other exempt purpose expenditures 6,762,886
e Total exempt purpose expenditures (add lines 1c and 1d) 6,762,886
f Lobbying nontaxable amount Enter the amount from the following table in both 488 144
columns !
If the amount on line 1e, column (a) or (b) is: [The lobbying nontaxable amount is:
Not over $500,000 20% of the amount on line 1e
Over $500,000 but not over $1,000,000 $100,000 plus 15% of the excess over $500,000
Over $1,000,000 but not over $1,500,000 $175,000 plus 10% of the excess over $1,000,000
Over $1,500,000 but not over $17,000,000 $225,000 plus 5% of the excess over $1,500,000
Over $17,000,000 $1,000,000
g Grassroots nontaxable amount (enter 25% of line 1f) 122,036
h Subtract line 1g from line 1a If zero or less, enter -0- 0
i Subtract line 1f from line 1¢ If zero or less, enter -0- 0
J If there 1s an amount other than zero on either line 1h or line 11, did the organization file Form 4720 reporting m 0
section 4911 tax for this year? Yes No
4-Year Averaging Period Under section 501(h)
(Some organizations that made a section 501(h) election do not have to complete all of the five
columns below. See the separate instructions for lines 2a through 2f.)
Lobbying Expenditures During 4-Year Averaging Period
Calendar year (or fiscal year (a) 2013 (b) 2014 (c) 2015 (d) 2016 (e) Total
beginning in)
2a Lobbying nontaxable amount 424,469 511,483 514,087 488,144 1,938,183
b Lobbying celling amount
(150% of line 2a, column(e)) 2,907,275
c Total lobbying expenditures 40,350 40,350
d Grassroots nontaxable amount 106,117 127,871 128,522 122,036 484,546
e Grassroots celling amount
(150% of line 2d, column (e)) 726,819
f Grassroots lobbying expenditures

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
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E1a e cl:l Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3) and has NOT filed
Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)).

(a) (b)

For each "Yes" response on lines 1a through 11 below, provide in Part IV a detailed description of the lobbying

activity Yes No Amount

1 During the year, did the filing organization attempt to influence foreign, national, state or local legislation,
including any attempt to influence public opinion on a legislative matter or referendum, through the use of

Volunteers?

Paid staff or management (include compensation in expenses reported on lines 1c through 1i)?

Media advertisements?

Mailings to members, legislators, or the public?

Publications, or published or broadcast statements?

Grants to other organizations for lobbying purposes?

Direct contact with legislators, their staffs, government officials, or a legislative body?

QO ™o Qo T o

Rallies, demonstrations, seminars, conventions, speeches, lectures, or any similar means?

Other activities?

j Total Add lines 1c through 1i
2a Did the activities In line 1 cause the organization to be not described in section 501(c)(3)?

b If "Yes," enter the amount of any tax incurred under section 4912
c If "Yes," enter the amount of any tax incurred by organization managers under section 4912

d If the filing organization incurred a section 4912 tax, did it file Form 4720 for this year?

m Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or section 501(c)

(6).
Yes | No
1 Were substantially all (90% or more) dues received nondeductible by members? 1
2 Did the organization make only in-house lobbying expenditures of $2,000 or less? 2
3 Did the organization agree to carry over lobbying and political expenditures from the prior year? 3

Ll Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or section 501(c)(6)
and if either (a) BOTH Part III-A, lines 1 and 2, are answered "No" OR (b) Part III-A, line 3, is
answered “Yes."

1 Dues, assessments and similar amounts from members 1
2 Section 162(e) nondeductible lobbying and political expenditures (do not include amounts of political
expenses for which the section 527(f) tax was paid).
a Current year 2a
b Carryover from last year 2b
Total 2c
3 Aggregate amount reported In section 6033(e)(1)(A) notices of nondeductible section 162(e) dues 3
4 If notices were sent and the amount on line 2c exceeds the amount on line 3, what portion of the excess does
the organization agree to carryover to the reasonable estimate of nondeductible lobbying and political
expenditure next year? a4
5  Taxable amount of lobbying and political expenditures (see Instructions) 5

m Supplemental Information

Provide the descriptions required for Part I-A, line 1, Part |-B, line 4, Part |-C, line 5, Part II-A (affiliated group list), Part II-A, lines 1 and 2 (see
instructions), and Part II-B, line 1 Also, complete this part for any additional information

| Return Reference Explanation

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990EZ) 2016
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. . OMB No 1545-0047
(SFfrﬂEgg:"-E D Supplemental Financial Statements
» Complete if the organization answered "Yes,"” on Form 990, 2 0 1 6

Part 1V, line 6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11a, 11b, 11c, 11d, 11e, 11f, 12a, or 12b.

Department of the Treasurs » Attach to Form 990. Open to Public
Internal Revenue Service | Information about Schedule D (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection

Name of the organization Employer identification number
COMMON CAUSE EDUCATION FUND

31-1705370

.m Organizations Maintaining Donor Advised Funds or Other Similar Funds or Accounts.
Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 6.

(a) Donor advised funds (b)Funds and other accounts
1 Total number at end of year
2 Aggregate value of contributions to (during
year)
3 Aggregate value of grants from (during year)
Aggregate value at end of year

Did the organization inform all donors and donor advisors in writing that the assets held in donor advised
funds are the organization's property, subject to the organization's exclusive legal control? O Yes O Ne

6 Did the organization inform all grantees, donors, and donor advisors in writing that grant funds can be
used only for charitable purposes and not for the benefit of the donor or donor advisor, or for any other purpose
conferring impermissible private benefit? O ves O No

m Conservation Easements. Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part 1V, line 7.

1 Purpose(s) of conservation easements held by the organization (check all that apply)

] Ppreservation of land for public use (e g, recreation or education) 1  Preservation of an historically important land area
] Protection of natural habitat ] Preservation of a certified historic structure
] Preservation of open space

2 Complete lines 2a through 2d If the organization held a qualified conservation contribution in the form of a conservation

easement on the last day of the tax year Held at the End of the Year
a Total number of conservation easements 2a
b Total acreage restricted by conservation easements 2b
¢ Number of conservation easements on a certified historic structure included in (a) 2c
d Number of conservation easements included in (c) acquired after 8/17/06, and not on a historic 2d

structure listed in the National Register

3 Number of conservation easements modified, transferred, released, extinguished, or terminated by the organization during the
tax year »

Number of states where property subject to conservation easement Is located »

Does the organization have a written policy regarding the periodic monitoring, inspection, handling of violations,
and enforcement of the conservation easements it holds? O Yes O Ne

6 Staff and volunteer hours devoted to monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year
»

7 Amount of expenses incurred In monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year
L g

8 Does each conservation easement reported on line 2(d) above satisfy the requirements of section 170(h)(4)(B)(1)
and section 170(h){4)}(B)(1)? O ves O No

9 In Part XIII, describe how the organization reports conservation easements In its revenue and expense statement, and
balance sheet, and include, If applicable, the text of the footnote to the organization’s financial statements that describes
the organization’s accounting for conservation easements

Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets.
Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 8.
1a If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), not to report In its revenue statement and balance sheet works of

art, historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service,
provide, in Part XIII, the text of the footnote to its financial statements that describes these items

b If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), to report In its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art,
historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide the
following amounts relating to these items

(i) Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 >3

(ii)Assets included in Form 990, Part X >3

2 If the organization received or held works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets for financial gain, provide the
following amounts required to be reported under SFAS 116 (ASC 958) relating to these items

a Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 >3

b Assets included in Form 990, Part X » s
For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Cat No 52283D Schedule D (Form 990) 2016




Schedule D (Form 990) 2016 Page 2
m Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets (continued)

3 Using the organization’s acquisition, accession, and other records, check any of the following that are a significant use of its collection
items (check all that apply)

a [ Ppublic exhibition d O Loanor exchange programs

e
O scholarly research L1 other

c
|:| Preservation for future generations

4 Provide a description of the organization’s collections and explain how they further the organization’s exempt purpose in

Part XIII
5 During the year, did the organization solicit or receive donations of art, historical treasures or other similar
assets to be sold to raise funds rather than to be maintained as part of the organization’s collection? O ves O No

IEETE Escrow and Custodial Arrangements.
Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 9, or reported an amount on Form 990, Part

X, hne 21.
1a Is the organization an agent, trustee, custodian or other intermediary for contributions or other assets not
included on Form 990, Part X? |:| Yes |:| No

b If "Yes," explain the arrangement in Part XIII and complete the following table Amount

C  Beginning balance lc

d  Additions during the year id

€ Distributions during the year le

f  Ending balance 1f
2a Did the organization include an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account hability? O ves O No

b "Yes," explain the arrangement in Part XIII Check here If the explanation has been provided inPart XIII . . . . . . . . D
m Endowment Funds. Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 10.

{a)Current year {b)Prior year {c)Two years back | (d)Three years back | (e)Four years back

1a Beginning of year balance

b Contributions

Net investment earnings, gains, and losses

c
d Grants or scholarships
e

Other expenditures for facilities
and programs

-

Administrative expenses

g End of year balance

2 Provide the estimated percentage of the current year end balance (line 1g, column (a)) held as
Board designated or quasi-endowment »
b Permanent endowment »
¢ Temporarily restricted endowment »

The percentages on lines 2a, 2b, and 2c should equal 100%
3a Are there endowment funds not in the possession of the organization that are held and administered for the

organization by Yes | No
(i) unrelated organizations . . . . . . 4 4 4w a4 aw e 3a(i)
(ii) related organizations . . . . . . . & 4 4w w e e 3a(ii)

b If "Yes" on 3a(ll), are the related organizations listed as required on ScheduleR? . . . . . . . . . 3b

4 Describe in Part XIII the intended uses of the organization's endowment funds
m Land, Buildings, and Equipment.
Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 11a. See Form 990, Part X, line 10.

Description of property (a) Cost or other basis (b)Cost or other basis (other) (c)Accumulated depreciation (d)Book value
(investment)

1la Land
b Buildings

c Leasehold improvements

d Equipment

e Other .
Total. Add lines 1a through 1e (Column (d) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B), line 10(c) ) . . » 0
Schedule D (Form 990) 2016
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m Investments—Other Securities. Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 11b.

See Form 990, Part X, ine 12.

(a) Description of security or category
(including name of security)

(b)Book
value

(c)Method of valuation
Cost or end-of-year market value

(1)Financial derivatives
(2)Closely-held equity interests
(3)COther

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col (B) line 12)

»

W Investments—Program Related. Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 11c.

See Form 990, Part X, line 13.

(@) Description of investment

(b) Book value

(c) Method of valuation
Cost or end-of-year market value

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col (B) line 13 )

»

m Other Assets. Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part 1V, line 11d See Form 990, Part X, line 15

(a) Description

(b) Book value

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col (B) line 15)

»

Other Liabilities. Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 11e or 11f.

See Form 990, Part X, line 25.

1. (a) Description of liability

(b) Book value

(1) Federal income taxes

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col (B) line 25 )

d

2. Liability for uncertain tax positions In Part XIII, provide the text of the footnote to the organization's financial statements that reports the
organization's hability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740) Check here If the text of the footnote has been provided in Part XIII O

Schedule D (Form 990) 2016
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m Reconciliation of Revenue per Audited Financial Statements With Revenue per Return
Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a.
1 Total revenue, gains, and other support per audited financial statements . . . . . . . 1 7,500,727
Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12
a Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments . . . . 2a 198,226
b Donated services and use of facilittes . . . . . . . . . 2b
c Recoveries of prioryeargrants . . . . . .« .« o« . . . 2c
d Other (DescribeinPart XIII) . . . + + + &« + v & & 2d
e Addlines2athrough2d . . . . .+ . + « « + 4« 4w a e a e 2e 198,226
3 Subtract line 2e fromlinel . . .+ .+ . . &+« o 4w a4 e waa 3 7,302,501
Amounts included on Form 990, Part VIII, ine 12, but not on line 1
a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 7b . da
Other (Describe inPart XIII) . . . + + + &« & + & 4b
¢ Addlnesd4aandd4b . . . . . . . . 0 0 w0 a e e 4c 0
5 Total revenue Add lines 3 and 4c. (This must equal Form 990, PartI, lne12) . . . . . . 5 7,302,501
m Reconciliation of Expenses per Audited Financial Statements With Expenses per Return.
Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a.
1 Total expenses and losses per audited financial statements . . . . . . . . . . . 1 6,762,886
Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part IX, line 25
a Donated services and use of facilities . . . . . . . . . 2a
b Prior year adjustments . . . . . . . . . . . . 2b
¢ Otherlosses . . . .+ +« + + + v 4. a4 a 2c
d Other (DescribeinPart XIII) . . . + + + &« + v & & 2d
e Addlines2athrough2d . . . . .+ .+ .+ « « 4« v 4w w e aaa 2e 0
3 Subtract line 2e fromlinel . . . .+ . . .+ 4 o 4w e e 3 6,762,886
Amounts included on Form 990, Part IX, line 25, but not on line 1:
a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, ine 7b . . da
Other (Describe inPart XIII ) . . . +« + « &« + « & & 4b
¢ Addlnesd4aandd4b . . . . . . . . 0 0 w0 h e e e 4c 0
5 Total expenses Add lines 3 and 4c. (This must equal Form 990, PartI, ne18) . . . . . . 5 6,762,886

IEELXsiE]  supplemental Information

Provide the descriptions required for Part II, lines 3, 5, and 9, Part III, lines 1a and 4, Part IV, lines 1b and 2b,
Part V, line 4, Part X, line 2, Part XI, lines 2d and 4b, and Part XII, lines 2d and 4b Also complete this part to provide any additional information

Return Reference Explanation

Schedule D (Form 990) 2015
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Supplemental Information (continued)
Return Reference Explanation

Schedule D (Form 990) 2016
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Schedule ]
(Form 990)

Department of the
Treasury

Internal Revenue
Service

Compensation Information OMB No 1545-0047

For certain Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest

Compensated Employees
» Complete if the organization answered "Yes” on Form 990, Part 1V, line 23.

» Attach to Form 990.

» Information about Schedule J (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.qgov /form990. Open to Public
Inspection

Name of the organization Employer identification number
COMMON CAUSE EDUCATION FUND
31-1705370
m Questions Regarding Compensation
Yes | No
1a Check the appropiate box(es) If the organization provided any of the following to or for a person listed on Form
990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a Complete Part I1I to provide any relevant information regarding these items
~ First-class orcharter travel  Housing allowance or residence for personal use
— Travel for companions  Payments for business use of personal residence
r Taxidemnification and gross-up payments  Health orsocial club dues or initiation fees
~ Discretionary spending account ~ Personal services (e g, maid, chauffeur, chef)
b Ifany of the boxes In line 1a are checked, did the organization follow a written policy regarding payment or
reimbursement or provision of all of the expenses described above? If "No," complete Part III to explain ib
2 Did the organization require substantiation prior to reimbursing or allowing expenses incurred by all
directors, trustees, officers, including the CEO/Executive Director, regarding the items checked in line 1a? 2
3 Indicate which, If any, of the following the filing organization used to establish the compensation of the
organization's CEO/Executive Director Check all that apply Do not check any boxes for methods
used by a related organization to establish compensation of the CEQO/Executive Director, but explain in Part I11
~ Compensation committee ~ Wrntten employment contract
r Independent compensation consultant ~ Compensation survey or study
 Form 990 of other organizations ~ Approval by the board or compensation committee
4 During the year, did any person listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a with respect to the fiing organization
or a related organization
a Recelve a severance payment or change-of-control payment? d4a | Yes
Participate I1n, or recelve payment from, a supplemental nonqualified retirement plan? 4b No
c Participate I1n, or recelve payment from, an equity-based compensation arrangement? 4c No
If "Yes" to any of lines 4a-c, list the persons and provide the applicable amounts for each item in Part II1
Only 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations must complete lines 5-9.
5 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization pay or accrue any
compensation contingent on the revenues of
a The organization? 5a No
Any related organization? 5b No
If "Yes," on line 5a or 5b, describe in Part I11
6 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization pay or accrue any
compensation contingent on the net earnings of
The organization? 6a No
Any related organization? 6b No
If "Yes," on line 6a or 6b, describe in Part I11
7 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization provide any non-fixed
payments not described in lines 5 and 6? If "Yes," describe in Part II1 7 No
8 Were any amounts reported on Form 990, Part VII, paid or accured pursuant to a contract that was
subject to the initial contract exception described Iin Regulations section 53 4958-4(a)(3)? If "Yes," describe
In Part IT1 8 No
9 If"Yes" on line 8, did the organization also follow the rebuttable presumption procedure described in Regulations
section 53 4958-6(c)? 9

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Cat No 50053T Schedule J (Form 990) 2015
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Page 2

Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees. Use duplicate copies If additional space I1s needed.

For each individual whose compensation must be reported on Schedule J, report compensation from the organization on row (1) and from related organizations, described In the
instructions, on row (11) Do not st any individuals that are not listed on Form 990, Part VII
Note. The sum of columns (B)(1)-(in) for each hsted individual must equal the total amount of Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, applicable column (D) and (E) amounts for that individual

(A) Name and Title

(B) Breakdown of W-2 and/or 1099-MISC compensation

(C) Retirement and

(D) Nontaxable

(E) Total of columns

(F) Compensation In

(i) (iii) other deferred benefits (BY(1)-(D) column(B) reported
(i) com B:rfsahon Bonus & incentive Cther reportable compensation as deferred on prior
P compensation compensation Form 990
1 Karen Hobert Flynn o) 120,696 0 0 0 3 253 123 949 o
President/CEO (from 6/16) |V oo | o o oo S I A
(in) 120,696 0 0 0 3,253 123,949 0
2 Miles Rapoport (i) 81,250 0 87,500 0 0 168,750 0
President/CEO (untl 6/16) (Ml oo L T T T e T
(in) 81,250 0 87,500 0 0 168,750 0
3 Elizabeth Marchant 0] 87,183 0 0 0 3,483 90,666 o
Chef Financial Officer |\ T | oo ey
(in) 105,133 0 0 0 4,200 109,333 0

Schedule J (Form 990) 2015
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m Supplemental Information

Provide the information, explanation, or descriptions required for Part I, ines 1a,1b, 3,4a,4b, 4c, 5a,5b, 6a,6b, 7, and 8, and for Part II Also complete this part for any additional information

| Return Ref erence Explanation

FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2016, THE COMPENSATION OF THE EDUCATION FUND'S PRESIDENT WAS DETERMINED BY COMMON CAUSE, A
RELATED ORGANIZATION COMMON CAUSE USED THE FOLLOWING METHODS TO DETERMINE THE PRESIDENT'S COMPENSATION
COMPENSATION COMMITTEE, WRITTEN EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT, COMPENSATION STUDY OR SURVEY,AND APPROVAL BY THE BOARD
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1,2017, THE EDUCATION FUND BECAME THE PAYROLL AGENT FOR COMMON CAUSE

PartI, Line 3

DURING THE 2016 CALENDAR YEAR, MILES RAPOPORT RECEIVED $162,500 SEVERANCE PAY AND $12,500 CASHED-OUT VACATION AND
SICK LEAVE

PartI, Line 4a

Schedule J (Form 990) 2015
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SCHEDULE M
(Form 990)

Department of the Treasun
Internal Revenue Service

Noncash Contributions

»Complete if the organizations answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, lines 29 or 30.
» Attach to Form 990.
»Information about Schedule M (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.qov/form990

OMB No 1545-0047

2016

Open to Public

Inspection

Name of the organization
COMMON CAUSE EDUCATION FUND

m Types of Property

14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30a During the year, did the organization receive by contribution any property reported in Part I, lines 1 through 28, that

31
32a

b
33

Employer identification number

Art—Works of art
Art—Historical treasures
Art—Fractional interests
Books and publications

Clothing and household
goods

Cars and other vehlcles
Boats and planes .
Intellectual property .
Securities—Publicly traded

Securities—Closely held stock .

Securities—Partnership, LLC,
or trust interests .
Securities—Miscellaneous .

Qualified conservation
contribution—Historic
structures

Qualified conservatlon
contribution—Other
Real estate—Residential
Real estate—Commercial
Real estate—Other
Collectibles

Food inventory

Drugs and medical supplies
Taxidermy

Historical artifacts
Sclentific specimens
Archeological artifacts

Other» (— )
Other» (— )
Other» (— )
Other» (— )

Number of Forms 8283 received by the organization during the tax year for contributions
for which the organization completed Form 8283, Part IV, Donee Acknowledgement

It must hold for at least three years from the date of the initial contribution, and which is not required to be used

31-1705370
(a) (b) (o) (d)
Check If |Number of contributions or Noncash contribution Method of determining
applicable Iitems contributed amounts reported on noncash contribution amounts
Form 990, Part VIII, line
1g
X 19 70,111|FMV
29

for exempt purposes for the entire holding period?

If "Yes," describe the arrangement in Part II

Does the organization have a gift acceptance policy that requires the review of any non-standard contributions?

Does the organization hire or use third partles or related organlzatlons to solicit, process or sell noncash

contributions?
If "Yes," describe in Part II

If the organization did not report an amount in column (c) for a type of property for which column (a) i1s checked,

describe in Part II

Yes | No
30a No
31 No
32a No

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990.

Cat No 51227]

Schedule M (Form 990) (2016)
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m Supplemental Information.

Provide the information required by Part I, ines 30b, 32b, and 33, and whether the organization 1s reporting in Part
I, column (b), the number of contributions, the number of items received, or a combination of both. Also complete
this part for any additional information.

| Return Reference Explanation

Part I, Column (b) There were 19 separate contributions of stock during FY2017, some of which were contributed by the same
contributors

Schedule M (Form 990) {2016)
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. OMB No 1545-0047
SCHEDULE O Supplemental Information to Form 990 or 990-EZ
(Form 990 or 990- Complete to provide information for responses to specific questions on 2 0 1 6
EZ) Form 990 or 990-EZ or to provide any additional information.
» Attach to Form 990 or 990-EZ.

Department of the Treasun

LI

www.irs.gov/form990.

» Information about Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at Open to Public
Inspection

Name of the organization
COMMON CAUSE EDUCATION FUND

Employer identification number

31-1705370
990 Schedule O, Supplemental Information
Return Explanation
Reference
Form 990, The Executive Committee, and any other duly appointed committee, shall have and exercise t
Part VI, he authority and act on behalf of the Board of Directors in the management of the Corporat
Section A, 1on, to the extent allowable by law, provided, however, that no such committee shall have
line 1 power to amend the Corporation's Certificate of Incorporation, adopt an agreement of merge
r or consolidation, or amend the Bylaws of the Corporation




990 Schedule O, Supplemental Information

Return Explanation
Reference
Form 990, The by-laws were changed to eliminate term imits for directors Directors serve three-yea
Part VI, r terms and must be reelected after each three-year term
Section A,
line 4




990 Schedule O, Supplemental Information

Return Explanation
Reference
Form 990, The chief financial Officer provides the Form 990 to the audit committee for review Once
Part VI, that committee has approved the document it 1s sent to the full board for review The boar
Section B, d members have two (2) days to respond with any comments they might have before the docume
line 11b nt 1s filed




990 Schedule O, Supplemental Information

Return Explanation
Reference
Form 990, Procedure for monitoring and enforcing compliance with conflict of interest policy Board
Part VI, -- Whenever a director, officer, or committee member becomes aware of a potential conflict
Section B, of interest, whether financial or otherwise, he or she shall make the situation known to
line 12¢ the board or governance committee (as the case might be) and provide all facts material to

understanding the nature and scope of the conflict, including whether the interested pers
on believes his or her ability to make an independent decision based solely on the best in
terest of the corporation has been compromised If the interested person involved does not
make this disclosure, another director or committee member with knowledge of the potentia
| conflict should draw It to the body's attention The Interested person with the potentia

| conflict must retire from the meeting and not participate in final discussion and voting

on the existence of the conflict If a conflict I1s found to exist, the interested person

may be invited to provide any relevant information that could be of use to the board in ma
king Its decision, but shall again retire and not participate in the final discussion and

voting regarding the transaction The board or committee's decision shall be based on cons
ideration of whether the transaction a) 1s in the organization's best interest and for i1t

s own benefit, b) Is fair and reasonable to the organization, and c) Is the most advantage
ous transaction or arrangement the organization can obtain with reasonable efforts under t
he circumstances Staff Whenever a staff member becomes aware of a potential conflict of
Interest In an area where he or she exercises any discretion in carrying out his or her du
ties for The Fund, he or she shall promptly disclose the potential conflict to an iImmediat

e supervisor or to the President If the President has a potential conflict, he or she sha

Il disclose It to the board or an executive committee The person or body to whom disclosu
re 1s made (hereinafter "supervisor”) shall determine whether there I1s a conflict that req
uires recusal of the interested person When a conflict 1s found to exist, the interested
person shall provide the supervisor with all iInformation he or she has relevant to any dec
1sion to be made In which he or she has an Iinterest, and the final decision shall be made

by the supervisor




990 Schedule O, Supplemental Information

Return
Reference

Explanation

Form 990,
Part VI,
Section B,
line 15a

PERSONS PROVIDING SERVICES TO THE EDUCATION FUND ARE EMPLOYED BY COMMON CAUSE, A SISTER OR
GANIZATION THE NARRATIVE BELOW DESCRIBES COMMON CAUSE'S DECISION-MAKING PROCESS CHIEF EX
ECUTIVE OFFICER THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNING BOARD CONDUCTS A 360 DE
GREE REVIEW OF THE CEO PRIOR TO DETERMINING THE ANNUAL COMPENSATION THE COMMITTEE INTERVI
EWS THE SENIOR STAFF, REVIEWs A COMPARABILITY STUDY, AND THEN CONFERS AS A COMMITTEE THE
COMMITTEE BRINGS ITS RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD AT THE LAST BOARD MEETING OF THE YEA
R MINUTES ARE TAKEN OF THE SALARY DELIBERATIONS OTHER OFFICERS OR KEY EMPLOYEES THE EXE
CUTIVE COMMITTEE CONDUCTS A REVIEW OF THE CFO, REVIEWS A COMPARABILITY STUDY, AND THEN CON
FERS AS A COMMITTEE THE COMMITTEE BRINGS ITS RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD AT THE LAST
BOARD MEETING OF THE YEAR MINUTES ARE TAKEN OF THE SALARY DELIBERATIONS THE COMMITTEE D
OES NOT REVIEW COMPENSATION OF KEY EMPLOYEES, THAT IS PERFORMED BY MANAGEMENT EFFECTIVE J
ANUARY 1, 2017, THE EDUCATION FUND BECAME THE PAYROLL AGENT FOR COMMON CAUSE




990 Schedule O, Supplemental Information

Return Explanation
Reference
Form 990, Common Cause Education Fund seeks to be faithful to its mission by being open and accounta
Part VI, ble to our members and supporters We will make our governance documents, conflict of inte
Section C, rest policy, and financial statements available for public inspection upon request Our fi
line 19 nancial statements are also part of our annual report which I1s available on our website




990 Schedule O, Supplemental Information

Return Explanation
Reference
Form 990, There was no change to the review and selection process during the year
Part XII, Line
2C
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. . . OMB No 1545-0047
SCHEDULE R Related Organizations and Unrelated Partnerships
(Form 990) » Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 33, 34, 35b, 36, or 37. 20 1 6
Department of the Treasun » Attach to Form 990. » Information about Schedule R (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Open to P_ublic
Internal Revenue Service Inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number
COMMON CAUSE EDUCATION FUND
31-1705370

IR 1dentification of Disregarded Entities Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 33.

(a) (b) () (d) (e) (f)
Name, address, and EIN (if applicable) of disregarded entity Primary activity Legal domicile (state Total iIncome End-of-year assets Direct controlling
or foreign country) entity

m Identification of Related Tax-Exempt Organizations Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 34 because it had one or more
related tax-exempt organizations during the tax year.

(a) (b) (¢} (d) (e) (f) (g)
Name, address, and EIN of related organization Primary activity Legal domicile (state Exempt Code section Public charity status Direct controlling Section 512(b)
or foreign country) (1f section 501(c)(3)) entity (13) controlled
entity?
Yes No
{(1)COMMON CAUSE ADVOCACY ORGANIZATION DC 501(c)(4) No
805 15th Street Suite 800 RELATED TO CITIZEN
PARTICIPATION IN THE NAT'L
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 PROCESS
52-6078441
For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Cat No 50135Y

Schedule R {(Form 990) 2016



Schedule R (Form 990) 2016

Page 2

IEEILEEE] 1dentification of Related Organizations Taxable as a Partnership Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part 1V, line 34 because it had
one or more related organizations treated as a partnership during the tax year.

(a)
Name, address, and EIN of
related organization

(b) (<)
Primary Legal
activity domicile

(state
or
foreign
country)

(d) (e) (f)
Direct Predominant Share of
controlling income(related,
entity unrelated,
excluded from
tax under

514)

sections 512-

(9)
Share of

total income | end-of-year

assets

(h) (i) i) (k)
Disproprtionate| Code V-UBI |General or| Percentage
allocations? [amount in box| managing | ownership
20 of partner?
Schedule K-1
(Form 1065)
Yes No Yes | No

IEEXEA 1dentification of Related Organizations Taxable as a Corporation or Trust Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 34
because 1t had one or more related organizations treated as a corporation or trust during the tax year.

(a)
Name, address, and EIN of
related organization

(b)

Primary activity

(<)

Legal
domicile
(state or foreign
country)

(d)
Direct controlling
entity

(e)
Type of entity
(C corp, S corp,
or trust)

(f)
Share of total
income

(9)
Share of end-of-
year
assets

(h) ()
Percentage Section 512(b)
ownership (13) controlled

entity?
Yes No

Schedule R (Form 990) 2016



Schedule R (Form 990) 2016

Page 3

XA Transactions With Related Organizations Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 34, 35b, or 36.

Note. Complete line 1 If any entity I1s listed in Parts II, III, or IV of this schedule

1 During the tax year, did the orgranization engage in any of the following transactions with one or more related organizations listed in Parts II-IV?

a Receipt of (i) interest, (ii)annuities, (iii) royalties, or(iv) rent from a controlled entity .
Gift, grant, or capital contribution to related organization(s) .
Gift, grant, or capital contribution from related organization(s) .

Loans or loan guarantees to or for related organization(s)

(1 T - T o T -

Loans or loan guarantees by related organization(s)

Dividends from related organization(s)

Sale of assets to related organization(s) .

o Q "

Purchase of assets from related organization(s) .

Exchange of assets with related organization(s) .

j Lease of facilities, equipment, or other assets to related organization(s)

k Lease of facilities, equipment, or other assets from related organization(s) .

© 3 3

Sharing of paid employees with related organization(s) .

Reimbursement paid to related organization(s) for expenses .

q Reimbursement paid by related organization(s) for expenses .

r Other transfer of cash or property to related organization(s) .

s Other transfer of cash or property from related organization(s) .

Performance of services or membership or fundraising solicitations for related organization(s)
Performance of services or membership or fundraising solicitations by related organization(s)

Sharing of facilities, equipment, mailing lists, or other assets with related organization(s) .

Yes | No
1a No
ib No
1c No
id No
le No
1f No
1g No
1h No
1i No
1j No
1k No
1l No
im No
in| Yes
lo | Yes
1p | Yes
1q No
ir No
1s No

2 If the answer to any of the above Is "Yes," see the instructions for information on who must complete this line, including covered relationships and transaction thresholds

(a) (b) (<)
Name of related organization Transaction Amount involved Method of determining amount involved
type (a-s)
(1)Common Cause 776,241 actual cost
(2)Common Cause 4,763,911 actual cost
(3)Common Cause 1,707,233 actual cost

Schedule R {(Form 990) 2016
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Page 4

Unrelated Organizations Taxable as a Partnership Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part 1V, line 37.

Provide the following information for each entity taxed as a partnership through which the organization conducted more than five percent of its activities (measured by total assets or gross revenue) that
was not a related organization See Instructions regarding exclusion for certain investment partnerships

(a)
Name, address, and EIN of entity

(b)

Primary activity

(c)
Legal
domicile
(state or
foreign
country)

(d)
Predominant
income
(related,
unrelated,
excluded from
tax under
sections 512-
514)

(e)

Are all partners

section
501(c)(3)

organizations?

Yes

(f)
Share of
total
income

(9)
Share of
end-of-year
assets

(h)

Disproprtionate

allocations?

Yes

(1)
Code V-UBI
amount In box

of Schedule
K-1
(Form 1065)

1) (k)
General or Percentage
managing ownership

partner?
Yes No

Schedule R (Form 990) 2016
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m Supplemental Information

Provide additional information for responses to questions on Schedule R (see Iinstructions)

| Return Reference Explanation

Schedule R { Form 990) 2016



